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Representati ve Fl em ng To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 16

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON REQUESTI NG THE M SSI SSI PP
CONGRESS| ONAL DELEGATI ON TO ACKNONLEDGE THE FUNDAMENTAL | NJUSTI CE
CRUELTY, BRUTALITY AND | NHUVMANI TY OF SLAVERY |IN THE UNI TED STATES
AND TO ESTABLI SH A COW SSI ON TO EXAM NE THE | NSTI TUTI ON OF
SLAVERY, DE JURE AND DE FACTO RACI AL AND ECONOM C DI SCRI M NATI ON
AGAI NST AFRI CAN AMERI CANS AND THE CONTI NUI NG | MPACT OF THESE
FORCES ON AFRI CAN AMERI CANS TODAY; TO MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE
CONGRESS ON APPROPRI ATE REMEDI ES.

VWHEREAS, the United States government has never acknow edged
or taken responsibility for its role in the enslavenent of
Africans and the perpetuation of subordination and inferiority
anong African descendants; and

VWHEREAS, the subsequent inpact of enslavenent, segregation
and discrimnation continues to have a significant effect upon the
lives of African Anericans causing limted opportunities and life
chances because, when there is trauma that is not discussed, it
persists through generations; and

VWHEREAS, millions of African Anericans renmain economcally
and socially disabled by the Iong, cruel vestiges of Anmerican
sl avery and the century of governmnent-enbraced raci al
di scrim nation that foll owed, African social and economc
institutions were destroyed; |anguages, religions and custons were
extingui shed; and as a result of the ravages of slavery and the
racial strictures that foll owed, African Anericans were consi gnhed
to this nation's econom c bottom and

VWHEREAS, African Americans continue to strive to inprove
their educational attainment, economc conditions and fam |y
soci al organi zation, yet have been held back by official
i ndi fference creating a deliberate and systenatic exclusion from

institutions of power; and
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VWHEREAS, because Anerican history regards African Americans
as slaves, the other side of the dial ogue nust be understood,
which is that the so-called slave was an enslaved African and this
identity is bereft of humanity and lacking in dignity; and

WHEREAS, all Anericans and the United States governnment have
experi enced trenendous gain and continue to benefit fromthe
unj ust expropriation of unconpensated | abor by enslaved Africans,

t he subordi nati on and segregati on of the descendants of the
ensl aved, as well as fromdiscrimnation against African
Anmeri cans; and

VWHEREAS, African Anmericans have consistently sought to obtain
reparations in the courts of the United States and through appeal s
to its governnent since the de jure end of slavery and have been
unjustly denied relief; and

VWHEREAS, it is inperative that Congress establish a
conmmi ssion to conduct a study on the lingering effects of slavery
and require the comm ssion to reconmend an appropriate renedy:

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we request the M ssissippi congressional del egation
to acknow edge the fundanental injustice, cruelty, brutality and
i nhumanity of de jure slavery in the United States and require the
del egation to establish a conm ssion to examne the institution of
slavery, de jure and de facto racial and econom c discrimnation
agai nst African Americans and the continuing inpact of these
forces on African Anericans today, and to make recomendations to
Congress on appropriate renedies.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution shal
be furnished to each nenber of the M ssissippi congressional

del egation and to the Capitol Press Corps.
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