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Represent ati ve Bl acknon To: Judiciary A Fees and
Sal aries of Public Oficers

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1158
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9-4-7 AND 9-4-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO CREATE THE PCSI TION OF OPI NI ON EDI TOR;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-4-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-4-7. (1) The Court of Appeals shall be subject to the
adm ni strative policies and procedures as may be established by
t he Suprenme Court, including docket control of the Court of
Appeal s cases. Wenever feasible, and subject to approval of the
Suprene Court, the adm nistrative structure of the Suprene Court
shal |l al so support the Court of Appeals.

(2) The Cerk of the Suprene Court shall be the Oerk of the
Court of Appeal s and appoi ntmrent of enpl oyees by the Court of
Appeal s shall be governed by personnel policies adopted and
approved by the Adm nistrative Ofice of the Courts. \Wenever
feasi bl e and approved by the Suprene Court, enployees of the
Suprene Court shall also serve the Court of Appeals. The records
of the Court of Appeals shall be kept by the Suprenme Court derk
or a deputy of the clerk.

(3) The Chief Justice of the Suprenme Court shall appoint a
Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals for a termof four (4) years,
and the person so named shall be eligible for reappointnent,
subject to the discretion of the Chief Justice.

(4) The Chief Justice may assign one or nore Court of
Appeal s Judges to serve as |lower court trial judges to provide

docket relief as he deens necessary.
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(5) The Court of Appeals shall be authorized to enploy an

Opi nion Editor of the Court of Appeals.

SECTION 2. Section 9-4-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-4-13. (1) The judges of the Court of Appeals shal
recei ve salaries as provided for in Section 25-3-35, shall be
rei nbursed for mleage expenses incurred in performng their
duties at the rate authorized by law for public officials and
enpl oyees as provided for in Section 25-3-41, and shall receive an
expense all owance as provided for in Section 25-3-43.

(2) Staff attorneys, law clerks, the opinion editor and al

ot her enpl oyees of the Court of Appeals shall be of the sane grade
classification as Suprene Court enployees perform ng the sane or
simlar duties.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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