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Represent ati ve Bl acknon To: Judiciary A
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1506

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-36, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE OFFI CE EXPENSES FOR TRI AL JUDGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-1-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-1-36. (1) Each circuit judge and chancell or shall receive
an office operating all owance for the expenses of operating the
of fice of such judge, including retaining a |aw clerk, |egal
research, stenographic help, stationery, stanps, furniture, office
equi pnent, tel ephone, office rent and other itens and expenditures
necessary and incident to naintaining the office of judge. Such
al | owance shall be paid only to the extent of actual expenses
incurred by any such judge as item zed and certified by such judge
to the Suprene Court and then in an anount of Four Thousand
Dol | ars ($4, 000.00) per annuny however, such judge may expend suns
in excess thereof fromthe conpensation otherw se provided for his
office. No part of this expense or allowance shall be used to pay
an official court reporter for services rendered to said court.

(2) In addition to the anpbunts provided for in subsection
(1), there is hereby created a separate office allowance fund for
t he purpose of providing support staff to judges. This fund shal
be managed by the Administrative Ofice of Courts.

(3) Each judge who desires to enploy support staff after
July 1, 1994, shall make application to the Adm nistrative Ofice
of Courts by submitting to the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts a
proposed personnel plan setting forth what support staff is deened

necessary. Such plan nay be submitted by a single judge or by any

H B. No. 1506 *HRO7/ R1716* Gl/ 2
07/ HRO7/ RL716
PAGE 1 (CIR HS)



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

conbi nation of judges desiring to share support staff. In the
process of the preparation of the plan, the judges, at their
request, may receive advice, suggestions, recommendations and

ot her assistance fromthe Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts nmust approve the positions, job
descriptions and sal aries before the positions may be filled. The
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall not approve any plan which
does not first require the expenditure of the funds in the support
staff fund for conpensation of any of the support staff before
expenditure is authorized of county funds for that purpose. Upon
approval by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the judge or
judges may appoint the enployees to the position or positions, and
each enpl oyee so appointed will work at the will and pl easure of
the judge or judges who appointed himbut will be enpl oyees of the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. Upon approval by the

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the appointnent of any support
staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the m nutes
of the court. \When support staff is appointed jointly by two (2)
or nore judges, the order setting forth any appoi ntnment shall be
entered on the mnutes of each participating court.

(4) The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and
promul gate m nimum qual ifications for the certification of court
adm nistrators. Any court adm ni strator appointed on or after
Oct ober 1, 1996, shall be required to be certified by the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(5) Support staff shall receive conpensation pursuant to
personnel policies established by the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts; however, fromand after July 1, 1994, the Admnistrative
Ofice of Courts shall allocate fromthe support staff fund an
anount of Forty Thousand Dol | ars ($40, 000. 00) per fiscal year
(July 1 through June 30) per judge for whom support staff is

approved for the funding of support staff assigned to a judge or
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judges. Any enploynent pursuant to this subsection shall be
subj ect to the provisions of Section 25-1-53.

The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts may approve expenditure
fromthe fund for additional equipnent for support staff appointed
pursuant to this section in any year in which the allocation per
judge is sufficient to neet the equi pment expense after provision
for the conpensation of the support staff.

(6) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng terns
shal | have the neaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly
requi res ot herw se:

(a) "Judges" neans circuit judges and chancellors, or
any conbi nation thereof;

(b) "Support staff" means court adm nistrators, |aw
clerks, legal research assistants or secretaries, or any
conbi nati on thereof, but shall not nmean school attendance
of ficers;

(c) "Conpensation" neans the gross salary plus al
anounts paid for benefits or otherwi se as a result of enploynent
or as required by enploynent; provided, however, that only salary
earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anounts paid for
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

(7) Title to all tangible property, excepting stanps,
stationery and m nor expendable office supplies, procured with
funds aut horized by this section, shall be and forever remain in
the State of M ssissippi to be used by the circuit judge or
chancell or during the termof his office and thereafter by his
successors.

(8) Al circuit judges and chancellors shall be allowed an

addi tional N ne Thousand Dol |l ars ($9, 000.00) per annumto defray

t he actual expenses incurred by such judge or chancellor in
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mai ntaining an office. The county in which a circuit judge or
chancellor sits is authorized to provide funds fromany avail abl e
source to assist in defraying the actual expenses to maintain an
of fice.

(9) The Suprenme Court, through the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall submt to the Departnent of Finance and
Adm nistration the item zed and certified expenses for office
operating all owances that are directed to the court pursuant to
this section.

(10) The Suprenme Court, through the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall have the power to adopt rules and regul ations
regarding the adm nistration of the office operating all owance
aut hori zed pursuant to this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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