M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

© (00} ~ (o)} (93] A WNPE

N N DD DD N MDD P PP PP PR, R
o o0~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ N+, O

Represent ati ve Bl ackmon To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO 1361

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-32-71, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO REVI SE THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE PUBLI C DEFENDER TASK FORCE; TO
EXTEND THE REPEALER ON THE TASK FORCE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 25-32-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
25-32-71. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Public
Def ender Task Force which shall be conposed of eleven (11) nenbers
as foll ows:
(a) The President of the M ssissippi Public Defender
Associ ation, or his designee;
(b) The President of the M ssissippi Prosecutors
Associ ation, or his designee;
(c) A representative of the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts;
(d) A representative of the M ssissippi Suprenme Court;
(e) A representative of the Conference of GCrcuit
Judges;
(f) A representative of the M ssissippi Attorney
General's Ofice;
(g) A representative of the M ssissippi Association of
Supervi sors;

(h) A representative of The M ssissippi Bar;

(i) A representative of The Magnolia Bar;

(j) The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Conmittee, or

hi s desi gnee;
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(k) The Chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Commi ttee, or his designee;

(I) The Chairman of the House Judiciary En Banc
Comm ttee, or his designee;

(m The Chairman of the House Appropriations Commttee,
or his designee.

(2) At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman fromits nenbership and shall adopt
rules for transacting its business and keepi ng records. Menbers
of the task force shall receive a per diemin the anount provided
in Section 25-3-69 for each day engaged in the business of the
task force. Menbers of the task force other than the |egislative
nmenbers shall receive rei nbursenent for travel expenses incurred
whi l e engaged in official business of the task force in accordance
Wi th Section 25-3-41 and the |egislative nmenbers of the task force
shal | receive the expense allowance provided for in Section
5-1-47.

(3) The duties of the task force shall be to:

(a) Make a conprehensive study of the needs by circuit
court districts for state-supported indigent defense counsel,
exam ni ng exi sting public defender prograns. Reports shall be
provided to the Legislature each year at |east one (1) nonth
before the convening of the regul ar session.

(b) Exam ne and study approaches taken by other states
in the inplenentation and costs of state-supported indigent
crimnal cases.

(c) To study the relationship between presiding circuit
court judges and the appointnent of crimnal indigent defense
counsel .

(4) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2011.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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