M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative C arke To: Public Health and Hunan
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1354

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 73-9-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 REVISE THE COMPOSI TI ON OF THE STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAM NERS TO
3 I NCLUDE THE APPO NTMENT OF THREE AFRI CAN AMERI CAN MEMBERS; TO

4  ESTABLI SH PROCEDURE FOR FI LLI NG VACANCI ES AS A RESULT OF UNEXPI RED
5 TERV5; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 73-9-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as foll ows:

9 73-9-7. (1) The duties of the M ssissippi State Board of

10 Dental Exam ners, or "the board," shall be to carry out the

11 purposes and provisions of the |laws pertaining to the practice of
12 dentistry and dental hygiene. The M ssissippi State Board of

13 Dental Examiners is continued and reconstructed as follows: The
14 board shall consist of seven (7) licensed and actively practicing
15 dentists and one (1) licensed and actively practicing dental

16 hygienist, three (3) of which shall be of African Anmerican

17 descent, each a graduate of an accredited coll ege of dentistry or
18 dental hygiene, as appropriate, and practicing within the State of
19 Mssissippi for a period of five (5) or nore years next preceding
20 his or her appointnment. No dentist or dental hygienist shall be
21 eligible for appointment who can be construed to be in violation
22 of current state ethics |aws and regul ati ons.

23 (2) The nenbers of the board appointed and serving before
24 July 1, 2002, shall conplete their current four-year appointmnents.
25 Upon conpl etion of those appointnents, the termof each of the

26 successor dentist and dental hygieni st appoi ntees provided for in
27 this section shall be for a period of six (6) years and shal

28 termnate on and after June 30 of the sixth year.
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(3) The Governor shall appoint one (1) dentist menber of the

board fromthe state at large froma list of six (6) African

Aneri can dentists, each of whom being the dentist receiving the

hi ghest nunber of votes in his or her individual district froma

pol |l conducted and conpiled by the board. The poll shall consi st

of a blank ballot with three (3) spaces for nom nation provided to

all licensed African Anerican dentists in the state. The

appoi ntnent by the Governor of the dentist at |arge shal

constitute one (1) of the board's three (3) African Anmerican

nmenbers. Upon expiration of the termof office of any of the six
(6) nmenbers of the board who are appointed fromdistricts, the
Governor shall appoint his successor froma list of nanmes to be
submtted as set out in this subsection. Al appointnents to the
board shall be nade with the advice and consent of the Senate.

The board shall poll all licensed dentists in the state by
dental district as foll ows:

Dental District One: Alcorn, Benton, Cal houn, Chickasaw,
Choctaw, C ay, Itawanba, Lafayette, Lee, Lowndes, Marshall
Monr oe, Okti bbeha, Pontotoc, Prentiss, Tippah, Tishom ngo, Union,
Webst er;

Dental District Two: Bolivar, Carroll, Coahoma, DeSoto,
Grenada, Hol mes, Hunphreys, I|ssaquena, Leflore, Montgonery,
Panol a, Quitnman, Sharkey, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tate, Tunica,
Washi ngt on, Yal obusha, Yazoo;

Dental District Three: Attala, J arke, Covington, Forrest,
Jasper, Jones, Kenper, Lamar, Lauderdal e, Leake, Neshoba, Newt on,
Noxubee, Perry, Scott, Smth, Wayne, Wnston;

Dental District Four: Hi nds, Madison, Rankin, Warren;

Dental District Five: George, G eene, Hancock, Harrison,
Jackson, Pearl River, Stone;

Dental District Six: Adanms, Amte, C aiborne, Copiah,
Franklin, Jefferson Davis, Jefferson, Law ence, Lincoln, Marion,

Pi ke, Sinpson, Walthall, W] kinson;
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and request the subm ssion fromeach such dental district of three
(3) nom nations for appointnment as nenbers of the board fromthe
six (6) districts. Thirty (30) days after submtting that
request, the board shall list all nom nations by district
according to the nunber of votes each received. The top three (3)
names from each district shall then be considered as a |ist of
names to be submtted to the Governor as referred to above each
time a vacancy occurs in one (1) of the six (6) positions
appointed fromdistricts or whenever the Governor requests that
subm ssion. During the course of each cal endar year, the board
shall take like polls of all licensed dentists practicing in each
dental district, and shall prepare new lists therefromto be
submtted to the Governor, which shall be used in the appointnent
of the six (6) nmenbers appointed fromdistricts.

It is the purpose of this section that no nore than one (1)
appoi ntee of the six (6) nenbers appointed fromdistricts shal
serve fromany district at any one tine. The names on the lists
shall be given priority in accordance with the votes for each
nom nee. In case of atie, the persons receiving tie votes shal
have their nanes placed on the list even though it results in nore
than three (3) nanes on the list fromthat district.

(4) The one (1) dental hygienist nenber shall be appointed
by the Governor fromthe state at large froma list of six (6)
dental hygienists, each of whom being the dental hygieni st
recei ving the highest nunber of votes in his or her individual
district froma poll conducted and conpiled by the board. The
poll shall consist of a blank ballot with three (3) spaces for
nom nation provided to all |icensed dental hygienists in the
state. During the course of each cal endar year, the board shal
take like polls of all licensed dental hygienists practicing in
the state, and shall prepare a new list of six (6) dental
hygi enists, the list to consist of the dental hygienists receiving

t he hi ghest nunmber of votes in each district, to be submtted to
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t he Governor, which shall be used in the appointnent of the dental
hygi eni st nmenber fromthe state at large. 1In case of a tie, the
persons receiving tie votes shall have their nanmes placed on the
list even though it results in nore than six (6) names on the
list.

The board shall poll all licensed dental hygienists in the
state by dental district as that enunerated in subsection (3) of
this section.

(5 No dentist or dental hygienist nenber shall be permtted
to serve consecutive terns, but may be nom nated for reappointnent
after the expiration of six (6) years fromthe conclusion of his
or her term Any vacancy in the board nenbership shall be filled
by the Governor within sixty (60) days by appoi ntnent of a past

menber of the board whose term had not imredi ately expired before

bei ng succeeded by the nenber creating the vacancy. Any

appoi ntnent nmade to fill a vacancy or to replace an incunbent
hol di ng over shall term nate in accordance with the designation of
the particular termand until his or her successor is duly

appoi nted and qualifi ed.

(6) A vote for an individual dentist or dental hygienist in
all polls may be counted only once for each ballot no matter how
many tinmes the nane is listed on the ballot.

(7) The Secretary of State shall, at his discretion, at any
tinme there is sufficient cause, investigate the nethod and
procedure of taking those polls and establishing those lists, and
the board shall nmeke available to himall records invol ved
therein; and if the Secretary of State should find cause therefor
he may, upon specifying the cause, declare the list invalid,
wher eupon the board shall follow the procedure set out above to
establish a newlist. |[If a vacancy exists and no list is
avai l abl e, the Board of Dental Examners is to follow the
above-descri bed procedure in establishing a newlist for the

appropriate board appoi nt nent.
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128 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
129 and after July 1, 2007.
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