M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative M ns To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 80

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG

2 FERNWOOD BAPTI ST CHURCH ON THE OCCASI ON OF | TS CENTENN AL

3 ANNI VERSARY, CELEBRATI NG 100 YEARS OF SPI RI TUAL EXCELLENCE.

4 VWHEREAS, Fernwood Bapti st Church, which began its journey,

5 "Standing on the Prom ses,"” on Sunday, My 19, 1907, when 15

6 people net at the old Fernwood School and entered into a covenant
7 wth "God and each other" to forma Baptist church for the

8 Fernwood Community, will celebrate its 100th anniversary this

9 year; and

10 VWHEREAS, in July 1908, a building programwas begun and by
11 Septenber 1st of that year, $3,000.00 had been rai sed towards the
12 building of the church, when Fer nwood Lunber Conpany donated the
13 land and matched dollar for dollar the contributions of church

14 nmenbers, allowing the edifice, a one-roomstructure, to be ready
15 for Sunday service by Decenber 1, 1908; and

16 VWHEREAS, for nore than 17 years the church continued to grow
17 and serve a grow ng vibrant community, when disaster struck in

18 March 1927, upon the closing of the operation of Fernwood Lunber
19 Conpany, causing an econonic depression in the Fernwood Conmunity,
20 which had a severe inpact upon Fernwood Baptist Church, forcing
21 the local postmaster to becone a door-to-door solicitor of funds
22 to pay the church's utility bill; and

23 WHEREAS, in a neeting held on Novenber 6, 1927, to determ ne
24 the fate of the church, the menbers, with an unshakable faith,

25 voted to keep the church doors open until the end of the year; and
26 VWHEREAS, during the G eat Depression hardships continued, but
27 with the enduring faith that God would provide for his people,
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Fer nmood Bapti st Church began a building program and in 1934,
under the |leadership of Dr. J.R Carter, construction was
conpl eted on a new Sunday School room annex, furnace and
bapti stery; and

VWHEREAS, fromthe late 1940s until 1961, the church was |ed
by Brother WW Tipton, a tinme during which a new organ and pi ano
wer e purchased, and saw the addition of new Sunday School roons
W th nursery and ot her annexations; and

VWHEREAS, from 1974 until 1979, Fernwood Bapti st Church was
|l ed by a true man of God, Houston Phiffer Porter, whose |ove,
warnt h and vigor infused the church with a renewed spiritua
vitality, and whose | eadership oversaw the renodeling of the
pastor's hone, the bricking of the church and the placenent of a
new st eepl e; and

VWHEREAS, in 1986, under the | eadership of Brother Wi ght
Eavenson, the construction of a fellowship hall and educati onal
facility was begun, and dedicated in 1989; and

VWHEREAS, currently under the | eadership of Pastor J. Frank
Smth, Fernwood Baptist Church continues its journey reaching
souls for the Lord Jesus Christ and continues structural
i nprovenents, including new w ndows, |ight fixtures and parking
arrangenents; and

WHEREAS, with excitenent, humlity and awe, Fernwood Bapti st
Church | ooks back upon its past achievenents, and with sincere
t hankf ul ness acknow edges God's grace and | ove, which brought them
t hrough many tragedi es and have given themtriunphant victory; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
out standing and contributory religious institutions such as
Fer nwood Bapti st Church, which continues to be a vital part of the
Fer nnood Conmuni ty:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate the diligence
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of the pastors and nenbers of Fernwood Baptist Church upon the
occasion of the church's 100th year anniversary and extend war nest
w shes for continued prosperity, spiritual growh and success.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Fernwood Bapti st Church and to the nmenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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