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El ections; County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1309

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-635 AND 23-15-719, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE FORM OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-635, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-635. (1) The formof the elector's certificate,
attesting witness certification and certificate of person
provi di ng voter assistance on the back of the envel ope used by
voters who do not use the registrar of their county of residence
as an attesting witness shall be as foll ows:

ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR VOTERS NOT APPEARI NG

BEFORE THE CI RCU T CLERK

"ELECTOR S CERTI FI CATE"
STATE OF

COUNTY OR PARI SH OF

I, , do solemly swear that this envel ope contains

the ball ot marked by ne indicating ny choice of the candi dates or
propositions to be submtted at the election to be held on the

day of , 2 , and | hereby authorize the

registrar to place this envelope in the ballot box on ny behalf,
and | further authorize the el ection managers to open this

envel ope and place ny ballot anong the other ballots cast before
such ballots are counted, and record ny name on the poll list as
if I were present in person and vot ed.

| further swear that | marked the enclosed ballot in secret.
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(Si gnature of voter)
CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS

| f you have obtained the encl osed ballot by reason of a

tenporary or permanent physical disability, you are not required

to have the following certificate of attesting wtness notari zed,

but it nust be signed by a person eighteen (18) years of age or

ol der.

NOTI CE TO ATTESTI NG W TNESS:

READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COVPLETI NG

Conpl ete and sign either (A) or (B), BUT NOT BOTH (A)

shoul d be conpleted only if the voter has not received assi stance

in marking the enclosed ballot. (B) should be conpleted only if

the voter has received assistance in marking the encl osed ball ot.

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS NOT

PROVI DI NG VOTER ASSI STANCE

(A (To be conpleted only if the voter has not received

assistance in marking the enclosed ballot.) Personally appeared

before ne, on this the day of :

20 , the above-naned voter, known by ne to be the person naned,

who after being duly sworn or having affirnmed, subscribed the

foregoing oath or affirmation. The said voter exhibited to nme his

bl ank ballot; that said ballot was not marked or voted before the

said voter exhibited the ballot to ne; that said voter then

retired out of ny presence, but within ny sight, and voted his

ball ot so that | could not see how he voted; that no one was

present with said voter as he marked his ballot; that the said

voter was not solicited or advised by nme to vote for any

candi date, question or issue, and that the voter, after marking

his ballot, placed it in the envel ope, closed and seal ed the

envel ope in ny presence, and signed and swore or affirned the

above certificate.

Signature of attesting wtness Printed name of attesting wtness
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Address of attesting w tness Oficial Title (if any)

Cty and State

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS

ALSO PROVI DI NG VOTER ASSI STANCE

(B) (To be conpleted only if the voter has received assistance in

mar ki ng the encl osed ballot.) Personally appeared before ne, on

this the day of , 20 , the

above-naned voter, known by ne to be the person nanmed, who after

being duly sworn or having affirmed, subscribed the foregoing oath

or affirmation. | hereby certify that the above-nanmed voter

declared to ne that he or she is blind, tenporarily or permanently

physi cal ly di sabled, or cannot read or wite, and that the voter

requested that | assist the voter in marking the encl osed absentee

ballot. The said voter was not solicited or advised by nme to vote

for any candidate, question or issue. | hereby certify that the

bal | ot preferences on the encl osed ballot are those communi cat ed

by the voter to ne, and that | have marked the enclosed ballot in

accordance with the voter’s instructions. After the ballot was

mar ked, it was placed in the envel ope, closed and seal ed and

signed and sworn or affirnmed in ny presence.

Signature of attesting wtness Printed name of attesting wtness

Address of attesting w tness Oficial Title (if any)

Cty and State Date and tine assistance provided

Notice to Absent Elector: Ballots personally cast in the

registrar’s office nust be cast not later than 12: 00 noon on the

Saturday i nmmedi ately preceding election held on Tuesday, the

Thursday i medi ately preceding el ections held on Saturday, or the

second day i medi ately preceding the date of el ections held on
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other days. If mailed, the envel ope and ball ot nust be received by

5:00 p.m on the date preceding the election and i medi atel y

pl aced in the proper ball ot box.

ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR PERSON HAVI NG

TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TI ES

"ELECTOR’S CERTI FI CATE"

STATE OF M SSI SSI PP

COUNTY OR PARI SH CF

I, do sol emnly swear

that this envel ope contains the ballot marked by nme indicating ny

choi ce of the candi dates or propositions to be submtted at the

el ection to be held on the day of :

20 , and | hereby authorize the registrar to place this

envel ope in the ballot box on ny behalf, and I further authorize

the el ection managers to open this envel ope and place ny ball ot

anong the other ballots cast before such ballots are counted, and

record ny nane on the poll list as if | were present in person and

vot ed.

| further swear that | nmarked the enclosed ballot in secret.

(Si gnature of Voter)

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS

| f you have obtained the encl osed ballot by reason of a

tenporary or permanent physical disability, you are not required

to have the following certificate of attesting wtness notari zed,

but it nust be signed by a person eighteen (18) years of age or

ol der.

Notice to Attesting Wtness: READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COVPLETI NG

Conpl ete and sign either (A or (B), BUT NOT BOTH (A) should be

conpleted only if the voter has not received assistance in marking

the enclosed ballot. (B) should be conpleted only if the voter

has recei ved assistance in marking the encl osed ball ot.

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS NOT
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PROVI DI NG VOTER ASSI STANCE

(A (To be conpleted only if the voter has not received

assi stance in marking the enclosed ballot.) Personally appeared

before ne, on this the day of :

20 , the above-naned voter, known by ne to be the person naned,

who after being duly sworn or having affirmed, subscribed the

foregoing oath or affirmation. The said voter exhibited to ne his

bl ank ballot; that said ballot was not marked or voted before the

said voter exhibited the ballot to ne; that said voter then

retired out of ny presence, but within ny sight, and voted his

ball ot so that | could not see how he voted; that no one was

present with said voter as he marked his ballot; that the said

voter was not solicited or advised by nme to vote for any

candi date, question or issue, and that the voter, after marking

his ballot, placed it in the envel ope, closed and seal ed the

envel ope in ny presence, and signed and swore or affirned the

above certificate.

Signature of attesting witness Printed nane of attesting w tness

Address of attesting w tness Oficial Title (if any)

Cty and State

CERTI FI CATE OF ATTESTI NG W TNESS

ALSO PROVI DI NG VOTER ASSI STANCE

(B) (To be conpleted only if the voter has received assistance in

mar ki ng the encl osed ballot.) Personally appeared before ne, on

this the day of , 20 , the

above-naned voter, known by nme to be the person nanmed, who after

being duly sworn or having affirmed, subscribed the foregoing oath

or affirmation. | hereby certify that the above-nanmed voter

declared to ne that he or she is blind, tenporarily or permanently

physi cal ly di sabled, or cannot read or wite, and that the voter
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requested that | assist the voter in marking the encl osed absentee

ballot. The said voter was not solicited or advised by nme to vote

for any candi date, question or issue. | hereby certify that the

bal | ot preferences on the encl osed ballot are those communi cat ed

by the voter to ne, and that | have marked the enclosed ballot in

accordance with the voter’s instructions. After the ballot was

mar ked, it was placed in the envel ope, cl osed and seal ed and

signed and sworn or affirnmed in ny presence.

Signature of attesting w tness Printed name of attesting wtness

Address of attesting wtness Oficial Title (if any)

Cty and State Date and tine assistance provided

Notice to Absent Elector: Ballots personally cast in the

registrar’s office nust be cast not later than 12: 00 noon on the

Saturday i nmmedi ately preceding election held on Tuesday, the

Thursday i medi ately preceding el ections held on Saturday, or the

second day i medi ately preceding the date of el ections held on

other days. |If mailed, the envel ope and ball ot nust be received

by 5:00 p.m on the date preceding the election and i medi atel y

pl aced in the proper ball ot box.

(2) The envel ope used pursuant to this section shall not
contain the form prescribed pursuant to Section 23-15-719.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-719, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-719. (1) Inmmediately upon conpletion of an
application filed pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (a) of
Section 23-15-715, the registrar shall deliver the necessary
ballots to the applicant. The registrar shall only deliver the
ballots to the applicant by mail or to the applicant in the
registrar's office. The registrar shall not personally hand

deliver ballots to voters, unless he delivers the ballots in the
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office of the registrar. The elector shall fill in his ballot in
secret. After the applicant has properly marked the ballot and
properly folded it, he shall deposit it in the envel ope furnished
him by the registrar.

After he has seal ed the envel ope, he shall subscribe and
swear to an affidavit in the following form which shall be
printed on the back of the envel ope containing the applicant's
bal | ot :

ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR VOTERS APPEARI NG

BEFORE THE CI RCU T CLERK

"VOTER’S AFFI DAVI T"

STATE OF M SSI SSI PP
COUNTY OF

I, do sol emnly swear

that this envel ope contains the ballot marked by ne indicating ny

choi ce of the candi dates or propositions to be submtted at the

el ection to be held on the day of :

20 , and | hereby authorize the registrar to place this

envel ope in the ballot box on ny behalf, and I further authorize

the el ection managers to open this envel ope and place ny ball ot

anong the other ballots cast before such ballots are counted, and

record ny nane on the poll list as if | were present in person and

vot ed.

| further swear that | nmarked the encl osed ballot in secret.

(Si gnature of Voter)

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRI BED bef ore ne,

this the day of , 20

(Regi strar)

CERTI FI CATE OF PERSON PROVI DI NG VOTER ASSI STANCE

(To be conpleted only if the voter has received assistance in

mar ki ng the enclosed ballot). | hereby certify that the
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above-nanmed voter declared to ne that he or she is blind,

tenporarily or permanently physically disabled, or cannot read or

wite, and that the voter requested that | assist the voter in

mar ki ng the encl osed absentee ballot. | hereby certify that the

bal | ot preferences on the encl osed ballot are those communi cat ed

by the voter to ne, and that | have marked the enclosed ballot in

accordance with the voter’s instructions.

Si gnature of person providi ng assi stance

Printed name of person providi ng assi stance

Address of person providi ng assi stance

Date and tinme assistance provided

Fam |y relationship to voter (if any)

Notice to Absent Elector: Ballots personally cast in the

registrar’s office nust be cast not later than 12: 00 noon on the

Saturday i nmedi ately preceding el ections held on Tuesday, the

Thursday i medi ately preceding el ections held on Saturday, or the

second day i medi ately preceding the date of elections held on

ot her days.

(3) The envel ope used pursuant to this section shall not
contain the formprescribed by Section 23-15-635.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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258 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
259 and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

260 Rights Act of 1965, as anmended and extended.
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