M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Denny To: Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 12

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPCSI NG AN AMENDMVENT TO SECTI ON
2 241, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO DELETE THE ENUMERATI ON
3 OF SPECI FI C FELONIES, CONVI CTION OF WH CH WLL PRECLUDE A PERSON
4 FROM BElI NG DECLARED A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR; TO PROVI DE THAT
5 CONVICTION IN A COURT OF THI'S STATE OR OF ANY OTHER STATE OR I N
6 ANY FEDERAL COURT OF ANY FELONY W LL PRECLUDE A PERSON FROM BEI NG
7 DECLARED A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR UNLESS A PERSON | S OTHERW SE EXEMPT;
8 AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
9 BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
10 M SSISSIPPI, That the follow ng amendnment to the M ssissipp
11 Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
12 state:
13 Amend Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
14 as foll ows:
15 "Section 241. (1) Every inhabitant of this state, except
16 idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States
17 of Anmerica, eighteen (18) years old and upward, who has been a
18 resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one (1) year in
19 the county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) nonths in
20 the election precinct or in the incorporated city or town in which
21 he offers to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this
22 article, and who has never been convicted in a court of this state
23 or any other state or in any federal court of any offense which is
24 a felony under the laws of the jurisdiction in which the
25 conviction occurred, is declared to be a qualified el ector, except
26 that he shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice
27 President of the United States if he neets the requirenents
28 established by Congress therefor and is otherwise a qualified
29 elector.
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(2) This section does not disqualify a person as an el ector

(a) The person has been pardoned for the of fense;

(b) The offense of which the person was convicted was

any violation of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any

violation of the tax laws of this state; or

(c) The person was convicted before ratification of

this amendnent of an offense that did not disqualify a person as

an el ector under the provisions of this Constitution in effect

i mredi ately before the ratification of this anmendnent.”

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed anmendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday
of Novenber 2007, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional anmendment renoves fromthe Constitution a |list of
specific felonies, conviction of any of which disqualifies a
person as an elector. The anendnent provides that conviction in
this state, another state or any federal court of any fel ony
except a violation of the tax |laws disqualifies a person as an
el ector."”

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon adoption by the Legislature of the State of M ssissippi, to
the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the

provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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