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Represent ative Watson To: Gami ng

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1254

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 79-11-505, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO PROVI DE THAT PATRI OTl C ORGANI ZATI ONS MAY UTI LI ZE NONMVEMBERS TO
ASSI ST DESI GNATED SUPERVI SORS | N THE CONDUCT OF Bl NGO UNDER THE
CHARI TABLE BI NGO LAW AND BE EXEMPT FROM REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ONS
79-11-501 THROUGH 79-11-529, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VH CH
REQUI RE REG STRATI ON W TH THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO SOLICI T
CONTRI BUTI ONS, | F THE ORGANI ZATI ONS OTHERW SE MEET THE
REQUI REMENTS FOR THE EXEMPTI ON, AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 79-11-505, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

79-11-505. (1) The provisions of Sections 79-11-501 through
79-11-529 shall not apply to the follow ng organi zati ons:

(a) Al educational institutions that are recogni zed by
the State Board of Education or that are accredited by a regional
accrediting association or by an organization affiliated with the
Nat i onal Conmi ssion on Accrediting, any foundation having an
established identity with any of the aforenentioned educati onal
institutions, any other educational institution which makes the
solicitation of contributions solely by its student body, alumi,
faculty and trustees and their famlies or a library established
under the laws of this state.

(b) Fraternal, patriotic, social, educational, alumi
organi zations and historical societies when solicitation of

contributions is made solely by their nenbership; however,

patriotic organi zations may utilize nonnmenbers to assi st

desi gnat ed supervisors in the conduct of bingo under the

Charitable Bingo Law and qualify for this exenption. This

exenption shall be extended to any subsidiary of a parent or
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superior organi zation if such solicitation is nmade solely by the
menbership of the subsidiary, parent or superior organization.

(c) Persons requesting any contributions for the relief
or benefit of any individual, specified by nane at the tinme of the
solicitation, if the contributions collected are turned over to
the nanmed beneficiary, first deducting reasonabl e expenses for
costs of banquets or social gatherings, if any, provided al
fund-raising functions are carried on by persons who are unpaid,
directly or indirectly, for such services.

(d) Any charitabl e organi zati on which does not intend
to solicit and receive and does not actually receive contributions
i n excess of Four Thousand Dol | ars ($4, 000.00) during any
twel ve-nont h period ending June 30 of any year, provided all of
its fund-raising functions are carried on by persons who are
unpaid for such services. However, if the gross contributions
recei ved by such charitabl e organization during any twelve-nonth
period ending June 30 of any year shall be in excess of Four
Thousand Dol lars ($4,000.00) it shall, within thirty (30) days
after the date it shall have received total contributions in
excess of Four Thousand Dol |l ars ($4, 000.00), register with and
report to the Secretary of State as required by this chapter.

(e) Any charitable organi zation receiving an all ocation
froman incorporated community chest or united fund, provided such
chest or fund is conplying with the provisions of Sections
79-11-501 through 79-11-529 relating to registration and filing of
annual reports with the Secretary of State, and provided such
organi zati on does not actually receive, in addition to such
al l ocation, contributions in excess of Four Thousand Dol | ars
(%4, 000. 00) during any twel ve-nonth period endi ng June 30 of any
year, and provided further, that all the fund-raising functions of
such organi zation are carried on by persons who are unpaid for
such services. However, if the gross contributions other than

such all ocation received by such charitable organization during
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any twel ve-nonth period ending June 30 of any year shall be in
excess of Four Thousand Dol lars ($4,000.00), it shall, within
thirty (30) days after the date it shall have received such
contributions in excess of Four Thousand Dol |l ars ($4, 000.00),
register with and report to the Secretary of State as required by
this chapter.

(f) Al volunteer fire departnents or rescue units,
rural or otherwi se, chartered under the |l aws and statutes of the
State of M ssissippi as nonprofit corporations.

(g) Any humane society organi zed under the | aws of
M ssi ssi ppi which contracts with counties or nunicipalities for
the care and keepi ng of estrays.

(h) Any other organization which the Secretary of State
by rule or order exenpts fromthe registration requirenents of
this chapter upon finding that (i) such registration is neither
necessary in the public interest nor for the protection of
contributors, or (ii) such exenption shall further the objectives
of conpatibility with uniformty anong the states.

(2) Prior to any solicitations for contributions, each

charitabl e organi zation claimng to be exenpt shall file a Notice

of Exenption on the forns prescribed by the Secretary of State.
I n any proceedi ng under this chapter, the burden of proving an
exenption, or an exception froma definition, is upon the person
claimng it.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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regi stration as charitable organizati on.



