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Representatives Perkins, Espy To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 38

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG SHERI EL FAYE
WALKER- PERKI NS AS THE FI RST AFRI CAN AMERI CAN AND FI RST FEMALE
MAYOR OF GREENWOOD, M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, on Sept enber 28, 2006, Ms. Sheriel Faye
Wal ker - Per ki ns made history when she was certified as the first
African American and first femal e mayor of G eenwood, M ssi ssippi;
and

VWHEREAS, Mayor Perkins struggled for 17 nonths, four
el ections and a lengthy |awsuit before becom ng certified by a
mar gi nal wi n of 292 votes; and

VWHEREAS, she has faithfully served as Greenwood' s nayor since
taking the oath of office on Septenber 29, 2006; and

VWHEREAS, she is a native of Gulfport, M ssissippi, and the
daughter of Ms. Leona and the late Fred Harris, Sr.; and

VWHEREAS, she shares the acconplishnments in her life with her
di stingui shed husband, attorney and nenber of the M ssissipp
House of Representatives, WIllie J. Perkins, Sr., and their five
children: WIIlie James, Jr., Takiyah, Jam | ah and Jamal Perkins
and Ashaki Gsborne; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Perkins has achieved other firsts in her
lifetine as she was the first Black Assistant Vice President of
First Federal Savings and Loan Association; and

VWHEREAS, before being el ected mayor, she served on the
Greenwood City Council for Ward 4, serving 12 years unopposed,
with two terns as vice president until she decided to step down

and run for Mayor of G eenwood; and
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VWHEREAS, she is also very active in her community as a life
menber of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, Inc., the National
Associ ation for the Advancenent of Col ored Peopl e (NAACP),
G eenwood Voters League and the Cotillion Federated C ub; and

WHEREAS, she is a born-again Christian who is not ashanmed to
tell the world about Jesus and actively serves the Lord at
Provi dence M ssionary Baptist Church where she is President of the
M ssion Society, a nmenber of the Mdther's Board and Youth Leader;
and

WHEREAS, as evi dence of the adoration her community has for
her, she has received nunerous appreciation awards from vari ous
churches, comunity clubs and schools, including her nost recent
honor as the recipient of the 2007 Magnolia Bar Harriet Tubman
Awar d; and

VWHEREAS, in 2006, she was awarded the Martin Luther King Drum
Maj or Award from Friendship M ssionary Baptist Church, the
Community Service Award from Wesl ey United Methodi st Church as
part of their Heritage Cel ebration, the 2004/2005 Parent of the
Year for the G eenwdod Public School District, the G eenwod
Voter's League Community Service Award and the Community G vic
Leadership Award from Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to commend
excel |l ence as evidenced by such outstandi ng M ssi ssi ppi ans as
Mayor Sheriel Fay Wl ker - Per ki ns:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend Ms. Sheriel Faye
Wal ker - Perkins for making history by being elected the first
African Anerican and first femal e Mayor of G eenwood, M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Ms. Sheriel Wl ker-Perkins and to the nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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