M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Akins, Beckett, Howell, To: Wldlife, Fisheries and
Martinson, MBride, Sullivan, Vince, \Walley Parks; Judiciary B
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1173
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-51, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE THAT THE COWM SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY SHALL SUSPEND THE
3 DRIVER S LI CENSE AND DRI VI NG PRI VI LEGES OF ANY PERSON WHOSE RECORD
4 | NDI CATES THAT THE PERSON HAS FAI LED TO PAY ANY FI NE, ASSESSMENT
5 OR COST | MPOSED FOR A VI OLATI ON OF CHAPTER 3, 5 OR 7 OF TITLE 63,
6 M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972; TO PROVI DE THAT THE SUSPENSI ON SHALL
7 REMAIN I N EFFECT UNTIL SUCH TI ME AS THE COW SSI ONER | S NOTI FI ED
8 BY THE COURT THAT ALL FI NES, ASSESSMENTS AND COSTS HAVE BEEN
9 SATI SFI ED AND SUCH PERSON HAS MET THE REQUI REMENTS FOR
10 REINSTATEMENT OF HI' S LI CENSE AND DRI VI NG PRI VI LEGES; TO PROVI DE
11 THAT THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL G VE NOTI CE OF THE SUSPENSI ON TO THE
12 M SSI SSI PPI COW SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS; TO AMEND
13 SECTION 49-7-27, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
14 COW SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS SHALL REVOKE THE
15 FI SHI NG, HUNTI NG AND TRAPPI NG PRI VI LEGES OF ANY PERSON WHOSE
16 DRIVER S LI CENSE HAS BEEN SUSPENDED FOR FAlI LURE OF SUCH PERSON TO
17 PAY ANY FI NE, ASSESSMENT OR COST | MPOSED FOR A VI CLATI ON OF
18 CHAPTER 3, 5 OR 7 OF TITLE 63, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972; TO
19 PROVI DE THAT SUCH REVOCATI ON SHALL REMAI N | N EFFECT UNTIL THE
20 COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS RECEI VES NOTI CE FROM
21 THE COWM SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY THAT SUCH PERSON HAS PAI D ALL
22 FINES, ASSESSMENTS AND COSTS | MPOSED FOR THE VI OLATI ON, THE
23 DRIVER S LI CENSE AND DRI VI NG PRI VI LEGES OF SUCH PERSON HAVE BEEN
24  REI NSTATED, AND THE PERSON HAS PAI D THE APPLI CABLE FEE FOR
25 REINSTATEMENT OF HI'S FI SHING HUNTI NG AND TRAPPI NG PRI VI LECES; AND
26 FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
27 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
28 SECTION 1. Section 63-1-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
29 anended as follows:
30 63-1-51. (1) It shall be the duty of the trial judge, upon
31 conviction of any person holding a |icense issued pursuant to this
32 article where the penalty for a traffic violation is as nmuch as
33 Ten Dollars ($10.00), to mail a copy of abstract of the court
34 record or provide an electronically or conputer generated copy of
35 abstract of the court record imediately to the conm ssioner at
36 Jackson, M ssissippi, showi ng the date of conviction, penalty,
37 etc., so that a record of sane may be made by the Departnent of
38 Public Safety. The conmi ssioner shall forthwith revoke the
39 license of any person for a period of one (1) year upon receiving
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a duly certified record of each person's convictions of any of the
foll ow ng of fenses when such conviction has becone final:

(a) Manslaughter or negligent homcide resulting from
the operation of a notor vehicle;

(b) Any felony in the conm ssion of which a notor
vehicle is used;

(c) Failure to stop and render aid as required under
the laws of this state in event of a notor vehicle accident
resulting in the death or personal injury of another;

(d) Perjury or the willful making of a false affidavit
or statenent under oath to the departnment under this article or
under any other law relating to the ownership or operation of
not or vehi cl es;

(e) Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon
three (3) charges of reckless driving coommtted within a period of
twel ve (12) nonths;

(f) Contenpt for failure to pay a fine or fee or to
respond to a summons or citation pursuant to a charge of a
violation of this title.

(2) The comm ssioner shall revoke the |license issued
pursuant to this article of any person convicted of negligent
hom cide, in addition to any penalty now provided by | aw

(3) In addition to the reasons specified in this section,
the comm ssioner shall be authorized to suspend the |license issued
to any person pursuant to this article for being out of conpliance
with an order for support, as defined in Section 93-11-153. The
procedure for suspension of a license for being out of conpliance
with an order for support, and the procedure for the rei ssuance or
reinstatenment of a |icense suspended for that purpose, and the
paynment of any fees for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a
i cense suspended for that purpose, shall be governed by Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be. |If there is any

conflict between any provision of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163
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and any provision of this article, the provisions of Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be, shall control.

(4) In addition to the suspension of a person's |license as

ot herwi se provi ded under this section, the conm ssioner shal

suspend the license of any person whose record indicates that the

person has failed to pay any fine, assessnment or cost inposed for

a violation of Chapter 3, 5 or 7 of this Title. The suspension

shall remain in effect until such tinme as the comm ssioner is

notified by the court that all fines, assessnents and costs have

been satisfied and such person has net the requirenents for

reinstatenent of his license and driving privil eges under Section

63-1-46. In addition to notifying such person of the suspension

as provided under Section 63-1-52, the comm ssioner al so shal

give notice of the suspension to the M ssissippi Conm ssion on

WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks. When the conm ssioner receives

notice fromthe court that such person has paid all fines,

assessnents and costs inposed for the violation and the |icense

and driving privileges of such person have been reinstated, the

conm ssioner shall imediately give notice to the M ssissipp

Commi ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and ParKks.

SECTION 2. Section 49-7-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-7-27. (1) The conm ssion may revoke any hunting,
trapping, or fishing privileges, license or deny any person the
right to secure such license if the person has been convicted of
the violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or any
regul ation thereunder. The revocation of the privilege, |icense
or refusal to grant license shall be for a period of one (1) year.
However, before the revocation of the privilege or |icense shal
becone effective, the executive director shall send by registered
mail notice to the person or |icensee, who shall have the right to
a hearing or representation before the comm ssion at the next

regul ar neeting or a special neeting. The notice shall set out
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106 fully the ground or conpl aint upon which revocation of, or refusal
107 to grant, the privilege or license is sought.

108 (2) Any person who is convicted for a second tinme during any
109 period of twelve (12) consecutive nonths for violation of any of
110 the laws with respect to gane, fish or nongane fish or aninmals
111 shall forfeit his privilege and any license or licenses issued to
112 himby the conm ssion and the comm ssion shall not issue the

113 person any license for a period of one (1) year fromthe date of
114 forfeiture.

115 (3) Failure of any person to surrender his |icense or

116 |licenses upon demand made by the conm ssion or by its

117 representatives at the direction of the conm ssion shall be a

118 m sdeneanor and shall be puni shabl e as such.

119 (4) Any violator whose privilege or license has been

120 revoked, who shall, during the period of revocation, be

121 apprehended for hunting or fishing, shall have inposed upon hima
122 mandatory jail termof not less than thirty (30) days nor nore
123 than six (6) nonths.

124 (5) The comm ssion is authorized to suspend any |icense

125 issued to any person under this chapter for being out of

126 conpliance with an order for support, as defined in Section

127 93-11-153. The procedure for suspension of a license for being
128 out of conpliance with an order for support, and the procedure for
129 the reissuance or reinstatenent of a |license suspended for that
130 purpose, and the paynent of any fees for the reissuance or

131 reinstatenent of a |license suspended for that purpose, shall be
132 governed by Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be.
133 If there is any conflict between any provision of Section

134 93-11-157 or 93-11-163 and any provision of this chapter, the

135 provisions of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be,
136 shall control.

137 (6) If a person is found guilty or pleads guilty or nolo

138 contendere to a violation of Section 49-7-95, and then appeals,
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the comm ssion shall suspend or revoke the hunting privil eges of
t hat person pending the determ nation of his appeal.

(7) (a) |If a person does not conply with a summons or a
citation or does not pay a fine, fee or assessnent for violating a
wildlife law or regul ation, the comm ssion shall revoke the
fishing, hunting, or trapping privileges of that person. Wen a
person does not conply or fails to pay, the clerk of the court
shall notify the person in witing by first class mail that if the
person does not conply or pay within ten (10) days fromthe date
of mailing, the court wll notify the comm ssion and the
commi ssion will revoke the fishing, hunting or trapping privileges
of that person. The cost of notice nmay be added to other court
costs. |If the person does not conply or pay as required, the
court clerk shall imediately mail a copy of the court record and
a copy of the notice to the comm ssion. After receiving notice
fromthe court, the comm ssion shall revoke the fishing, hunting
or trapping privileges of that person.

(b) Upon receipt of notice fromthe Comm ssioner of

Public Safety that the driver's license of any person has been

suspended for failure of such person to pay any fine, assessnent

or cost inposed for a violation of Chapter 3, 5 or 7 of Title 63,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, the Conmm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries

and Parks shall revoke the fishing, hunting and trapping

privileges of that person and shall imediately give notice to

such person, in witing and by United States first class mail, of

such revocation. Such revocation shall remain in effect until the

Comm ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks receives notice from

t he Comm ssioner of Public Safety that such person has paid al

fines, assessnents and costs inposed for the violation, the

Iicense and driving privileges of such person have been

reinstated, and the person has paid the fee required under

paragraph (d) of this section.
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(c) A person whose fishing, hunting or trapping
privileges have been revoked under this subsection shall remain
revoked until the person can show proof that all obligations of
t he court have been net.

(d) A person shall pay a Twenty-five Dollar ($25.00)
fee to have his privileges reinstated. The fee shall be paid to
t he departnent.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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