M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Represent ati ves Montgonery, Al dridge, To: Rules

Franks, Gadd, Holl and, Sullivan, Turner, Ward
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 108

A CONCURRENT RESCOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG PONTOTOC, UNI ON AND LEE
COUNTI ES FOR HAVI NG THE VI SION TO FORM THE PUL ALLI ANCE AND
RECOGNI ZI NG | TS CONTRI BUTI ONS | N FACI LI TATI NG THE WELLSPRI NG SI TE
FOR THE TOYOTA PLANT.

VWHEREAS, in 2000, visionaries fromthe Northeast M ssissipp
Counties of Pontotoc, Union and Lee formed the PUL Alliance in
response to the Advantage M ssissippi |egislation that was passed
by the Legislature in August 2000; and

WHEREAS, the coalition of these counties that began seven
years ago, helped to facilitate the 2007 deal with Toyota t hat
will result in a $1.5 Billion investnent and the creation of over
2,000 jobs by Toyota in Blue Springs; and

VWHEREAS, the coalition worked together to have the
Legi sl ature enhance the original Advantage M ssissippi |egislation
by revising it to allow nei ghboring counties to create
partnershi ps that share expenses and revenues related to an
econoni ¢ devel opnent project, instead of limting those expenses
to the city or county in which the project was | ocated; and

VWHEREAS, these counties again worked with the Legislature to
i nprove the Advantage M ssissippi legislation to allow these new
partnerships to exist over nultiple projects and not be limted to
a one tinme short termdeal, and this change was critical to the
formation of the PUL Alliance which allowed themto plan as a
region and lay the foundation for the current Toyota project; and

VWHEREAS, the PUL Alliance suffered a setback in 2003 when it
| ost a Toyota Tundra plant to San Antoni o, Texas, but used this
experience as a catalyst to inprove the Wellspring site to better

fit Toyota's needs; and
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VWHEREAS, Toyota expl ained that two things were necessary to
inprove the site: engineering information on the site and | and
ownership control; and

VWHEREAS, in 2003, inportant |egislation known as the Rural
| npact Act was signed into | aw and hel ped the PUL Alliance to
obtain the engineering informtion needed by Toyota; and

VWHEREAS, because of this legislation, in October of 2003,
Bill Renick, then Chief of Staff to former Governor Ronnie
Musgrove, awarded a $250,000 grant to the PUL Alliance for a
prelimnary site devel opnent engineering plan that enabled the PUL
Alliance to | everage the services of Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA), and after consideration and review in January 2005, TVA
naned the Wellspring site as the 3rd largest certified nega site
in the seven state TVA region; and

VWHEREAS, with site certification, the PUL Alliance took the
Wel | spring project to the Autonotive Wrld Congress in
Bar cel ona, Spain, and introduced the project to the autonotive
i ndustry; and

WHEREAS, because | and ownership control was still needed, in
2006, the PUL Alliance sought legislation to create an
unprecedent ed partnership between | ocal and state governnents to
secure ownership of the Wellspring Project site; and

VWHEREAS, in spite of the M ssissippi House of
Representatives' foresight to pass legislation to create this
unprecedented new partnership, the legislation ultimately fail ed;
and

WHEREAS, despite the failed legislation, the tenacity and
vi sion of the boards of supervisors of these counties notivated
themto pass three resolutions allowi ng Three R vers Pl anni ng and
Devel opnent District to begin purchasing over $10 MIlion to gain
control of the land; and

WHEREAS, over the past seven years, many unprecedented

partnershi ps and col | aborations were created as a result of the
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vi sion of econom c devel opnent by Pontotoc, Union and Lee
Counties, and the econom c devel opnent and busi ness | eaders in
these counties for the citizens of Northeast M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
the contributions of M ssissippi counties which work together for
the good of the citizens of our state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend Pontotoc, Union and Lee (PUL)
Counties for having the vision to formthe PUL Alliance and
recognize its contributions in facilitating the Wellspring site
for the Toyota pl ant.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to nenbers of the Boards of Supervisors for Pontotoc,

Uni on and Lee Counties and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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