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Sal aries of Public Oficers

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1514

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 25-7-19 AND 25-7-27, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE CERTAI N FEES CHARCED BY SHERI FFS AND
CONSTABLES FOR SERVI CE OF PROCESS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-7-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-7-19. (1) The sheriffs of the various counties of the
State of M ssissippi shall charge the follow ng fees:

(a) Awuniformtotal fee in all crimnal and civil cases
for the service of any process, summobns, warrant, wit or other
notice as may be required by |law or the court, each........ $35. 00

(b) In all cases where there is nore than one (1)
def endant residing at the same househol d, service on each
additional defendant.......... ... . . . . . . ... $1. 00

(c) After final judgrment has been enrolled, notice of
further proceedings involving | evy of execution on judgnments, and
attachnment and garni shment proceedi ngs, shall be deenmed a new suit
and the sheriff shall be entitled to the following fee..... $35. 00

(d) Taking bonds of every kind (for purposes of this
fee nultiple bonds for crimnal charges arising out of a single
i ncident or transaction shall be considered a single bond). $25.00

(e) Attendance in habeas corpus proceeding in vacation,
em nent domain court and commtnent cases.................. $25. 00

(f) On all noney nade by virtue of any decree,
execution or attachnent, or other process, the follow ng

conmi ssions, to wt:
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On the first One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00), five
percent (5%,

On the second One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00), four
percent (4%,

On all suns over Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00),
three percent (39%.

(g) For all service of all process of every kind and
nature issued fromw thout the county wherein it is to be served,
afee of ... . $35. 00

In civil cases, all process sent out of the county, where
i ssued to another county for service, shall be acconpanied by a
fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) to pay the sheriff's fee for
hi s execution of such process unless the clerk or justice shal
endorse on the process that the party at whose instance it issued
had filed an affidavit of inability to pay costs thereof. Al
fees sent and unearned, and the whole of it, shall be unearned if
the wit be not legally and properly executed and returned, and
shall be remtted by the sheriff with the wit at his own expense.

(2) The sheriff shall keep a conplete account of every fee
of every nature, conmm ssion or charge collected by him and shal
file an item zed statenent thereof nonthly, under oath, with the
clerk of the board of supervisors of his county who shall preserve
sane as a part of the records of his office, and he shall nake a
remttance to the clerk of the board of supervisors of his county
on or before the fifteenth of each nonth for deposit into the
general fund of the county of all said fees, conm ssions and
charges coll ected during the precedi ng nonth.

(3) Any sheriff who shall knowngly fail to collect any fee
established by |aw which was in fact collectible by himor having
collected the fee shall fail to keep account of such fee or fai
to deposit the fee with the clerk of the board of supervisors as
provi ded by subsection (2), or such other person or office

entitled thereto, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor in office and,
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upon conviction therefor, shall be fined in an anmount not to
exceed doubl e the anount he failed to collect or pay over, or
i nprisoned for not to exceed six (6) nonths in the county jail, or
be punished by both such fine and inprisonnent.
This provision shall in no way | essen the sheriff's civil
liability on his bond, but shall be an additional penalty for
m sf easance or nonfeasance in office.
SECTION 2. Section 25-7-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
25-7-27. (1) Marshals and constables shall charge the
follow ng fees:
(a) (i) Awuniformtotal fee in all civil cases,
whet her contested or uncontested, which shall include all services
in connection therewth, except as stated otherwise in this
Section, each. ... ... ... $35. 00
(ti) Awuniformtotal fee in all crimnal cases,
whet her contested or uncontested, which shall include all services
in connection therewth, except as stated otherwise in this
Section, eacCh. ... ... ... $35. 00
(tit) In all cases where there is nore than one
(1) defendant, for service on each additional
defendant .. ... $ 5.00
(iv) Wen a conplaining party has provided
erroneous information to the clerk of the court relating to the
service of process on the defendant or defendants and process
cannot be served after diligent search and inquiry, the uniform
fee shall be assessed upon subsequent successful service and an
additional fee shall be due in the following anount........ $15. 00
(v) \When a conplaining party has provi ded
erroneous information to the clerk of the court relating to the
service of process on the defendant or defendants and process
cannot be served after diligent search and inquiry, and a

defendant is served in a county other than the county in which a
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suit was filed, the constable in the county in which the suit was
filed shall receive an additional fee, upon successful service of
the defendant, in the following amount ..................... $15. 00
(b) After final judgnment has been enrolled, further
proceedi ngs involving | evy of execution on judgnents, and
attachnment and garni shnent proceedi ngs shall be a new suit for

whi ch the marshal or constable shall be entitled to the foll ow ng

(c) For conveying a person charged with a crine to
jail, mleage reinbursenent in an anount not to exceed the rate
establ i shed under Section 25-3-41(2).

To be paid out of the county treasury on the all owance of the
board of supervisors, when the state fails in the prosecution, or
the person is convicted but is not able to pay the costs.

(d) For other service, the sane fees all owed sheriffs
for simlar services.

(e) For service as a bailiff in any court in a civil
case, to be paid by the county on all owance of the court on
i ssuance of a warrant therefor, an anount equal to the per diem
conpensati on provi ded under Section 25-3-69 for each day, or part
t hereof, for which he serves as bailiff when the court is in
sessi on.

(f) For serving all warrants and ot her process and
attending all trials in state cases in which the state fails in
the prosecution, to be paid out of the county treasury on the
al | onance of the board of supervisors w thout item zation,
subj ect, however, to the condition that the marshal or constable
must not have overcharged in the collection of fees for costs,
contrary to the provisions of this section, annually
........................................................ $1, 800. 00

(2) WMarshals and constabl es shall be paid all uncollected

fees | evied under subsection (1) of this section in full fromthe

H B. No. 1514 * HR40/ R1841*
07/ HRAO/ R1841
PAGE 4 (GnED)



125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141

first proceeds received by the court fromthe guilty party or from
any ot her source of paynent in connection with the case.

(3) In addition to the fees authorized to be paid to a
const abl e under subsection (1) of this section, a constable my
recei ve paynments for collecting delinquent crimnal fines in
justice court pursuant to the provisions of Section 19-3-41(3).

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imed ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, or July 1, 2007,

whi chever occurs | ater.
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