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Representati ve Mayo To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1517

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-4-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CONFORM THE DEFI NI TI ONS OF "BUSI NESS" | N THE CHAPTER OF LAW
PERTAI NI NG TO ETHI CS | N GOVERNMENT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-4- 27,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REMOVE THE REQUI REMENT THAT A PERSON
MUST HAVE AT LEAST A TEN PERCENT | NTEREST | N A BUSI NESS | N ORDER
TO REPORT THAT | NTEREST I N AN ETHI CS STATEMENT OF ECONOM C

| NTEREST; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-4-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-4-3. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires
ot herwi se:

(a) "Advisory boards or commissions" * * * means
committees created solely to provide technical or professional
knowl edge or expertise to a parent organi zation, and whose nenbers
exercise no direct authority to expend public funds other than
rei mbursenent for personal expenses incurred as a result of a
menber's service on the advisory board.

(b) "Business" * * * means any corporation,
partnership, sole proprietorship, firm enterprise, franchise,
associ ation, organi zation, holding conpany, self-enployed
i ndi vidual, joint stock conmpany, receivership, trust or other
| egal entity or undertaking organized for econom c gain, or a

nonprofit corporation or other such entity, association or

organi zati on receiving public funds.

(c) "Candidate for public office" * * * means an
i ndi vi dual who has filed the necessary docunents or papers to
appear as a candidate for nom nation for election or election to

any el ective office existing under the laws of the State of
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M ssi ssippi, including primary, special or general elections. The
term "candi date" does not include any person within the neani ng of
Section 301(b) of the Federal Election Canpaign Act of 1971.

(d) "Commi ssion" * * * peans the M ssissippi Ethics
Commi ssi on._

(e) "Conpensation" * * * means noney or thing of val ue
received, or to be received, fromany person for services rendered
or to be rendered.

(f) "lnconme" * * * npeans noney or thing of value
received, or to be received, fromany source, including, but not
limted to, any salary, wage, advance, paynent, dividend,
interest, rent, forgiveness of debt, fee, royalty or any
conbi nation thereof.

(g) "Person" * * * means any individual, firm
busi ness, corporation, association, partnership, union or other
legal entity.

(h) "Public enployee" * * * neans any individual who
receives a salary, per diemor expenses paid in whole or in part
out of funds authorized to be expended by the M ssissippi State
Legi sl ature or by the governing body of any political subdivision
t hereof, or any other body politic within the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .

(i) "Public funds" * * * means all nonies, whether
federal, state, district or local.

(j) "Public official™ * * * neans:

(i) Any elected official of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi or any political subdivision thereof or any other body
politic within the State of M ssissippi; or

(1i) Any nenber, officer, director, comm ssioner,
supervi sor, chief, head, agent or enployee of the State of
M ssi ssippi, or any agency thereof, of any political subdivision
of the State of M ssissippi, of any body politic within the State

of M ssissippi, or of any public entity created by or under the
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|aws of the State of M ssissippi or by executive order of the
Governor of the state, any of which is funded by public funds or
whi ch expends, authorizes or recomends the use of public funds.

(k) "Business with which he is associ ated" neans any

busi ness of which a public servant or his relative is an officer,

director, owner, partner, enployee or is a holder of nore than ten

percent (10% of the fair market value or fromwhich he or his

rel ative derives nore than One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00) in

annual inconme or over which such public servant or his relative

exerci ses control

SECTION 2. Section 25-4-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-4-27. Each person specified under Section 25-4-25 shal
file a statenment in accordance wth the provisions of this chapter
whi ch shall be signed under oath as to the accuracy and
conpl eteness of the information set forth to the best know edge of
the person submtting such statenent. The statenent shall include
the follow ng information:

(a) The nane and residential and busi ness addresses of
such person;

(b) The title, position and offices whereby such
person is required to file;

(c) Al other occupations of such person and his spouse
during the precedi ng cal endar year and up to the date of filing;

(d) The positions held by such person or his spouse
during the precedi ng cal endar year and up to the date of filing in
any busi ness, partnership or corporation organized for profit,
listed by nanme and address;

(e) The names and addresses of all businesses with

whi ch such person is associated during the precedi ng cal endar year

and up to the date of filing * * *;

(f) The types of the gross inconme sources of such
person or his spouse for precedi ng cal endar year in excess of Two
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Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($2,500.00); each entry under this
subsection (f) shall contain the nane of the general type of such
busi ness or enterprise and the nature of the incone as to whet her
it was salary, fees, dividends, interest, profit, conmm ssions,
royalty, rent or other;

(g) Al retainers listed by type, but not anount,
recei ved by each person or his spouse during the preceding
cal endar year and up to the date of filing; for the purposes of
this chapter, "retainer" shall nmean a consideration or fee paid on
a regular and continuing basis to a person for services, whether
or not specific services are perforned by such person;

(h) Any representation or intervention by a person
speci fied under Section 25-4-25(a) and (d) for any person for
conpensation in the preceding cal endar year and up to the date of
filing before the Joint Legislative Budget Conmttee, State Fi scal
Managenment Board, the Public Service Conm ssion, Ol and Gas
Board, Conm ssioner of Banking and Consuner Fi nance, State Board
of Banking Review, the State Personnel Board, the Central Data
Processing Authority or the State Tax Comm ssion; provided,
however, that this provision shall not apply where such
representation involves only uncontested or routine matters. Such
statenent shall identify the person represented and the nature of
t he busi ness invol ved; and

(i) The filing party shall list all public bodies from
whi ch he or his spouse received conpensation in excess of One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00) during the precedi ng cal endar year.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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