M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

© (00} ~ o ObhWNE

N DN N D N NN MDD P P PP PRk PR
~N~ o o b~ W N P O ©o 00 N oo o~ N+, O

Represent ati ve Wat son To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1443

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 55-23-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EXPAND THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE M SSI SSI PPl VETERANS MEMORI AL STADI UM
COMM SSI ON | N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE ORDER OF THE UN TED STATES
DI STRICT COURT I N THE CASE OF AYERS V. FORDI CE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 55-23-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-23-5. There is hereby created a conm ssion to be known as
"The M ssi ssippi Veterans Menorial Stadi um Conmi ssion,”
hereinafter sometines referred to as the comm ssion, which shal
consi st of six (6) nmenbers as foll ows:

(a) One (1) nenber shall be appointed by the Mayor of
the Gty of Jackson, M ssissippi;

(b) One (1) nenber shall be selected by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning from anong the
menber ship of the board or shall be sonme other person designated
by the board;

(c) Two (2) nenbers shall be appointed by the Governor
fromthe state at |arge outside of H nds County, M ssissippi, and
one (1) nenber shall be appointed by the Governor from Hi nds
County, M ssissippi. The appointee from H nds County may be
selected froma list of three (3) persons submtted by the Hinds
County Board of Supervisors to the Governor;

(d) One (1) nmenber shall be appointed in conpliance

with the order of the United States District Court in the case of

Ayers v. Fordice, 879 F.Supp. 1419 (N.D. Mss. 1995), such
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appoi ntee being the President of Jackson State University, or his

desi gnee.

Ternms of nmenbers shall begin on May 1, 1987, as follows: O
t he nmenbers appointed by the Governor, one (1) shall serve for a
termof one (1) year, one (1) for atermof tw (2) years and one
(1) for atermof three (3) years; the nenber appointed by the
Mayor of the City of Jackson shall serve for a termof four (4)
years; and the nmenber representing the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of H gher Learning shall serve for a termof five (5)
years. Upon the expiration of the foregoing ternms, nenbers shal
serve for terns of five (5) years each. The appointing authority
shall fill any vacancy in the above terns by appointnment of a
menber for the unexpired term Menbers shall be eligible for
reappoi ntnment. An appointed nmenber serving on the comm ssion on
April 30, 1987, shall be eligible for appointnent to the
comm ssion for a term beginning May 1, 1987, of either one (1),
two (2), three (3), four (4) or five (5) years, if such nenber is
otherwi se qualified. One (1) nenber of the comm ssion appointed
by the Governor shall be a person know edgeable in marketing with
at least three (3) years actual experience therein and one (1)
nmenber appoi nted by the Governor shall be a person of recogni zed
ability in a trade or business with at |east five (5) years actual
experience therein. Fromand after May 1, 1987, the nanme of the
comm ssion shall be the "M ssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadi um
Comm ssion" and any references in Sections 55-23-3 through
55-23-11 to the M ssissippi Menorial Stadi um Comm ssion or
conmm ssion shall nmean the M ssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadium
Comm ssion unless the context clearly indicates a different
nmeaning. Fromand after May 1, 1987, the stadium shall be known
as the "M ssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadium"™ The conm ssion is
aut hori zed to accept donations of noney, property or services from

any public or private source to acconplish any physi cal
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repl acenent or alterations of stadium property necessary to
acconplish the renam ng of the stadi um

The nenbers of the conm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensati on except that nenbers shall be paid their actual and
necessary expenses in connection with the perfornmance of their
duties as nenbers of the conm ssion, including mleage, as
authorized in Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, plus a
per diemas is authorized by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of
1972, while engaged in the performance of their duties. The
expenses, nleage and per diemall owance shall be paid out of the
M ssi ssi ppi Veterans Menorial Stadi um Fund.

The comm ssion shall elect fromits nmenbership a chairman who
shal | preside over neetings and a vice chairman who shall preside
in the absence of the chairman. Three (3) nenbers of the
conmm ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any
and all business of the conm ssion.

The powers of the comm ssion shall be exercised by a majority
of the nenbers thereof, but it nay delegate to one or nore of its
menbers, or to its agents and enpl oyees, such powers and duties as
it may deem proper, and may adopt rules and regul ations for the
conduct of its business and affairs. The conm ssion shal
contract with a certified public accounting firmto conduct audits
of concession and novelty sales by vendors at the stadium The
comm ssion shall, as far as is practicable, provide that the cost
of such audits shall be paid by the vendor of such concessions or
novel ti es, or both.

The comm ssion shall appoint a director who shall have at
| east a bachelor's degree froman accredited university or
college. The director shall have the responsibility for insuring
the marketing of tickets to events conducted in the stadium in
addition to such other duties as the comm ssion may desi gnate.
Before entering upon the duties of his office, the director shal

give bond to the State of Mssissippi in the sumof Fifty Thousand
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Dol I ars ($50, 000.00), and said bond shall be conditioned upon the
faithful discharge and performance of his official duty. The
principal and surety on said bond shall be |iable thereunder to
the state for double the anount of value of any noney or property
which the state may lose, if any, by reason of any wongful or
crimnal act of said director. Said bond, when approved by the
comm ssion, shall be filed with the Secretary of State, and the
prem um t hereon shall be paid fromthe M ssissippi Veterans
Menori al Stadi um Fund.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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menber in conpliance with Ayers deci sion.



