M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dickson, Cockerham To: Public Health and Hunan
Ellis, Fredericks, Holloway, Mers, Perkins Services

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1204

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPI COWMM SSI ON ON HEALTH; TO

2 REQU RE THE COW SSI ON TO REPORT TO THE 2008 REGULAR SESSI ON OF

3 THE LEG SLATURE AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON ALL ASPECTS OF HEALTH;
4 TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSH P AND APPO NTMENT OF THE MEMBERS OF

5 THE COW SSI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Comi ssion
8 on Health to establish neasurable health goals for the State of

9 Mssissippi. The conm ssion shall make recommendati ons on al

10 aspects of health with an enphasis on prevention, health pronotion
11 and reducing disparities anmong such groups as |owincone famlies,
12 racial mnorities and the elderly. At a mninum the conmm ssion
13 shall study, make recommendati ons and report to the 2008 Regul ar
14 Session of the Legislature on the follow ng:

15 (a) Health care distresses;

16 (b) Soaring health care costs;

17 (c) The condition and viability of the state's health
18 care system

19 (d) Uninsured patients accessibility to quality health
20 care and | ack thereof;
21 (e) The state's ability to match federal Medicaid
22 funding;
23 (f) Balancing the state's health care needs with the
24 resources avail abl e;
25 (g) Prevention;
26 (h) Health care pronotion; and
27 (i) Reducing disparities anong |owincone famlies,
28 racial mnorities and the uninsured popul ati on.
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The comm ssion shall nmake a report of its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature by Decenber 1, 2007, including
any recommended | egi sl ati on.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the foll ow ng
twenty-four (24) nenbers:

(a) The Chairman of the Senate Public Health and
Wl fare Commttee and the House Public Health and Human Services
Conmi t t ees;

(b) The Vice Chairnen of the Senate Public Health and
Wl fare Commttee and the House Public Health and Human Services
Commi tt ee;

(c) One (1) senator, who is a nenber of the Senate
Public Health and Wl fare Commttee, to be appointed by the
Li eut enant CGovernor;

(d) The Chairman of the House Medicaid Commttee; and

(e) Eighteen (18) nenbers to be appointed by the
Governor, which shall consist of persons selected fromthe
foll ow ng categori es:

(i) One (1) menber representing a | arge
sel f-insured enpl oyer;

(ii1) One (1) nenber representing an enpl oyer
insured with a privately purchased group health insurance policy;

(tii) One (1) nmenber who is a nental health care
provi der;

(tv) One (1) nenber who is a health care provider
who is not licensed to practice nmedicine and surgery or a licensed
denti st;

(v) One (1) nmenber who is licensed to practice
nmedi ci ne and surgery;

(vi) One (1) nenber who is a |licensed denti st;

(vii) One (1) nmenber who is a |licensed

chi ropractor;
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(viii) One (1) nenber who is a registered nurse or
a licensed practical nurse;

(ix) ©One (1) nenber who is a licensed physical
t herapi st or occupational therapist;

(x) One (1) menber representing the State
Departnent of Health;

(xi) One (1) nenber representing small business;

(xii) One (1) nmenber representing a county health

depart nent;

(xiii) One (1) nenber representing organized
| abor;

(xiv) One (1) nmenber who is a consunmer of health
care;

(xv) One (1) nenber representing the AARP;

(xvi) one (1) nmenber representing a major
I nNsurance conpany;,

(xvii) One (1) nenber representing public health
academ a; and

(xviii) One (1) nmenber representing K-12
educati on.

(3) Appointnments to the conmm ssion shall be nade within
thirty (30) days after the effective date of this act. The joint
commttee shall hold its first nmeeting before August 1, 2007. The
Chai rmen of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conm ttee and the
House Public Health and Human Services Conmittee shall serve as
cochairmen of the conm ssion

(4) A mjority of the nmenbers of the conm ssion shal
constitute a quorum In the adoption of rules, resolutions and
reports, an affirmative vote of a ngjority of the nenbers shall be
required. Al nenbers shall be notified in witing of al
neetings, and the notices shall be nmailed at |east five (5) days

before the date on which a neeting is to be held.
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(5) Menbers of the conm ssion shall receive per diem
conpensati on, expense reinbursenment and m |l eage for attending
conmm ssion neetings, as provided in Sections 25-3-41 and 25-3-69.

(6) The comm ssion may accept funds from any source, public
or private, to be expended in inplenenting its duties under this
section.

(7) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, conmm ssion or agency of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, shall, at the request
of the cochairnen of the comm ssion, provide such facilities,
assi stance and data as will enable the comm ssion to properly
carry out its duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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