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Represent ati ves Reeves, Stringer To:  Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1143

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-53-191, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO REVI SE W RELESS COVMUNI CATI ON DEVI CE LI M TATI ONS FOR STATE
EMPLOYEES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-53-191, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-53-191. (1) For the purposes of this section, the
following terns shall have the nmeanings ascribed to themin this
section unless the context otherwi se clearly requires:

(a) "Departnent” neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
| nf or mati on Technol ogy.
(b) "State agency" neans any agency, departnent,
commi ssion, board, bureau, institution or other instrunentality of
the state.
(c) "Wreless communi cation device" nmeans a cel |l ul ar
t el ephone, pager or a personal digital assistant device having
Wi rel ess commruni cation capability.

(2) Before a wireless conmmunication device nmay be assigned,
i ssued or made avail able to an agency officer or enployee, the
agency head, or his designee, shall sign a statement certifying
the need or reason for issuing the device. No officer or enployee

of any state agency, except for a physician enployed by the

University of M ssissippi Medical Center or an officer or enployee

of the M ssissippi Emergency Managenent Agency, shall be assigned
or issued nore than one (1) such w reless comuni cation devi ce.
No officer or enployee of any state agency to whom has been

assigned, issued or nmade avail able the use of a wireless
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communi cation device, the cost of which is paid through the use of
public funds, shall use such device for personal use.

(3) A state agency shall not reinburse any officer or
enpl oyee for use of his or her personal w rel ess comrunication
devi ce.

(4) Every state agency that, at the expense of the state
agency, assigns, issues or nmakes available to any of its officers
or enployees a wireless communi cati on device shall obtain and
maintain detailed billing for every wireless comuni cati on device
account. A list of approved vendors for the procurenent of
Wi rel ess communi cation devices and the delivery of wreless
comuni cati on device services shall be developed for all state
agencies by the M ssissippi Departnent of Information Technol ogy
Services in conjunction with the Wrel ess Comruni cati on Conmm ssi on
created in Section 25-53-171. The departnent, in conjunction with
the Wrel ess Communi cati on Conm ssion, shall exercise the option
of selecting one (1) vendor fromwhich to procure wreless
communi cati on devices and to provide wreless comuni cation device
services, or if it deens such to be nobst advantageous to the state
agencies, it may select nultiple vendors. The departnent, in
conjunction with the Wrel ess Communi cati on Conm ssi on, shal
sel ect a vendor or vendors on the basis of |owest and best bid
proposals. A state agency may not procure a W rel ess
communi cati on device fromany vendor or contract for wreless
communi cati on device services with any vendor unless the vendor
appears on the list approved by the departnment, in conjunction
with the Wrel ess Communi cati on Conmm ssion. A contract entered
into in violation of this section shall be void and unenforceabl e.

(5) The departnent shall pronmul gate a nodel acceptabl e use
policy defining the appropriate use of all wreless comunication
devices. The acceptable use policy should specify that these
resources, including both devices and services, are provided at

the state agency's expense as tools for acconplishing the business
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m ssions of the state agency; that all those resources are for
busi ness use * * *. The acceptabl e use policy should require that
each official and enpl oyee issued one (1) of the above devices or
aut horized to access one (1) of the above services sign the policy
and that the signed copy be placed in the personnel file of the
official or enployee. The acceptable use policy should al so
require that the use of these resources be tracked, verified and
signed by the official or enployee and the supervisor of the
official or enployee at each billing cycle or other appropriate
interval. Al state agencies shall adopt the nodel policy or
adopt a policy that is, at mninmum as stringent as the nodel
policy and shall provide a copy of the policy to the departnent.

(6) Al state agencies shall purchase or acquire only the
| onest cost cellular tel ephone, pager or personal digital
assi stance device which will carry out its intended use.

(7) The State Auditor shall conduct necessary audits to
ensure conpliance with the provisions of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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