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Repr esent ati ve Banks To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1474

AN ACT TO CREATE A FELONY OFFENSE FOR REMOVI NG GRAVE MARKERS;
TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-17- 39,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. It shall be a felony to renove any mlitary

mar ker, bronze vase, marker, nenorial, statue or plaque from any
grave. A violation of this section shall be punishabl e by
i mprisonment for up to ten (10) years in the custody of the
Department of Corrections and a person convicted under this
section shall be liable for all danages to such markers.

SECTION 2. Section 97-17-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-17-39. Except as provided in Section 1 of this act, if

any person, by any neans whatever, shall willfully or

m schi evously injure or destroy any of the burial vaults, urns,
menorial s, vases, foundations, bases or other simlar itens in a
cenmetery, or injure or destroy any of the work, materials, or
furniture of any courthouse or jail, or other public building, or
school house or church, or deface any of the walls or other parts
thereof, or shall wite, or nake any draw ngs or

character, or do any other act, either on or in said building or
the walls thereof, or shall deface or injure the trees, fences,
pavenents, or soil, on the grounds bel onging thereto, or an
ornanmental or shade tree on any public road or street |eading

t hereto, such person, upon conviction, for such offense, shall be

puni shed as foll ows:
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(a) If the damage caused by the destruction or
def acenent of such property has a value of |ess than Three Hundred
Dol I ars ($300.00), any person who is convicted of such offense
shall be fined not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00) or
be inprisoned in the county jail for not nore than one (1) year,
or both.

(b) If the damage caused by the destruction or
def acenent of such property has a value equal to or exceeding
Three Hundred Dol |l ars ($300.00), any person who is convicted of
such of fense shall be fined not nore than Five Thousand Dol |l ars
($5,000.00) or be inprisoned in the State Penitentiary for up to
five (5) years, or both.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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