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Representati ve Reed To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1298

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT I T SHALL NOT BE UNLAWUL UNDER CERTAI N
CONDI TI ONS TO OPERATE AN ALL- TERRAI' N VEH CLE UPON GOVERNVENT LANDS
OTHER THAN PUBLI C ROADS, STREETS AND H GHWAYS; TO REQUI RE PERSONS
OPERATI NG SUCH VEH CLES ON GOVERNMENT LANDS TO WEAR A CRASH
HELMET, TO MEET THE MANUFACTURER S RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG THE
M Nl MUM AGE AND MAXI MUM NUMBER OF PASSENGERS THAT MAY OPERATE OR
RI DE UPON SUCH VEH CLE, AND TO COWVPLY W TH ALL LAW5, RULES AND
REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG USE OF THE VEH CLE ON THE LANDS VWHERE THE
VEHI CLE IS BEI NG OPERATED; TO PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR PERSONS
VI OLATI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) For the purposes of this section, the

following terns shall have the meaning ascribed in this subsection
unl ess the context otherw se requires:

(a) "All-terrain vehicle" neans any notorized vehicle
manuf act ured and desi gned exclusively for off-road use that is
sixty (60) inches or less in width, has an unl aden dry wei ght of
seven hundred fifty (750) pounds or |ess, travels on three (3),
four (4) or nore |ow pressure tires, has a seat designed to be
straddl ed by the operator and uses handl ebars for steering
control;

(b) "CGovernnmental authority” means the State of
M ssi ssi ppi and any state agency, departnent, institution or
instrunentality thereof, and any county, runicipality or political
subdi vision of the state, or any instrunmentality thereof.

(c) "CGovernnent |ands" nmeans real property owned by or
| eased by a governnental authority or over which a governnenta
authority has jurisdiction to enforce | aws, rules and regul ati ons
governing the perm ssible uses of such property.

(2) Except as provided under subsection (3) of this section,

it shall not be unlawful for any person to operate an all-terrain
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vehi cl e upon any governnent | ands, provided that every such
operator shall:

(a) Wear on his or her head a crash hel net that
conplies with m ninum gui del i nes established by the National
Hi ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration pursuant to the National
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 for hel nets designed
for use by notorcyclists;

(b) Meet the all-terrain manufacturer's recomendati ons
as to the m ninum age and maxi nrum nunber of riders applicable to
the type and nodel of vehicle being operated; and

(c) Conply with all laws, rules and regul ations
regardi ng use of the vehicle on the governnent | ands upon which
the vehicle is being operated.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not authorize any
person to operate an all-terrain vehicle on any public road,
street or highway constructed and designed prinmarily for the use
of notor vehicles required to be registered and |icensed under
Chapter 19, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, unless the
governnental authority having jurisdiction over such road, street
or highway has specifically authorized such use.

(4) Any person who operates an all-terrain vehicle in
violation of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a
m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of
not to exceed One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00). Such fine shall be
in addition to any fines or penalties as may ot herw se be
prescribed by law or by rule and regulation with regard to any
prohi bited act or om ssion conmtted upon the governnent | and.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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