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Representatives Bail ey, Hi nes, Espy To: Local and Private
Legi sl ation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1823

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 816, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1991
AS LAST AMENDED BY CHAPTER 910, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 2003, TO
EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE WASHI NGTON COUNTY CONVENTI ON AND
VI SITORS COW TTEE, TO REQUI RE THE COW TTEE TO MAKE CERTAI N
MONTHLY REPORTS; TO REQUI RE THAT CERTAI N ANNUAL FI NANCI AL AUDI TS
BE DELI VERED S| MULTANEQUSLY TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS, THE
DI STRICT AND THE COMW TTEE; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Chapter 816, Local and Private Laws of 1991, as
anended by Chapter 953, Local and Private Laws of 1996, as anended
by Chapter 969, Local and Private Laws of 2000, as anmended by
Chapter 910, Local and Private Laws of 2003, is anended as
fol | ows:

Section 1. The Econom c Devel opnment District of Washi ngton
County, created pursuant to Section 19-5-99, M ssissippi Code of
1972, is hereby authorized and enpowered, in its discretion, to
create by resolution duly adopted and entered on its mnutes, a
committee entitled the "Washi ngton County Convention and Visitors
Committee," to be operated under the unbrella and authority of the
Econom ¢ Devel oprment District of Washi ngton County.

Section 2. The Econom c Devel opment District of Washi ngton
County nay enpower the conmmttee upon approval of the district as
fol | ows:

(a) To exercise activities relating to establishing,
pronoti ng and devel oping tourismw thin the county;

(b) To furnish, equip, staff and operate any and al
facilities and equi prrent necessary or useful in the pronotion of

tourismw thin the county;
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(c) To receive and expend revenues from any sources,
including, but not limted to, private enterprise and those
revenues provided by this act;

(d) To lease or contract for any equi pnent useful and
necessary in the pronotion of tourismand convention business; and

(e) To have and exercise all powers necessary or
convenient to effect any and all of the purposes for which the
committee is organi zed, except that the commttee nmay not own or
sell real property, and further, to appoint and enpl oy individuals
and agencies acting in its behalf for any and all of the
af orenenti oned powers and responsibilities.

Section 3. (1) For the purposes of providing funds to
pronote tourismand conventions in Washi ngton County, the Board of
Supervi sors of Washi ngton County is hereby authorized to | evy and
assess against and to collect fromevery person operating a hotel,
notel or restaurant or on-premses retailer's permt which are
| egal under the provisions of Chapter 1, Title 67, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, (hereinafter referred to as "taxable
establi shnents”) in Washi ngton County an assessnent in addition to
all other taxes now inposed, which shall not exceed a sumequal to
one percent (1% of the gross proceeds of sales of such taxable
establishnments in Washi ngton County, excluding any charges which
are exenpt fromtaxes |levied under the M ssissippi Sales Tax Law,
Chapter 65, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972. Persons |iable
for the tax inposed herein shall add the amount of such tax to the
sales price or gross incone and, in addition, shall collect,
i nsofar as practicable, the anount of the tax due by himfromthe
purchaser at the tine the sales price or gross incone is
collected. Al words, terns and phrases used herein shall have
t he sane neanings ascribed to themin Chapter 65, Title 27,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

This tax shall not apply to restaurants that have gross

proceeds of sales or gross incone of |ess than One Hundred
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Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00) per cal endar year. |In order to
cal cul ate gross proceeds of sales or gross incone, the sales or
i ncone of all of the establishnments owned, operated or controlled
by the same person, persons or corporation shall be aggregated.

(2) For the purposes of this act, the words "hotel" and
"notel"” shall nean a place of |odging that at any one tine wll
accommodate transient guests on a daily or weekly basis and that
are known to the trade as such. Hotels and notels with ten (10)
or less rental units are exenpt.

(3) For the purposes of this act, "restaurant” nmeans a pl ace
which is regularly engaged in serving cooked or prepared neals to
custoners for conpensation for on- or off-prem ses consunption,

i ncluding restaurants and |lunch counters located in other retai
establishments, but shall not include delicatessen departnents of
grocery and conveni ence stores which do not provide seating
facilities for custoners for on-prem ses consunption of neals.
Restaurants and establishnments selling al coholic beverages
operated by bona fide private clubs organi zed for sonme common

obj ect other than the sale of goods and al coholic beverages are
exenpt fromthe tax authorized herein.

(4) Such tax shall be collected by and paid to the State Tax
Comm ssion on a formprescribed by the State Tax Comm ssion in the
sanme manner that state sales taxes are conputed, collected and
paid and the full enforcenent provisions and all other provisions
of Chapter 65, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, shall apply as
necessary to the inplenentation and adm nistration of this act.

(5) The proceeds of such tax less three percent (3% to be
retained by the State Tax Comm ssion to defray the costs of
collection shall be paid to the convention and visitors conmttee
on or before the fifteenth day of the nonth followng the nonth in
whi ch col | ect ed.

(6) The proceeds of the tax shall not be considered by

Washi ngton County or any municipality therein as general fund

H B. No. 1823 * HRO3/ R2144*
07/ HRO3/ R2144
PAGE 3 (TBT\LH)



95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

revenues, but shall be dedicated solely for the purpose of
carrying out the prograns and activities of the commttee. The
Washi ngt on County Convention and Visitors Commttee may all ocate
annual |y an anount not to exceed Twenty-five Thousand Dol | ars
($25, 000. 00) per year to Washi ngton County, M ssissippi, in
consi deration of use of county facilities and support services.
Section 4. (1) The funds herein authorized shall be
expended by the convention and visitors comm ttee upon approval by
t he Econom c Devel opnent District of Washi ngton County. The
commttee shall be conposed of nine (9) nenbers to be appointed by
the district as hereinafter provided. Five (5) nenbers of the
commttee shall be the five (5) nenbers appointed to the district
by the board of supervisors and the presiding officer of the
district shall appoint four (4) nenbers of the commttee. The
four (4) nmenbers appointed by the presiding officer shall consist
of one (1) nmenber fromthe Geenville Area Chanber of Conmmerce,
one (1) nenber fromthe al coholic beverage sal es busi ness, one (1)
menber fromthe hotel or notel business, and one (1) nenber from
the restaurant business. |In the selection of conmttee nenbers,
the district shall nake every effort to select individuals who are
know edgeabl e of, or actively involved in, the tourismindustry.
The comm ttee shall be appointed within sixty (60) days foll ow ng
t he passage of this act, and the nenbers shall serve for terns of
three (3) years. The termof the menber appointed by the
presiding officer of the Econom c Devel opnment District of
Washi ngt on County fromthe al coholic beverage sal es business shal
expire on the effective date of House Bill No. 1714, 2000 Regul ar
Session, and fromand after such date, such position on the
Washi ngt on County Convention and Visitors Conmmittee shall be
filled by one (1) at |arge nenber appoi nted by the presiding

of ficer of the Econom c Devel opnment District of Washington County.
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126 (2) Al subsequent appointnents shall be nade for terns of
127 three (3) years, except that the appointnent to fill a vacancy

128 shall be for the unexpired termonly.

129 (3) The nenbers of the commttee shall serve w thout

130 conpensation and shall elect officers and adopt rules and

131 regulations. The commttee shall further fix a regular neeting
132 date, but may provide for special neetings. The commttee shal
133 keep mnutes of its proceedings, as are necessary to carry out its

134 responsibilities under this act. On the |ast day of each nonth,

135 the commttee shall file with the Chancery O erk of Wshi ngton

136 County a copy of its approved mnutes and of its accounting of

137 receipts and expenditures and any ot her financial statenents

138 pertaining to the conmttee's actions during that nonth. A quorum

139 of the commttee shall consist of five (5) nenbers.

140 (4) Any nenber of the commttee may be renoved fromoffice
141 by the district for one (1) of the follow ng reasons:

142 (a) Conviction of a felony; or

143 (b) Failure to attend three (3) consecutive neetings
144 wi thout just cause.

145 If a nmenber of the conmttee is renoved for one (1) of the
146 above reasons, the vacancy shall be filled in the manner

147 prescribed in this section.

148 Section 5. The tax authorized in this act shall not be

149 levied until the board of supervisors shall have adopted a

150 resolution favoring the tax levy and fixing the amount of the tax
151 levy and the date on which the tax levy is proposed to comrence,
152 which shall be the first day of a nonth, and the board shall have
153 published notice of its intention to |levy the tax. The notice
154 shall be published once each week for at |east three (3)

155 consecutive weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in
156 the county. The first publication of such notice shall be nade
157 not less than twenty-one (21) days prior to the date fixed in the

158 resolution on which the board proposes to |levy such tax, and the

H B. No. 1823 * HRO3/ R2144*
07/ HRO3/ R2144
PAGE 5 (TBT\LH)



159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190

| ast publication shall be made not nore than seven (7) days prior
to such date. [If, within the tine of giving notice, twenty
percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the
qualified electors of the county shall file a witten petition
agai nst the levy of such tax then such tax shall not be |evied
unl ess authorized by a majority of the qualified electors of such
county, voting at an election to be called and held for that
purpose. Prior to the effective date of the tax | evy approved as
herein provided, the board of supervisors shall furnish to the
Chai rman of the State Tax Commi ssion a certified copy of the
resol uti on evidenci ng such tax | evy.

Section 6. Before the expenditure of funds herein
prescribed, a budget reflecting the anticipated receipts and
expendi tures for such purposes as pronotion, advertising and
operation shall be approved by the board of supervisors. The
first budget of receipts and expenditures shall cover the period
beginning with the effective date of the tax and ending with the
end of the county's fiscal year and, thereafter, the budget shal
be on the sane fiscal basis as the budget of Washi ngton County.

Section 7. Accounting for receipts and expenditures of the
funds herein described shall be nade separately fromthe
accounting of receipts and expenditures of the conmttee and the
district and fromthe general fund and any other funds of
Washi ngton County. The records reflecting the receipts and
expenditures of the funds prescribed herein shall be audited
annual Iy by an i ndependent certified public accountant, and the

accountant shall make a witten report of his audit which shall be

si mul taneously delivered to the board of supervisors, the district

and the commttee. Such audit shall be nmade and conpl eted as soon
as practicable after the close of the fiscal year and the expenses
of such audit may be paid fromthe funds derived pursuant to

Section 3 of this act.
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Section 8.

The provisions of Sections 1 through 7 of this

act shall be repealed on July 1, 2011.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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