M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dickson, Cockerham To: Public Health and Hunan
Ellis, Fredericks, Holloway, Mers, Perkins Services

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1203

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A JO NT LEQ SLATI VE STUDY COW TTEE TO

2 ADDRESS CH LDREN AND FAM LY | SSUES, THE CREATI ON OF A YOUTH

3 DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM THE CREATI ON OF SMALL GROUP HOVES AND

4 COMMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS AND | MPLEMENTI NG A STATEW DE YOUTH

5 ADVI SORY COUNCI L; TO REQU RE A REPORT TO THE 2008 REGULAR SESSI ON
6 OF THE LEQ SLATURE, TO MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS ON ALL FAM LY AND

7 CH LDREN S | SSUES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. (1) There is created joint |egislative study

10 committee to establish neasurabl e goals and benchmarks for the

11 State of Mssissippi relating to children and famly issues. The

12 commttee shall make reconmendations on all aspects of famly

13 services with an enphasis on governnment assistance, child care,

14 pronoting educational enhancenment, unenpl oynent, youth invol venent
15 and crinme deterrence, crisis intervention and reducing disparities
16 in education, income and availability of health care. The

17 committee shall, at a mninmm study and report to the 2008

18 Regul ar Session of the Legislature on the foll ow ng:

19 (a) Develop initiatives to conmbat juvenile disciplinary
20 probl ens;

21 (b) Gather information about current funding and

22 services for children's services, by creating a children's budget

23 and a report card to provide a conprehensive glance of total

24 funding by age and | evel and type of services provided;

25 (c) Coordinate funds and programs to mninze

26 duplication and maxim ze the return on investnents in children and
27 youth prograns;

28 (d) Develop "a positive youth devel opnent approach”

29 that sets clear direction and provides a vision for policynakers;
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(e) OCreate small group honmes and communi ty- based
prograns aimed at shutting down and phasing out |arge juvenile
institutions;

(f) Create one (1) group hone in each congressional
district; and

(g Create a statewi de youth advisory council, to get
yout h involved in the governnent process and community
i nvol vement .

The joint commttee shall make a report of its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature by January 1, 2008, including
any recommended | egi sl ati on.

(2) The joint commttee shall be conposed of the follow ng
el even (11) nenbers:

(a) The Vice Chairman of the House Public Health and
Human Services Commttee and the Vice Chairman of the Senate
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee;

(b) Two (2) senators to be appointed by the Lieutenant
Gover nor;

(c) Two (2) representatives to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House; and

(d) Five (5) nenbers to be appointed by the Governor of
the State of M ssissippi, who shall consist of state health agency
heads, executive directors and other health-related officials.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act. The joint conmttee shall hold
its first neeting before August 1, 2007. The Vice Chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Comm ttee and the Vice
Chai rman of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conm ttee shal
serve as cochairmen of the commttee.

(4 A nmjority of the nenbers of the commttee shal
constitute a quorum In the adoption of the rules, resolutions
and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority of the nenbers

shall be required. All nenbers shall be notified in witing of
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all nmeetings, such notices shall be nmailed at |east five (5) days
prior to the date on which a neeting is to be held.

(5) Menbers of the commttee shall receive the customary per
di em conpensati on, expense reinbursenent and m | eage for attending
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.

(6) The commttee is authorized to accept funds from any
source, public or private, to be expended in the inplenenting its
duties under this section.

(7) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, commttee or agency of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, shall, at the request
of the cochairnen of the commttee, provide such facilities,
assistance and data as will enable the commttee to properly carry
out its duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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