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Represent ati ve Wat son To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1452

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-55-49, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO PROVI DE THAT THE AVAI LS OF THE AD VALOREM TAX LEVY MADE BY
MEMBER COUNTI ES OF AN Al R AMBULANCE SERVI CE DI STRI CT FOR THE
SUPPORT OF THE DI STRI CT SHALL BE PAID TO THE DI STRI CT BY THE TAX
COLLECTOR OF EACH COUNTY WHEN THE TAX IS COLLECTED, TO BRI NG
FORWARD SECTI ONS 41-55-45, 41-55-47 AND 41-55-51, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, WH CH PROVI DE FOR THE PONERS AND DUTI ES OF Al R AMBULANCE
SERVI CE DI STRI CT AND THE LEVY OF AN AD VALOREM TAX BY MEMBER
COUNTI ES OF THE DI STRI CT FOR SUPPORT OF THE DI STRI CT; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 41-55-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the board of

supervi sors of each county becom ng a nenber of an air anbul ance
service district shall annually, on or before March 15 of each
year beginning with the cal endar year in which the district is
created, pay or cause to be paid to the depository of the district
the total avails fromthe tax levied on all of the taxable
property within the county for the purpose of supporting the
district. Such paynents shall be nade and continued as | ong as
the district remains in existence, there is need therefor and the

county remains a part thereof. Except as otherw se provided in

this section, the board of supervisors of each county shal

annually provide the district the total avails fromthe tax
levied on all taxable property within the county for such purpose;
inlieu of atax levy the board of supervisors may appropriate an
equi val ent sum fromthe general fund or other available funds of

the county. Fromand after July 1, 2007, the tax collector of

each county shall pay the avails of the tax | evy nade under
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Section 41-55-47 to the district when the avails of the tax are

col | ect ed.

Any nmunicipality or county which is within the territorial
limts of the district may advance funds to the district to pay
the prelimnary expenses of the district, including reports,
organi zation or adm ni stration expenses, on such terns of
repaynment as the governing body of such nunicipality or county
shal | determ ne.

SECTION 2. Section 41-55-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:

(1) Any air anbul ance service district, through its board of

directors, is hereby enpowered:

(a) To develop, in conjunction with the head of any
federal and/or state agency as may be involved, a plan for air
anbul ance services to persons within or without the district,

i ncl udi ng communi cati ons and ot her systens incident to the

efficient performance of such services.

(b) To acquire and mai ntain any equi pnment necessary for

t he provision of such services.

(c) To set reasonable rates for services and charge for

each anbul ance cal |l nade.

(d) To establish rules and regul ations for the use of
ai r anbul ance services both within and w thout the boundaries of
the district, including cooperation with other air anbul ance
district organizations within the state and other energency
servi ce agencies, including ground anbul ances.

(e) To enploy professional managerial, technical and
clerical help as may be needed in providing air anbul ance
servi ces.

(f) To enter into agreements with ground anbul ance
facilities.

(g) To borrow, acting by and through the boards of

supervisors of the individual counties conprising the district,
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sum of noney in anticipation of the revenue to be received from
taxes levied by such counties for the support of the district; the
boards of supervisors in so doing shall follow the requirenents of
Section 19-9-27.

(h) To make contracts and to execute instrunments
necessary or convenient to the exercise of the powers, rights,
privileges, and functions conferred upon it by Sections 41-55-31
t hrough 41-55-57.

(1) To make, or cause to be nmade, surveys and
engi neering investigations relating to the project, or related
projects, for the information of the district, to facilitate the
acconpl i shnent of the purposes for which it is created.

(j) To apply for and accept grants fromthe United
States of America, or fromany corporation or agency created or
designated by the United States of Anerica, and to ratify and
accept applications heretofore or hereafter nmade by voluntary
associ ations to such agencies for grants to construct, nmaintain or
operate any project or projects which hereafter may be undertaken
or contenplated by said district.

(k) To do any and all other acts or things necessary,
requi site or convenient to the exercising of the powers, rights,
privileges or functions conferred upon it by Sections 41-55-31
t hrough 41-55-57 or any act of |aw

(2) In addition to the powers set forth in subsection (1),
the board of directors of any air anbul ance service district is
further authorized and enpowered to exercise all powers conferred
upon the governing boards of energency nedical service districts
under the provisions of the Emergency Medical Services Act of 1974
and anendnents thereto.

SECTI ON 3. Section 41-55-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

41-55-47. The board of supervisors of any county of the

state which becones a part of an air anbul ance service district
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may | evy a county-wi de tax for the support and mai nt enance of the
district in an anount not to exceed one (1) mll. Any county
whi ch desires to becone a part of an air anbul ance service
district shall levy each year a tax of not |ess than one-half
(2/2) mll on all taxable property of the county for the support
and mai ntenance of the district or such county will not be
qualified to becone or renmain a part of the district, with the
exception that should any county desire to appropriate an

equi val ent sum fromthe general fund or other avail able funds of
the county, as provided in Section 41-55-49, the levying of the
tax shall not be nandatory.

Shoul d the board of directors of any air anbul ance service
district determine that a tax |levy of less than one-half (1/2)
mll on the properties conprising the district would be sufficient
to maintain and operate the district for the forthcom ng fiscal
year, such determ nation shall, by resolution, be spread upon the
m nutes of the board of directors, which resolution shall recite
the amount of the tax levy which would suffice. A certified copy
of such resolution shall be delivered to the clerk of the board of
supervisors of the counties affected thereby. Wen so done, the
board of supervisors of the counties conprising the district may
for the forthcomng year levy a tax of no |l ess than the anount of
| evy declared to be sufficient in such resolution w thout |osing
their qualification as nenbers of the district.

Any tax | evy nade under the provisions of this section shal
be used exclusively for the support and mai ntenance of the
district and shall be nmade by the boards of supervisors at the
time and in the manner that other county tax levies are nade. The
revenue provided by this section shall not, under any
ci rcunst ances, be comm ngled with other county funds.

SECTI ON 4. Section 41-55-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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The board of directors of an air anbul ance service district
i's hereby authorized and enpowered to accept grants, |oans, gifts,
bequests or funding fromany source, public or private, that the
granting agency has authority to provide, but in no circunstances
shal |l the acceptance of any such funding obligate any district to
repay a sumin excess of the avails of the tax levies set forth
in Section 41-55-47.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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