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Representative Mers To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1440

AN ACT TO CREATE THE RESTORATI ON OF VOTI NG Rl GHTS ACT; TO
PROVI DE THAT A PERSON WHO WAS DI SQUALI FI ED AS AN ELECTOR FOR
COMM SSI ON OF CERTAIN CRI MES SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO VOTE RESTORED
AUTOVATI CALLY; TO PROVI DE THAT NOTI CE SHALL BE G VEN BEFORE A PLEA
OF GQUILTY OR NOLO CONTENDERE IS ACCEPTED IN A COURT OF LAW TO
REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO PROVI DE A VOTER
REG STRATI ON FORM TO CERTAI N PERSONS UPON RELEASE FROM A
CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI'TY; TO REQUI RE THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO
| MPLEMENT CERTAI N EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS FOR STATE AGENCI ES AND
JUDGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTI ON 1. This act shall be known as the "Restoration of

Voting Rights Act."
SECTION 2. (1) The M ssissippi State Legislature finds

t hat:

(a) Voting is a fundanental right and a civic duty;

(b) Restoring the right to vote strengthens our
denocracy by increasing voter participation and hel ps peopl e who
have conpl eted their sentences to reintegrate into society;

(c) Voting is an essential part of reassum ng the
duties of full citizenship;

(d) An estimated one hundred forty-six thousand one
hundred fifty-five (146, 155) people with felony convictions are
barred fromvoting in M ssissippi;

(e) Mssissippi is one (1) of only eleven (11) states
to indefinitely deny the vote to certain persons with felony
convi ctions;

(f) One (1) in every fifteen (15) M ssissippi voters is
di sfranchised; at a rate that is nearly three (3) tinmes the

nati onal aver age;
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(g) Mssissippi has the nation's fourth highest
di sfranchi senent rate at six and ei ghty-ni ne one-hundredths
percent (6.89%;

(h) Eighty-three percent (83% of M ssissippi’s
di sfranchi sed population is not in prison or jail but living in
the community;

(1) Seven percent (7% of those disfranchised have
fully conpleted their sentences;

(j) Restricting voting rights does not prevent crine,
nor does it provide conpensation to victins;

(m Disenfranchising persons after release fromprison
isin fact antithetical to the reentry process and harnful to
| ong-term prospects for sustainable reintegration of ex-offenders
into society;

(n) Recent research has revealed a |ink between voting
participation and reported that people who voted after rel ease
fromsupervision were half as likely to be re-arrested as those
who did not vote,;

(o) Crimnal disenfranchisenent in Mssissippi has a
di sproportionate inpact on mnority comunities which results in
t he di sbarnment of one (1) in every eight (8) African-Anerican
adults fromvoting statew de, resulting in the tenth highest rate
of African-Anerican disfranchisenent in the country;

(p) Mssissippi's current procedures to restore a
person's voting rights are onerous and are used so infrequently
that very few people have their right to vote restored;

(gq) Under current law, a person may regain the right to
vote by applying for a pardon fromthe Governor, or applying for
an Executive Order Restoring Cvil R ghts fromthe Governor, or
seeking to have the Legislature pass a bill of suffrage by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote on their behal f, these processes that
involve nmultiple branches of governnment in the restoration process

conplicate the process;
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(r) Mssissippi restored the right to vote to only one
hundred seven (107) M ssissippians in the twelve (12) years
bet ween 1992 and 2004.

(s) Extending disfranchi senment beyond a person's
sentence conplicates the process of restoring the right to vote.

(t) Passage of the "Restoration of Voting R ghts Act”
woul d sinplify restoration by making all those disfranchised
eligible to vote once they have fully conpleted their sentences,
i ncluding any terns of prison, parole, probation or comunity
corrections;

(u) A streamined restoration process conserves
gover nnment resources and saves taxpayer doll ars.

(2) The purposes of this act are to strengthen denocratic
institutions by increasing participation in the voting process, to
hel p peopl e who have fully conpleted their sentences to becone
productive nmenbers of society, and to streanline procedures for
restoring their right to vote.

SECTION 3. RESTORATION OF RIGHTS. (1) Except as provided

by Section 99-19-37, any person who has |ost the right of suffrage
pursuant to Section 241 of the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890,
shal |l have their suffrage restored automatically only when that
person has fully conpleted all terns of prison, parole, probation
or community corrections and has remained crinme and arrest free in
the two-year period followng his or her full conpletion of
sentence, any termof prison, parole, probation or community
corrections. At such time, the person's right to vote shall be
restored by operation of |aw

(2) If a person whose suffrage has been restored under this
act shall appear in the registrar's office to register as a
qualified elector, the person's nane shall be entered on the
pol | books, if the person is otherwise a qualified elector.

SECTION 4. NOTICE. (1) Before accepting a plea of guilty

or nolo contendere to a felony, and before inposing a fel ony
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sentence after trial, a court shall notify the defendant that
conviction wll result in loss of the right to vote until the ful
conpl etion of sentence, including any terns of prison, parole,
probation or community corrections, and that voting rights are
automatically restored two (2) years after the person remains
crime and arrest free in the two-year period follow ng his or her
full conpletion of sentence.

(2) As part of the process leading to the conpletion of a
di senfranchi sed person's sentence, the Departnent of Corrections
shall notify the person in witing that suffrage will be restored
if the requirenents of this act are net.

SECTI ON 5. VOTER REG STRATI ON. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her

provision of law, the Departnent of Corrections shall notify any
person convicted of a crine listed in Section 241, M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890, in witing and as a part of the rel ease
process froma correctional facility, that such person's suffrage
has been restored. After notification of restoration, the
departnent shall provide the person with a voter registration
form |If the person declines to accept the voter registration
form the departnent nust have such person sign a formnoting that
the registration formwas offered and declined. |If the person
conpletes the voter registration form the Departnent of
Corrections shall transmt the conpleted voter registration form
to the circuit clerk of the county where the registrant wll
reside.

SECTION 6. EDUCATION. The Secretary of State shall ensure

that all persons who are eligible to vote face no conti nued
barriers to registration or voting resulting fromtheir felony
convi ctions by devel oping and i npl enenting a programto educate
attorneys, judges, election officials, corrections officials,

i ncl udi ng parol e and probation officers, and nenbers of the public

as required by this act, in the foll ow ng manner:
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(a) Judges are informed of their obligation to notify
crimnal defendants of the potential |oss or retention of their
voting rights, in accordance with this act.

(b) The I anguage on voter registration forns nakes
clear that only people convicted of crines listed in Section 241,
M ssi ssi ppi Constitution of 1890, are disqualified fromvoting and
that all others retain the right to vote

(c) Probation and parole officers are infornmed of which
convicted individuals |lose their voting rights and which convicted
individuals retain their voting rights and are prepared to notify
probati oners and parol ees of their rights.

(d) Accurate and conplete information about the voting
rights of people who have been charged with or convicted of
crimes, whether disfranchising or not, is nmade avail able through a
single publication to government officials and the public.

(e) The Departnent of Corrections is prepared to assi st
people with registration to vote in anticipation of their
di scharge fromincarceration, including by forwarding their
conpl eted voter registration forns to the county circuit clerk.

(f) Probation and parole officers are infornmed of the
change in the law and are prepared to notify probationers and
parol ees how their right to vote is restored.

SECTION 7. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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