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Representative |shee To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 42

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URG NG STATE ACTI ON TO ATTEND THE
NEEDS OF CHI LDREN AFFECTED BY NATURAL DI SASTERS BY | MPLEMENTI NG A
SYSTEM OF PLANNI NG RESPONSE AND RECOVERY.

VWHEREAS, mmjor disasters resulting in Presidential disaster
decl arati ons have increased froman average of 38 per year in the
1980s, to 45 per year in the 1990s, to 52 per year during the
first half of this decade; and

VWHEREAS, the occurrences of nmjor disasters are expected to
continue to increase in the foreseeable future, thus nmaking the
nunber of children affected by disasters such as Katrina to grow
exponentially; and

VWHEREAS, schools were closed inmediately after Hurricane
Katrina, with seven percent of M ssissippi elenentary and
secondary school s remai ning closed six nonths after Katri na,
accounting for nore than 400,000 children under the age of five,
who lived in counties or parishes declared di saster areas by the
Federal Energency Managenent Agency; and

VWHEREAS, the nunber of licensed child care facilities in
areas affected by Hurricane Katrina declined by four percent,
accounting for 54 facilities in Mssissippi closing as a direct
result of Hurricane Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, children are known to benefit from i mredi ate nental
health prograns foll owi ng disasters to mtigate |ong-terminpacts;
and

VWHEREAS, the existing system of disaster nanagenent in the
United States is the purview of federal, state and | ocal

gover nment energency nmanagenent organi zations, and such
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organi zations are not mandated, nor are they able to fully respond
to the uni que needs of children; and

WHEREAS, federal, state and | ocal governnent energency
prof essionals | ack the technical know edge, support and contacts
to address the uni que needs of children that nmust be incorporated
into such professionals' disaster nanagenent prograns; and

VWHEREAS, existing legislative constraints on federal disaster
response and recovery aid prograns restrict disaster officials
fromresponding to the needs of children in a disaster, and there
is no governnment |iaison or prograns concerning children' s issues
in disaster:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That the needs of children affected by major disasters
are uni que and shoul d be given special consideration in planning,
responding to and recovering from major disasters.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Federal Energency Managenent
Agency and ot her governnental energency managenent professionals
shoul d consult with appropriate child-focused nongover nnent al
organi zati ons and public universities with experience in
addressing the needs of children in major disaster preparedness,
response, recovery and mtigation, including:

(a) Incorporating suggestions from such organi zati ons
on children's issues into the national, state and |ocal response
pl an;

(b) Seeking the recommendati ons of such organi zations
on how to address the needs of children in energency shelters,
trailer parks and transitional housing sites;

(c) Jointly developing child, famly and school -focused
di saster preparedness materials to support understanding of the
i npact of disasters on children and strategies to mtigate the

i npact; and
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(d) Jointly developing risk assessnent tools for
communities to use in determning children's specific disaster
risks.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Federal Energency Managenent Agency, the
M ssi ssi ppi Emergency Managenent Agency and to the nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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