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Represent ati ve Franks To: Judiciary A

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1526

AN ACT TO CODI FY SECTION 7-5-58, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE DEFENDANTS WHO ARE SUBJECTS OF | NVESTI GATI ON BY THE PUBLI C
INTEGRITY UNIT OF THE OFFI CE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO PAY THE
COST OF | NVESTI GATION I N ADDI TI ON TO OTHER PENALTI ES | F CONVI CTED
OF THE VI OLATI ON | NVESTI GATED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
7-5-58, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

7-5-58. (1) In addition to any crimnal penalties, the
court may assess a defendant convicted of a violation investigated
by the Public Integrity Unit of the Ofice of the Attorney GCeneral
i ncluding, but not limted to, investigations by the Cyber Crine
Di vision or the Vul nerable Adult Division, the reasonabl e costs of
the investigation. The court nust first find that the inposition
of sanctions under this section will not inpose a financial
hardshi p on persons to whomthe payor owes a duty of support.
Costs should be paid to the Ofice of the Attorney General and
include, but are not limted to, the cost of investigators,
service of process, court reporters, expert w tnesses and
attorney's fees expended by the Public Integrity Unit in the
i nvestigation of such case.

(2) Any additional nonetary penalty assessed and |evied
under this section shall be deposited one-half (1/2) to the credit
of the State CGeneral Fund and one-half (1/2) to the Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral. The Ofice of the Attorney General nay
institute and maintain proceedings in his nane for enforcenent of
paynent in the circuit court of the county of residence of the

defendant and, if the defendant is a nonresident, such proceedings
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shall be in the Crcuit Court of the First Judicial District of

H nds County, M ssissippi.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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