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Representative Stringer To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 110

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND LEGACY OF
CHESTER A. THI GPEN, FORMVER NATI ONAL AND M SSI SSI PPl QUTSTANDI NG
TREE FARVER OF THE YEAR, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE
LEG SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi has |ost a | eading
spokesman for the tree-farm ng community with the passing of
Chester A. Thigpen, 95, of Bay Springs, Mssissippi, fornerly of
Montrose, on January 8, 2007; and

VWHEREAS, spokesman, pioneer and conmuni ty-m nded describe the
phi | osophy of this outstanding M ssissippi citizen; and

VWHEREAS, on March 21, 1996, the M ssissippi Legislature
honored Chester and Rosett Thi gpen as National CQutstanding Tree
Farmers of the Year with a resolution; and

VWHEREAS, after receiving the resolution, Chester Thigpen
spoke before both houses and entertai ned menbers with stories of
his 30 years of tree farm ng because he consi dered hinself an
anbassador for forestry in Mssissippi, and spent a lifetine
practicing and pronoting forestry; and

VWHEREAS, the Thi gpens were M ssissippi's 1994 Qutstanding
Tree Farners of the Year and after facing stiff conpetition from
73,000 other tree farnmers across the nation, they received the
nati onal award Novenber 4, 1995, at the National Tree Farner
Convention in St. Louis, Mssouri; and

VWHEREAS, as National Qutstanding Tree Farner, Chester Thigpen
served for two years on the National Tree Farm Qperati ng
Comm ttee, which oversees the tree farm program served as a
spokesman for the Anerican Tree Farm System and served on the

Editorial Board of Tree Farnmer Magazi ne; and
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VWHEREAS, both Chester and Rosett Thi gpen were born on
portions of the |and that now make up the tree farm and

WHEREAS, with the help of their county forester, they
devel oped a witten forestry | and nanagenent plan when they becane
tree farners, and the |land renmai ned under a witten | and
managenent plan for 45 years; and

VWHEREAS, the tree farminconme provided col |l ege educations for
the five Thigpen children; and

VWHEREAS, Chester Thigpen served on the M ssissippi Forestry
Comm ssion, on the Board of Directors of the M ssissippi Forestry
Associ ation, as President of the Jasper County Forestry
Associ ation and he traveled to Washington, D.C., in February 1995
to testify before the United States House of Representatives Ways
and Means Commttee in support of estate tax reform and

WHEREAS, pronoting forestry field days and county forestry
associ ations all owed Thigpen to share his know edge of good
stewardship with his comunity; and

VWHEREAS, in 1966, Chester Thigpen served on the M ssissippi
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service's Advisory
Comm ttee which took himto Washington, D.C., where he advised the
nati onal organi zation on erosion control and cost-share prograns;
and

VWHEREAS, Thi gpen was appoi nted by Governor Wnter to serve a
seven-year termon the M ssissippi Forestry Conm ssion before
being entered into the M ssissippi Agriculture and Forestry
Museumi s Hal |l of Fane; and

VWHEREAS, he was al so instrunental in organizing the Jasper
County Forestry Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, Chester Thi gpen was al ways phil osophi cal when
speaki ng about the long-term benefits of tree farm ng and was
quoted as saying, "It could reduce crine and welfare. It helps

keep your mnd off things"; and
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VWHEREAS, he al so recomrended tree farm ng for those getting
on in years. "If you can't handle the cattle and hay anynore,
nove over to trees totally. The trees grow while | sleep”; and

VWHEREAS, he was preceded in death by his wife, Rosett
Thi gpen; daughter, Inez Pride; father, Frank Thi gpen; and nother,
Pi nkie Tenort Thigpen; and is survived by two sons, Roy (Julia)
Thi gpen and Lonnie (Doris) Thigpen, all of Mntrose; two
daughters, Doris WIllians of Irvine, California, and Hester
(Phield 11l1) Parish of Geenville, Louisiana; 15 grandchil dren;
and a host of great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Chester Thigpen and his late wife, Rosett,
represented what is best about forestry in Mssissippi, and the
forestry conmmunity and the State of M ssissippi are very proud of
themand will mss their service and their friendship:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend the life and | egacy, to the
forestry conmmunity of our state, of Chester A Thigpen of Bay
Springs, Mssissippi, fornmer National and M ssissippi Qutstandi ng
Tree Farner of the Year, and express deepest synpathy to his
famly and friends upon his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Chester Thigpen, the M ssissipp

Forestry Association and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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