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Representative Fl aggs To: Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 14

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG TO AMEND THE M SSI SSI PP
CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890 BY CREATI NG A NEW SECTI ON ESTABLI SHI NG A
COMPREHENSI VE STATEW DE TOBACCO EDUCATI ON AND PREVENTI ON PROGRAM
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnent to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Anend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 to create a new
Section to read as follows:

"Section __. Conprehensive Statew de Tobacco Education and
Prevention Program |In order to protect people, especially youth,
from heal th hazards of using tobacco, including addictive
di sorders, cancer, cardiovascul ar di seases and | ung di seases; and
to di scourage use of tobacco, particularly anmong youth, a portion
of the noney that tobacco conpanies pay to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi under the Tobacco Settlenment each year shall be used
to fund a conprehensive statew de tobacco education and prevention
program consi stent with recormendations of the U S. Centers for
Di sease Control and Prevention (CDC) as foll ows:

(a) Program The noney appropriated pursuant to this
section shall be used to fund a conprehensive statew de tobacco
education and prevention program consistent with the
recommendati ons for effective program conponents in the 1999 Best
Practices for Conprehensive Tobacco Control Prograns of the CDC,
as such Best Practices nay be amended by the CDC. This program
shall include, at a minimum the follow ng conponents, and may

i ncl ude additional conponents that are also contained within the
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CDC Best Practices, as periodically anended, and that are
effective at acconplishing the purpose of this section, and that
do not underm ne the effectiveness of these required m ni num
conmponent s:

(1) An advertising canpaign to discourage the use
of tobacco and to educate people, especially youth, about the
heal t h hazards of tobacco, which shall be designed to be effective
at achieving these goals and shall include, but need not be
limted to, television, radio and print advertising, with no
limtation on any individual advertising nmediumutilized;

(1i1) Evidence-based curricula and progranms to
educat e yout h about tobacco and to discourage their use of it,
including, but not limted to, prograns that involve youth,
educat e youth about the health hazards of tobacco, help youth
develop skills to refuse tobacco, and denonstrate to youth how to
st op usi ng tobacco;

(ti1) Programs of |ocal community-based
partnershi ps that discourage the use of tobacco and work to
educat e peopl e, especially youth, about the health hazards of
tobacco, wth an enphasis on prograns that involve youth and
enphasi ze the prevention and cessation of tobacco use;

(iv) Enforcement of |aws, regulations and policies
agai nst the sale or other provision of tobacco to mnors, and the
possessi on of tobacco by m nors;

(v) Progranms assisting and encouragi ng
participation in tobacco cessation throughout M ssissippi; and

(vi) Publicly-reported annual evaluations to
ensure that nonies appropriated pursuant to this section are spent
properly, which shall include evaluation of the prograns
ef fectiveness in reducing and preventing tobacco use and annual
recommendations for inprovenents to enhance the programs

effectiveness, which are to include conparisons to simlar
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progranms proven to be effective in other states, as well as
conparisons to CDC Best Practices, including anmendnents thereto.

(b) Funding. In every year beginning wth the cal endar
year after voters approve this anendnent, the M ssissipp
Legi sl ature shall appropriate to a nonprofit entity designated by
the Legislature or the Partnership for a Healthy M ssissippi, for
t he purpose expressed in this section, fromthe total gross funds
t hat tobacco conpanies pay to the State of M ssissippi under the
Tobacco Settlenment, an anobunt equal to twenty percent (20% of
such funds paid to the state in 2006; and the appropriation
required by this section shall be adjusted annually for inflation,
using the Consuner Price Index as published by the United States
Departnent of Labor.

(c) Definitions. "Tobacco" includes, wthout
limtation, tobacco itself and tobacco products that include
tobacco and are intended or expected for human use or consunption,
including, but not limted to, cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco
and snokel ess tobacco. The "Tobacco Settl enent” means that
certain settlenent agreenent of the case of Mke More, Attorney
Ceneral ex. rel. State of Mssissippi v. The Anerican Tobacco
Conmpany et al. (Chancery Court of Jackson County, M ssissippi,
Cause No. 94-1429) and the settlement of any case brought agai nst
t obacco conpani es by another state, and includes any subsequent
anendnents and successor agreenents. "Youth" includes m nors and
young adults. "Health Care Trust Fund" neans the trust fund
established by the Legislature for the deposit of the funds
received by the State of Mssissippi as a result of the tobacco
settlenent, including inconme fromthe investnent of those funds.
"Heal th Care Expendabl e Fund" neans the fund established for the
annual transfer of certain funds fromthe Health Care Trust Fund
that are available for appropriation by the Legislature. "Ilncone"

nmeans all interest and dividends derived fromthe investment of
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any tobacco settlenent funds and any capital gains fromthe sale
or exchange of those investnents.

(e) This anmendnent shall be known as the "Youth Tobacco
Addi ction and Prevention Amendnent.""

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this anendnment shall be
submtted to the qualified electors at an election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday of Novenber 2007, as
provi ded by Section 273 of the Constitution and by | aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendnent establishes a Statew de Tobacco Educati on
and Prevention Program describes its conponents and requires the
Legi slature to annually appropriate noney to a nonprofit entity

for the purposes of inplenenting the program?"”
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