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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 89

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
A H E. A D. ORGANI ZATI ON UPON COVPLETI ON OF THE 1987 FOUR- LANE
H GAVWAY PROGRAM

VWHEREAS, in 1987, the M ssissippi Legislature passed over the
Governor's veto, by only one vote in the House of Representatives
and five votes in the Senate, the nobst conprehensive, |ong-range
hi ghway programin the history of the state and, perhaps, the
nation; and

VWHEREAS, with an estimated cost of $1.6 Billion, the program
proposed to build 1,077 mles of four-lane highways throughout the
state over a fourteen-year period and was desi gned, when
conpl eted, to provide every citizen of the state with access to a
four-lane highway within 30 mles of his or her residence; and

VWHEREAS, the legislation creating the program provided for
construction of the highways according to a time-line divided into
t hree phases based primarily upon vehicle count and road capacity;
and

VWHEREAS, the program was funded primarily on a pay-as-you-go
basis with the major sources for funding derived froman increase
in the notor fuel tax, a Five Dollar car tag fee, a highway
contractor's tax, federal aid and proceeds from state revenue
bonds, and this dedicated revenue stream has renai ned strong and
vi abl e; and

VWHEREAS, with the exception of a single segnent providing a
nmuni ci pal bypass on U S. Hi ghway 61 around the City of Port G bson

whi ch has been del ayed as a result of extensive environnental
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i ssues, all segnments of the 1987 four-|ane hi ghway program are now
conpl ete or have been let for contract; and

VWHEREAS, al t hough credit for passage and enactnent of the
| egi sl ation enabling the creation of this historic and nonunent al
hi ghway program can and should be attributed to the hard work and
perseverance of a great many individuals, not the |east of which
i ncl ude the dedi cated and honorabl e nenbers of the M ssissipp
Legi slature and its distinguished | eaders, w thout the vision,
inspiration and organi zational skills of an unique alliance of
successful businessnen and entrepreneurs who, for the purpose of
pronoting and supporting the program created and forned an
organi zation that came to be known as Advocating H ghways for
Econom ¢ Advancenent and Devel opnent (AH E AD.), it is unlikely
that a single spade of dirt would have been turned or that the
program woul d have ever conme to fruition; and

WHEREAS, the A .H E. A D. group continued to lend its support
for the program when a fourth phase of highway segnents was added
to the original programin 1994, and agai n endorsed and supported
the enactnent of |egislation when, in 2002, the Legislature
i ncor porated phase IV as part of Vision 21, a needs-based hi ghway
programto be planned, devel oped and adm ni stered by the
M ssi ssippi Transportati on Comm ssion and Transportation
Departnent staff:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby recogni ze, pay special tribute to and
of fer sincere thanks and appreciation to the A HE AD
organi zati on and each of its nenbers, past and present, for
contributing their remarkable talents, vision and inspiration
toward the establishnent of the 1987 four-1lane hi ghway program and
now join with themin cel ebration of the program s successf ul

conpl eti on.
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59 BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be
60 furnished to each nenber of the A H E A D organization and to the

61 nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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