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Represent ati ve Howel | To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1362

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-29-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE THE COMM SSI ONERS OF A REGQ ONAL RAI LROAD AUTHORI TY TO
APPO NT AN EXECUTI VE COWM TTEE; TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH COW TTEE,
VHEN SO APPA NTED, MAY EXERCI SE ANY POVNER OR PERFORM ANY DUTY THAT
'S NOT | NCONSI STENT WTH OR I N EXCESS OF THE PONERS AND DUTI ES
AUTHORI ZED TO BE PERFORMED BY THE COMM SSI ONERS OF THE REGQ ONAL
RAI LROAD AUTHORI TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-29-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-29-9. (1) Two (2) or nore counties in which there are
| ocated railroad properties and facilities of a railroad, or in
whi ch such properties and facilities previously existed, but were
abandoned after February 5, 1976, may, by resolution of each,
create a public body, corporate and politic, to be known as a
regional railroad authority which shall be authorized to exercise
its functions upon the issuance by the Secretary of State of a
certificate of incorporation. The board of supervisors of each
county joining in such regional authority shall, pursuant to the
resol uti on organi zi ng such authority, appoint five (5) residents
of the county as comm ssioners of the authority and, as soon
thereafter as practicable, the governing authorities of any
municipality in such county, through which such railroads run
shal | appoint a conm ssioner of the authority.

If the regional authority consists of an even nunber of
commi ssioners, an additional comm ssioner shall be appointed by
the Governor fromw thin the geographi c boundaries of the regional

authority.
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(2) Aregional railroad authority may be increased fromtine
to time to serve one or nore additional counties if each
addi tional county and each of the counties then included in the
regi onal authority and the comm ssioners of the regional
authority, respectively, adopt a resolution consenting thereto.

If a county railroad authority for any county seeking to be
included in the regional authority is then in existence, the
conmm ssioners of the county authority shall consent to the

i nclusion of the county in the regional authority, and if the
county authority has any bonds outstanding, unless fifty-one
percent (51% or nore of the holders of the bonds consent, in
witing, to the inclusion of the county in the regional authority,
no such inclusion shall be effected. Upon the inclusion of any
county in the regional authority, all rights, contracts,
obligations and property, real and personal, of the county
authority shall be in the name of and vest in the regional
authority.

(3) Aregional railroad authority may be decreased if each
of the counties then included in the regional authority and the
conmm ssioners of the regional authority consent to the decrease
and make provision for the retention or disposition of its assets
and liabilities; however, if the regional authority has any bonds
out standi ng, no decrease shall be effected unless seventy-five
percent (75% or nore of the holders of the bonds consent thereto
in witing.

(4) A county shall not adopt any resol ution authorized by
this section without a public hearing thereon. Notice thereof
shall be given at least ten (10) days prior thereto in a newspaper
published in the county, or if there is no newspaper published
therein, then in a newspaper having general circulation in the
county.

(5 Al comm ssioners of a regional railroad authority

appoi nted by nmunicipalities shall be appointed for terns of five
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(5) years each. Conm ssioners who are initially appointed by a
board of supervisors shall be designated to serve terns of one
(1), two (2), three (3), four (4) and five (5) years,
respectively; thereafter, each such termshall be five (5) years.
A vacancy occurring otherw se than by expiration of termshall be
filled for the unexpired termin the sane manner as the original
appoi nt nment s.

(6) A regional railroad authority, in its discretion, by

resol ution duly adopted and entered upon its mnutes, may appoint

an executive commttee fromanong its nenbership. The executive

commttee shall consist of such nunber and shall be appointed in

such manner so as to fairly represent the counties and

muni cipalities served by the regional authority. The nenbers of

the executive commttee shall serve for such terns as desi gnated

by the regional authority and may be renoved fromthe commttee

before expiration of their ternms in accordance with such procedure

as the regional authority may adopt. The executive conmttee,

when so appointed, may be authorized by the regional authority to

exerci se such powers and perform such duties, with or wthout the

prior approval of the regional authority, as the regional

authority deens appropriate; however, the executive commttee nay

not exercise any power or performany duty that is inconsistent

with or in excess of the powers and duties authorized to be

performed under the provisions of this chapter by the

commi ssioners of the regional authority.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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