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Representati ve Brown To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1160

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGE
TRANSFER SCHOLARSHI P FUND; TO AUTHORI ZE STUDENTS TRANSFERRI NG FROM
A PUBLIC COWUNI TY OR JUNI OR COLLEGE IN M SSI SSI PPI TO A STATE
I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSH P FROM THE
FUND; TO PRESCRI BE REQUI REMENTS FOR | NI TIAL ELI G BI LI TY AND
CONTI NUATI ON OF SCHOLARSHI PS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS SHALL BE THE ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY
OF THE PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the M ssissippi Comunity

and Juni or Col | ege Transfer Schol arship Fund. The purpose of the
fund is to assist eligible students in transferring froma public
comunity or junior college in the state to a state institution of
hi gher learning. The fund shall consist of all nonies
appropriated to the fund by the Legislature and any gifts, grants
or donations that may be received fromany source, public or
private. Mnies in the fund nay be used solely for the purpose of
awar di ng schol arshi ps under this section. Interest earned on the
i nvestment of nonies in the fund nust be returned and deposited to
the credit of the fund.

(2) A student transferring froma public community or junior
college in the state to a state institution of higher |earning may
apply for a scholarship under this section. In order to be
eligible, a student initially applying for a schol arship nmust neet
the foll owi ng requirenents:

(a) Be a United States citizen or eligible citizen of
anot her country and, if required, registered with the Sel ective

Servi ce;
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(b) Have resided in Mssissippi during the twelve (12)
nont hs preceding enroll nent at any state institution of higher
| ear ni ng;

(c) Have a custodial parent or guardian who is a
resident of Mssissippi if the student is considered a dependent;

(d) Have no crimnal record;

(e) Have never attended a state institution of higher
| ear ni ng;

(f) Have earned a m ninmum of sixty (60) transferable
credit hours at a public community or junior college in
M ssi ssi ppi and have a m ni mum cunul ati ve grade point average of
3.0 calculated on a 4.0 scal e;

(g) Be enrolling or accepted for enrollnent at a state
institution of higher learning as a full-tinme undergraduate
student pursuing a first baccal aureate degree;

(h) File the Free Application for Federal Student
Fi nancial Al d (FAFSA);

(i) Be eligible for a Pell grant; and

(j) Be in conpliance with the terns of federal and
state aid prograns.

(3) A student enrolled in a state institution of higher
| earni ng nust neet the followng requirenents in order to maintain
continued eligibility for a schol arship awarded under this
section:

(a) Making steady academ c progress toward a
baccal aureate degree, including earning not |ess than the m ni mum
nunber of credit hours required for full-tinme standing each
senester or trinmester at the applicable state institution of
hi gher | earni ng;

(b) Maintaining continuous enrollnent at the sane state
institution of higher learning as a full-tinme undergraduate
student, excluding sumrer sessions, for not less than two (2)

senesters in each successive academ c year, unless the student is
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granted an approval for a transfer of award or, in the case of
w t hdrawal from school, granted an exception for cause by the
Post secondary Educati on Financial Assistance Board,

(c) Have a cumul ative grade point average of no | ess
than 3.0 calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of each academ c
year ;

(d) Have no crimnal record other than m sdeneanor
traffic violations;

(e) File the Free Application for Federal Student
Fi nanci al A d (FAFSA) annual lvy;

(f) Be eligible for a Pell grant annually;

(g Continue to maintain residency in Mssissippi; and

(h) Be in conmpliance with the ternms of federal and
state aid prograns.

(4) The failure of a student to maintain academ c
eligibility or status as a full-tine student, other than in the
case of conplete withdrawal, results in the pernmanent
di scontinuation of the student's eligibility for a scholarship
under this section. A conplete withdrawal froma state
institution of higher learning also results in the discontinuation
of a student's eligibility for a schol arshi p; however, the student
may file an appeal for reconsideration with the Postsecondary
Educati on Fi nanci al Assistance Board and nmay be granted an
exception for cause.

(5) Each student submtting an application for a scholarship
under this section will be notified whether or not the student is
determned to be eligible for funding. Any applicant from whom
additional information is requested is encouraged to respond in
witing by the specified deadline.

(6) The state institutions of higher |earning and community
and junior colleges shall report to the Board of Trustees of State

Institution of Hi gher Learning certain information regardi ng each
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applicant and recipient of a scholarship under this section,
i ncl udi ng, but not necessarily [imted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Confirmation that the scholarship recipient is
enrolled full-time each senester; and

(b) Confirmation of the continuing eligibility of the
reci pient at the conpletion of each academ c year ending after the
spring senester or trinester, including:

(1) The total nunber of hours earned by the
student during the specific academ c year, excluding sumer
sessi ons;

(i1) The student's cunul ative grade point average;
and

(ti1) Notification to the Postsecondary Education
Fi nanci al Assistance Board if the student fails to enroll or
subsequently withdraws fromthe state institution of higher
| ear ni ng.

(7) (a) The maxi mum annual schol arship that nmay be awarded
to a student under this section is Three Thousand Dol | ars
($3,000.00). Any student classified as a junior is eligible to
receive a maxi numof two (2) annual awards, or in those instances
when a degree programrequires five (5) years for conpletion
three (3) annual awards.

(b) A student's total financial award package may not
exceed the cost of attendance or any other limtation established
by the institution which is less than the cost of attendance at
the state institution at which the student is enrolled. If a
student's total financial award package exceeds the state
institution's cost of attendance or any other lesser limtation
established by the institution, the institution may reduce the
anount of the schol arship awarded under this section. The state
institution shall refund to the Postsecondary Educati on Fi nanci al
Assi stance Board an amount equal to that which a schol arship

awarded to a student is reduced under this paragraph.
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(8) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall pronulgate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The board of
trustees is the adm nistering agency of the program

(9) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
scholarships to all eligible applicants under this program |[f
funds are insufficient to fully fund scholarships for all eligible
applicants, the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall award schol arshi ps to those students maki ng steady
academ c progress toward their first baccal aureate degree on a
first-cone, first-served basis; however, priority consideration
nmust be given to persons previously receiving schol arshi ps under
this section if those persons are naking steady acadeni c progress
toward conpl etion of a baccal aureate degree.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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