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Representatives Smth (39th), Chism To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 106

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
Dl LI GENCE OF THE PASTORS AND MEMBERSHI P OF THE FI RST BAPTI ST
CHURCH OF COLUMBUS, M SSI SSI PP, UPON THE OCCASI ON OF THE CHURCH S
175TH YEAR ANNI VERSARY AND EXTENDI NG WARMVEST W SHES FOR CONTI NUED
PROSPERI TY, SPI RI TUAL GROMH AND SUCCESS | N SPREADI NG THE GOSPEL
OF JESUS CHRI ST.

VWHEREAS, First Baptist Church, Col unbus, M ssissippi,
organi zed in 1832, marks a mlestone in its history as it, in a
year -1 ong cel ebration, reflects upon its rich legacy of 175 years
wi t h homecom ng weekend schedul ed on Saturday, COctober 6 and
Sunday, Cctober 7, 2007; and

VWHEREAS, while neeting in the Masonic Tenpl e under the
| eadership of Dr. George Tucker, it purchased the property on 7th
Street and 2nd Avenue North and began building the church on this
site in 1838, with conpletion in 1840; and

VWHEREAS, for the next 68 years, this sanctuary was a beacon
inthe city, having contributed both spiritually and culturally by
pronoting the | ove of God and comunity; and

VWHEREAS, in 1908, being inadequate to neet the needs of the
current nenbership, the building was razed and replaced with the
present church. In 1960 and 1979, renovations were nmade to
i nprove the facility; and

VWHEREAS, in 2006, the congregation voted to purchase 80 acres
of land north of the downtown |ocation on which to build
facilities adequate to neet the present-day needs; and

VWHEREAS, in 2007, the congregation again voted in favor of
begi nni ng PHASE ONE, the approval of the architectural plans for

t he new canpus on Bl uecutt Road; and
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VWHEREAS, under the | eadership of 30 spirit-filled pastors,
First Baptist Church has continued to proclaimthe Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ throughout the conmunity, the county, the state,
the nation and the world. The list of First Baptist Church
pastors reads like a roll call of Southern Baptist |eaders:
1844-1846 - Wlliam Cary Crane, President of Baylor University;
1848-1849 - |ssac Tayl or Tichenor, Southern Baptist Theol ogi cal
Sem nary, founder, President of Auburn University, Hone M ssion
Board | eader; 1858-1863 - Thomas Cox Teasdal e, personal friend of
Abr aham Li ncol n and Jefferson Davis, Southern Baptist Convention
Sunday School Board nenber, evangelist; 1879-1881 - Henry W
Battl e, the pastor when the Southern Baptist Convention net at
First Baptist Church, Colunbus, M ssissippi; 1912-1913 - J.B.

Law ence, author, head of Hone M ssion Board; 1917-1918 - T.J.

Hol conb, Bapti st Sunday School Board | eader, Baptist Foundation
executive; 1921-1947 - Jesse Dee Franks, organizer of Brotherhood,
BSU and radio mnistry locally and Baptist Sem nary in Ruschel kon,
Switzerl and; 1947-1972 - Sanuel R Wodson, State Convention

Presi dent, Southern Baptist Convention trustee, led FBCto its

hi ghest menbership, started Fairview Church in East Col unbus;
1974- 1986 - Joe McKeever, served on Foreign M ssion Board Search
Comm ttee, cartoonist and author of several books, began
television mnistry, led the church to construct the "Mracle"
building in 1981, raising $256,401.00, on "Mracle Sunday,"
presently serving as Director of Mssions of Geater New Ol eans
Associ ation; 1987-2002 - Bobby Dougl as, served on M ssi ssipp
Bapti st Convention Education Conmmttee, Order of Business

Comm ttee and Conm ttee on Nom nations, established the weekly
Hour of Prayer mnistry, established a |local Inter-Racial Mnistry
Fel | owshi p, pronoted the FBC mnistry to the elderly, presently
serving as Director of Mssions of the Md-Delta Associ ation of

M ssi ssi ppi; 2003-present - Shawn Parker, a dynam c preacher,

| eading the church in the expansion of a 24-hour, seven-day prayer
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mnistry in the gromh of nmenbership and outreach mnistries,
al so, leading the church in the purchase of land and in the
pl anning of a new facility, served on the Adjunct Faculty of New
Ol eans Theol ogi cal Sem nary, on the Executive Conmttee of
Loui si ana Bapti st Convention, also, of the Baptist Association of
G eater New Ol eans, presently serving on the Resol utions
Comm ttee of the M ssissippi Baptist Convention and on the
Executive Conmttee of the Golden Triangle Baptist Association as
t he Lowndes County C uster Leader; and

VWHEREAS, the church's m ssion statenent is based on Matthew
22:37-39, "Loving God, Loving Each Other, Loving Qur Wrld"; and

VWHEREAS, First Baptist Church which has a | egacy of hel ping
others, near and far, who are in need spiritually, enotionally,
physically or financially continues to practice this |egacy
through the followi ng activities: Love-in-Deed, ESL (English as a
Second Language), prison mnisteries, Qperation Christmas Child,
Angel Tree, Christmas Store, Christmas Festival, School Prayer
Wal ks, International Friendship House, Baptist Student Union
neals, Kids Gowng in Christ Mssion, retirenent and nursing hone
nmeeti ngs, honmebound mnistry and visitation, youth mssion trips,
as well as, Wnen on M ssion, wonen's mnistry, Acteen children's
m ssion projects and offerings; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
such outstanding and contributory religious institutions as First
Bapti st Church which continues to be a vital part of the Col unbus
ar ea:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE
CONCURRI NG THEREI' N, That we do hereby commend and congratul ate
the diligence of the pastors and nenbership of First Baptist
Chur ch, Col unbus, M ssissippi, upon the occasion of the church's

175t h year anniversary and extend warnmest w shes for continued
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prosperity,

of Jesus Chr

spiritua

i st.

growt h and success in spreading the Gospel

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to First Baptist Church, Col unbus, M ssissippi, and to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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ST. First Baptist Church of Col unbus,
M ssi ssi ppi; conmend and congratul ate upon
occasion of 175th anniversary.



