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Represent ati ve Bl ackmon To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO 1176

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-13-3, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE EXPERT TESTI MONY FROM THE DEFI NI TI ON OF PRACTI CE OF
ENG NEERI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-13-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-13-3. The term"engineer" as used in Sections 73-13-1
t hrough 73-13-45 shall nean a professional engineer as hereinafter
def i ned.

The term "professional engineer” within the nmeaning and
intent of Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45 shall mean a person
who has net the qualifications as required under Section
73-13-23(1) and who has been issued a certificate of registration
as a professional engineer.

The term "engineer intern" as used in Sections 73-13-1
t hrough 73-13-45 shall nean a candidate for licensure as a
pr of essi onal engi neer who has nmet the qualifications as required
under Section 73-13-23(2) and who has been issued a certificate of
enrol | ment as an engi neer intern.

The term "practice of engineering" within the neaning and
intent of Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45 shall mean any service
or creative work the adequate perfornmance of which requires
engi neering education, training, and experience in the application
of special know edge of the mathematical, physical, and
engi neering sciences to such services or creative work as
consultation, investigation, * * * planning, design, and design

coordi nati on of engineering works and systens, planning the use of
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| and, air and water, perform ng engineering surveys and studies,
and the review of construction for the purpose of nonitoring
conpliance with drawi ngs and specifications; any of which enbraces
such engi neering services or work, either public or private, in
connection with any utilities, water resources, structures,
bui | di ngs, machi nes, equi pnment, processes, work systens, projects,
communi cati on systens, transportation systens, industrial or
consuner products or equi pnment of control systens; or engineering
services or work of a comuni cations, nmechanical, electrical,
hydraul i c, pneumatic, chem cal, geotechnical (including geol ogy
and geohydrol ogy incidental to the practice of engineering),
geol ogi cal, environnental, or thermal nature, insofar as they
i nvol ve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such
ot her professional services as may be necessary to the pl anning,
progress and conpl eti on of any engi neering services.
Desi gn coordi nation includes the review and coordi nati on of
t hose techni cal subm ssions prepared by others, including as
appropriate and without limtation, consulting engineers,
surveyors, architects, |andscape architects and ot her
pr of essi onal s wor ki ng under direction of the engineer.
The term"firm" as used in Sections 73-13-1 through
73-13-45, shall nean a business entity that offers the
pr of essi onal engi neering or surveying services to the public of
its licensed personnel who are either enpl oyees, officers,
directors, partners, nenbers or managers. A business entity may
be formed as either:
(a) A professional service corporation;
(b) A corporation;
(c) A partnership, including imted partnershi ps and
limted liability partnerships; or
(d) Alimted liability conpany.
Prior to any contract for or the provision of professional
engi neering or surveying services in this jurisdiction, a firm
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shall obtain a certificate of authority under Section 73-13-43 or
Section 73-13-105 of this chapter. A sole proprietorship, owned
and operated by a licensee under this chapter is not required to
obtain a certificate of authority under Section 73-13-43 or
Section 73-13-105. A professional association of |icensed

pr of essi onal engi neers or professional surveyors is not required
to obtain a certificate of authority under Section 73-13-43 or
Section 73-13-105. Both the licensed sole proprietor and the
Iicensees within a professional association shall maintain their
individual licenses in active status and only offer the

pr of essi onal services for which they are licensed and qualified to
provi de.

Engi neeri ng surveys include all survey activities required to
support the sound conception, planning, design, construction,
mai nt enance and operation of engi neered projects but exclude the
practice of surveying as defined in Section 73-13-71(d).

A person or firmshall be construed to practice or offer to
practice engineering within the nmeaning and intent of Sections
73-13-1 through 73-13-45, who practices any branch of the
pr of essi on of engi neering; or provides, by verbal claim sign,
advertisenent, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents
hinmself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of sone
other title inplies that he is a professional engineer; or who
hol ds hinself out as able to performor provide, or who does
perform any engi neering service or work or any other professional
servi ce designated by the practitioner or recognized by
educational authorities as engineering.

The term "board" as used in Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45
shall nean the Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and
Surveyors provided for by said sections.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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