M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Espy, Brown, Buck, To: Universities and
St raught er Col | eges; Appropriations
HOUSE BI LL NO 1288
1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE WAl VER OF TUI TI ON AND REQUI RED FEES
2 AT THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND COMVUNI TY AND
3 JUNIOR COLLEGES FOR ORPHANS IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO REQUI RE ELI A BLE
4 PERSONS TO SUBM T DOCUMENTATI ON FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
5 SERVI CES VERI FYI NG THE PERSON S STATUS AS AN ORPHAN;, TO PROVI DE
6 THAT TU TI ON AND FEES MAY BE WAI VED FOR BOTH FULL- TI ME AND
7 PART-TI ME STUDENTS; TO REQUI RE EACH PERSON FOR VWHOM TUI TI ON AND
8 FEES ARE WAl VED TO RENDER SERVI CE AS AN EMPLOYEE OF THE STATE OF
9 MSSISSIPPI OR A PCLITI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON OF THE STATE | N EXCHANGE
10 FOR THE WAI VER OF TUI TI ON AND FEES; TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF
11 TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG, ACTI NG JO NTLY
12 WTH THE STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES, TO
13 PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE COLLECGES
14  AND STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS | N CARRYI NG OQUT THE PURPCSES OF THI S ACT;
15 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
16 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
17 SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 academ c year,
18 any child who is an orphan in the State of M ssissippi who is
19 eligible for adm ssion and enroll ment at any public conmunity or
20 junior college or state institution of higher learning within this
21 state nust be admitted to the college or state institution wthout
22 the paynent of any tuition or nmandatory fees, including roomand
23 neals, books, necessary school supplies and materials, in exchange
24 for two (2) years' public service in the enploy of the State of
25 M ssissippi or any political subdivision of the state. For the
26 purposes of this section, the term"orphan" nmeans a child who does
27 not have a parent, guardi an or custodian, including a foster
28 parent; however, custody by the Departnment of Human Servi ces does
29 not render a child ineligible for a scholarship under this
30 section.
31 (2) Any person considered to be an orphan under the age of
32 twenty-one (21) years who is enrolled in or accepted for
33 enrollnent at a state institution of higher learning or a public

H B. No. 1288 * HR40/ R1084* Gl/ 2
07/ HRA0/ R1084
PAGE 1 (RKM BD)



34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

community or junior college in Mssissippi is eligible for a

wai ver of tuition and fees under this section as |long as the
person neets the academ c standards and conplies with the rules
and regul ations of the college or state institution relating to
enrol |l rent and continued attendance as a student. An orphan nust
submt to the applicable college or state institution witten
docunentation fromthe Departnment of Human Services verifying the
child' s status as an orphan and any other information that may be
requi red under rules or regul ations established under subsection
(6) of this section.

(3) Any public community or junior college or state
institution of higher |earning that has an orphan applying for
adm ssion who neets the enrollnent requirenments of the college or
state institution nust waive the total cost of tuition, room and
neal s, books, school supplies, materials and nandatory fees on
behal f of the orphan at the applicable college or institution.
Both full-tinme and part-tinme students are eligible to have their
tuition and fees waived under this section. The tuition and fees
of students enrolling on a full-tine basis may be waived a maxi mum
of four (4) years or, in those instances when a degree program
requires five (5) years for conpletion, five (5 years. For a
student attending school on a part-tinme basis, the tuition and
fees may not be waived for any length of tinme exceeding that
required to conplete the associate or baccal aureate degree or
certificate programtoward which the student is working. The
tuition and fees of any person who has a baccal aureate degree may
not be wai ved, and any person who has an associ ate degree is
eligible for a waiver of tuition and fees only in furtherance of a
baccal aureat e degree.

(4) (a) For the purpose of aiding the community and junior
coll eges and state institutions of higher learning in inplenmenting
this section, the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

Hi gher Learning, acting jointly with the State Board for Conmunity
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and Juni or Col |l eges, shall define with specificity the term
"orphan,” which definition nust be consistent wth the general
definition of the termascribed in subsection (1) of this section.
The definition nmust be included in the rules and regul ati ons

est abl i shed under subsection (6) of this section.

(b) The Departnent of Human Services shall establish
objective criteria to be considered by the conmunity and junior
coll eges and state institutions of higher |earning when
determ ning whether a child nay be deened an orphan for purposes
of this section.

(5 As a condition for the continued waiver of tuition and
fees for an orphan under this section, a student nust nake steady
academ c progress toward a certificate or associate or
baccal aureate degree, as certified by the institution's registrar,
and nust maintain a cunul ati ve grade point average of at | east
2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the end of each term

(6) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
jointly shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to be followed by
the community and junior colleges and state institutions of higher
learning in carrying out the purposes and intent of this section.

(7) Except in those cases where enpl oynent positions may not
be available, within six (6) nonths of earning a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, a recipient of a waiver or
wai vers of tuition and fees under this section shall begin to
render service as an enpl oyee of the State of M ssissippi or any
political subdivision of the state. The person shall render no
|l ess than two (2) years' service as an enpl oyee of the state or
| ocal governnental entity.

(8) Any person failing to conplete his public service
obligation, as required under subsection (7) of this section, is
liable to the community or junior college or state institution of

hi gher | earning fromwhich the person was awarded a certificate or
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degree for the sumof tuition and fees waived on behal f of that
person, |less the correspondi ng anount of any anounts wai ved for
whi ch service has been rendered, plus interest accruing at the
current Stafford Loan rate at the tine the person discontinues his
service, except in the case of a deferral of debt for cause by the
college or state institution when there is no enploynent position
avai |l abl e upon the recipient's conpletion of the certificate
program or associ ate or baccal aureate degree. After the period of
any deferral, the person shall begin his or her enploynent in
public service as required under subsection (7) or shall becone
liable to the college or state institution under this subsection.
If a claimfor paynent under this subsection is placed in the
hands of an attorney for collection, the obligor is liable for an
addi ti onal anobunt equal to a reasonable attorney's fee.

(9 It is the intent of the Legislature that the tuition and
fees of all orphans eligible for adm ssion and enrollnent to a
community or junior college or state institution of higher
learning in this state be waived. |If funds at a particul ar
community or junior college or state institution of higher
| earning are insufficient to provide for the waiver of tuition and
fees for all eligible applicants, the college or state institution
shall waive the tuition and fees for first-tine students on a
first-cone, first-served basis; however, priority consideration
nmust be given to persons for whomthe tuition and fees have been
wai ved previously under this section if those persons are making
st eady academ c progress toward conpletion of a certificate
program or associ ate or baccal aureate degree.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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