M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Holland, Flaggs, Buck, To: Public Health and Hunan
Sul I'i van, Reynol ds Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1439

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FREEDOM OF CHO CE OF PHARMACY PROVI DERS FOR
2 PATIENTS I N LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TIES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
3 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
4 SECTION 1. (1) This section shall apply to patients in
5 Jlong-termcare facilities, as defined in subsection (2) of this
6 section. It is the intent of the Legislature that the State of
7 Mssissippi shall be a "right-to-choose" state for the purposes of
8 Medicaid and Medicare benefits, and that patients of |ong-term
9 care facilities shall have the sanme rights and privil eges
10 concerning pharmacy providers as participants or beneficiaries of
11 health benefit plans.
12 (2) "Long-termcare facility" neans any skilled nursing
13 facility, extended care honme, internediate care facility, personal
14 care honme or boarding home that is subject to regulation or
15 licensure by the State Departnent of Health.
16 (3) A patient in along-termcare facility shall not be
17 limted in his choice of a pharmacy or pharnmaci st provider if that
18 provider neets the sane standards of dispensing guidelines
19 required of long-termcare facilities.
20 (4) Along-termcare facility nmay require that a patient or
21 the person who normal ly makes health care decisions on behal f of
22 the patient sign a docunent that identifies his pharnmacy or
23 pharnmaci st provider of choice and that rel eases the facility of
24 any liability for the dispensing of the prescription until the
25 facility accepts control of the dispensed drug.
26 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
27 and after July 1, 2007.
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