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Represent atives Hol |l and, Scott, Cark To: County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1316

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-31-19, 43-31-27, 43-31-29,
43-31-31 AND 41-39-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE
COUNTI ES TO WAl VE THE RESI DENCY REQUI REMENT FOR DETERM NATI ON OF
PAUPER STATUS TO QUALI FY FOR BURI AL COSTS; TO PROVI DE THAT
COUNTI ES AND MUNI CI PALI TI ES BURYI NG PAUPERS MAY USE COUNTY OR
MUNI CI PAL EMPLOYEES AND EQUI PMENT, PURCHASE NECESSARY MATERI ALS
AND CONTRACT FOR NECESSARY SERVI CES FOR THAT PURPCSE; TO PROVI DE
THAT THOSE PROVI SI ONS DO NOT AUTHORI ZE PUBLI C FUNDS TO BE USED FOR
CEREMONI ES ASSOCI ATED W TH BURI ALS OR FUNERALS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-31-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-31-19. To entitle any pauper to be supported by the
county, he must have been a bona fide resident thereof for six (6)
nont hs before his application for support; and the settlenent of
the parent or parents shall entitle the children to a settlenent.

The board of supervisors, in their discretion, nmay waive the

application and residency requirenent for determ nation of pauper

status only to qualify for burial costs and rel ated services to be

provi ded by the county. Nothing in this section authorizes public

funds to be used for cerenopni es associated with burials or

funeral s.

SECTION 2. Section 43-31-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-31-27. The nenbers of the board of supervisors shal
prevent the poor fromstrolling fromone district to another; and
in case any pauper * * * |eaves the county in which he may have a
settlenment, and renoves to another county, any nenber of the board
of supervisors may nake an order to renove the pauper back to the

county from which he cane, directed to any constable to execute.
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But if the pauper is sick or disabled so that he cannot be
renmoved, he shall be provided for in the county in which he may be
found until he can be renoved; and the county in which he had a

| egal settlenent shall pay all charges occasi oned by the support
of the pauper and for renoval, or burial in case of death, which
shall constitute a charge against the county, and may be

recoverabl e by action before the proper court. That charge shal

i ncl ude, but not be limted to, reasonable costs for the use of

county enpl oyees and equi pnent, the purchase of necessary

materials, and the contracting for necessary services to provide

the burial. Nothing in this section authorizes public funds to be

used for cerenopni es associated with burials or funerals. It shal

be the duty of the board of supervisors of the county to which any
pauper bel ongs, to receive him on his renoval, and provide for
himas in other cases.

SECTION 3. Section 43-31-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-31-29. The boards of supervisors shall also relieve,
support or enploy paupers found or being in the county, though not
entitled to a settlenent therein, and, in case of their decease,
shal |l decently bury them and all expenses shall be chargeable to
and recoverable fromthe county in which the pauper had a
settlenent; and the board shall decently bury all strangers dying

in the county. Decent burial may include the use of county

enpl oyees and equi pnent, the purchase of necessary materials, and

the contracting for necessary services. Nothing in this section

aut hori zes public funds to be used for cerenpnies associated with

burials and funerals.

SECTION 4. Section 43-31-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-31-31. The nunicipal authorities of every city, town and
village shall bury all strangers found dead within their limts,

or found floating in any waters at a point adjoining their limts,
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and all expenses or charges shall be chargeable to the county; and
an accurate account thereof shall be reported to the board of
supervisors, who shall allow the sanme, and order it to be paid out
of the county treasury; but the boards of supervisors may fix

maxi mum charges for those burials. Burial costs may include the

necessary use of mnunicipal enpl oyees and equi pnment, the purchase

of necessary materials and the contracting for necessary services.

Not hing in this section authorizes public funds to be used for

cerenoni es associated with burials or funerals.

SECTION 5. Section 41-39-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-39-5. Any physician, hospital, funeral director,
enbal ner, coroner or other person acquiring possession of a dead

human body or portion thereof that is not clainmed for burial or

cremation within forty-eight (48) hours of its acquisition shal
give witten notice thereof to the board of supervisors, or a
menber thereof, of the county in which the dead body or portion
thereof is located, furnishing such identification of the decedent
as may be avail able. The board of supervisors shall nmake
reasonable efforts to notify nenbers of the decedent's famly or
ot her known interested persons, and, if the dead body or portion
thereof is not clainmed for burial or cremation by any interested
person within five (5) days of the aforenentioned witten notice,

t he board of supervisors shall, as soon as it may think
appropriate, authorize and direct the burial or cremation and
burial of the residue of the dead body or portion thereof. Inits
di scretion and where otherwi se permtted to do so by law, the
board of supervisors may direct the disposition of the dead body
or portion thereof as provided by Section 41-39-7. The reasonabl e
expense of the burial or cremation and burial of the residue of a
dead body shall be borne by the estate of the decedent or of any
person liable at |aw for the necessities of the decedent during

his lifetime or, if they are unable to pay the sanme, by the county
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of residence or settlenent of the decedent, if known, and, if not
known, by the county in which the dead body or portion thereof is
| ocat ed.

I f the person having possession of the dead human body or
portion thereof has no avail abl e means of preserving the sane
and * * * so notifies the board of supervisors, or a nenber
thereof, of the county in which the dead body or portion thereof
is located, it shall be the duty of the board of supervisors to
make arrangenents for the preservation of the sane until burial or
cremation and burial of the residue of the dead body as * * *

provi ded above in this section, and the expense of that

preservation shall be borne as * * * provided above in this

section with respect to the expense of burial or cremation.

The burial, cremation and preservation, and reasonabl e

expenses thereof may include the costs of the use of county

enpl oyees and equi pnent, the purchase of necessary materials and

the contracting for necessary services. Nothing in this section

aut hori zes public funds to be used for cerenpnies associated with

burials or funerals.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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