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Representative Lott To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1552

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-37-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE PENALTY FOR POSSESSI ON OF A FI REARM BY A CONVI CTED
FELON;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-37-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-37-5. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person who has
been convicted of a felony under the laws of this state, any other
state, or of the United States to possess any firearmor any bow e
knife, dirk knife, butcher knife, sw tchblade knife, nmetallic
knuckl es, bl ackjack, or any nmuffler or silencer for any firearm
unl ess such person has received a pardon for such felony, has
received a relief fromdisability pursuant to Section 925(c) of
Title 18 of the U.S. Code, or has received a certificate of
rehabilitation pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.

(2) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a
fel ony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not nore than
Fi ve Thousand Dol | ars ($5,000.00), or committed to the custody of
the State Departnment of Corrections for not nore than ten (10)
years, or both.

(3) A person who has been convicted of a felony under the
laws of this state may apply to the court in which he was
convicted for a certificate of rehabilitation. The court may
grant such certificate in its discretion upon a showing to the
satisfaction of the court that the applicant has been
rehabilitated and has | ed a useful, productive and | aw abi di ng

life since the conpletion of his sentence and upon the finding of
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the court that he wll

to public safety.
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Fi rear ns;

not be likely to act in a manner dangerous

take effect and be in force from

revi se possession of by a felon.



