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Repr esent ati ve Mak To: Gaming; Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1737

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-65-18, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO CONFORM THE SALES TAX RATE | MPOSED ON SALES RELATED TO THE
PERFORMANCE OF CONSTRUCTI ON ACTIVITY ON CERTAIN CRU SE VESSELS TO
THE RATE | MPOSED FOR THE SAME ACTI VI TI ES ON CERTAI N FLOATI NG
STRUCTURES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-65-18, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-65-18. (1) There is levied, assessed and shall be
collected a tax of three and one-half percent (3-1/2% upon the
gross proceeds of sales or gross receipts of sales of every person
engagi ng or continuing within this state in the business of
selling any tangi bl e personal property or performng any
construction activity upon (a) any floating structure that is
normal Iy noored and not normally engaged in the business of
transporting people or property, and that is located in the waters

within the State of M ssissippi, and (b) any cruise vessel. Such

structures include, but are not limted to, casinos, floating
restaurants, floating hotels and simlar property, regardl ess of
whet her the property is self-propelled. The tax inposed under
this subsection (1) shall not apply to tangible personal property
that is not a conmponent part of the structure.

(2) If the owner of a structure described in subsection (1)
of this section holds a direct pay pernmt issued by the State Tax
Conmi ssi on under Section 27-65-93, the owner shall furnish the
permt to the seller or person performng the construction
activity unless the holder of the direct pay permt is given

witten instructions or witten authority to do otherw se by the
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conmm ssioner. After being furnished the direct pay permt, the
seller or person performng the construction activity shall be
relieved of the duty to collect the tax inposed under subsection
(1) of this section. The conm ssioner may assign a distinctive
nunber to a structure and issue the distinctive nunber to the
owner. The owner of the structure may furnish the distinctive
nunber to persons perform ng construction activity in order to
al |l ow such persons to purchase conponent materials and parts for
use in the construction activity wthout the requirenent of paying
sal es tax on the purchases.

SECTION 2. Nothing in this act shall affect or defeat any
claim assessnent, appeal, suit, right or cause of action for
t axes due or accrued under the sales tax |aws before the date on
whi ch this act becones effective, whether such cl ains,
assessnents, appeals, suits or actions have been begun before the
date on which this act becones effective or are begun thereafter;
and the provisions of the sales tax |laws are expressly continued
in full force, effect and operation for the purpose of the
assessnent, collection and enrollnment of liens for any taxes due
or accrued and the execution of any warrant under such | aws before
the date on which this act becones effective, and for the
i nposition of any penalties, forfeitures or clains for failure to
conply with such | aws.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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