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Representati ve Di ckson To: Corrections

HOUSE BI LL NO 1135

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-452, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO AUTHORI ZE NONVI OLENT OFFENDERS WHO ARE UNDER THE CUSTODY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO PARTI CI PATE I N JO NT STATE- COUNTY
WORK PROGRAMS AS VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS AFTER SUCH OFFENDERS HAVE
RECEI VED THE PROPER TRAI NI NG FROM THE STATE FI RE ACADEMY; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 45-11-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY THERETG,
AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-452, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-452. (1) Upon witten request by a majority of the
board of supervisors of any county, the Conm ssioner of
Corrections may aut horize offenders conmtted to the custody of
t he Departnent of Corrections to clean abandoned or negl ected
ceneteries of the county or clean public roads of the county. The
of fenders shall be under the supervision of the departnent and the
department shall establish all proper regulations for the working,
guardi ng, safekeeping, clothing, housing and subsi stence of
of f enders whil e wor ki ng.

(2) Upon witten request by a najority of the board of

supervi sors of any county, the Conm ssioner of Corrections may

aut hori ze nonvi ol ent of fenders who neet the criteria described in

Section 47-5-451 and who have been trained by the State Fire

Acadeny, as prescribed in Section 45-11-7, to work as vol unt eer

firefighters. The offenders shall be under the supervision of the

Department of Corrections, and the departnment shall establish al

proper regul ations for the working, guarding and saf ekeepi ng of

such of fenders while working as volunteer firefighters.
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SECTION 2. Section 45-11-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

45-11-7. (1) There is hereby created a State Fire Acadeny
for the training and education of persons engaged in nunicipal,
county and industrial fire protection. The Conm ssioner of
I nsurance shall appoint an Executive Director of the State Fire
Acadeny who, along with his enpl oyees, shall be designated as a
di vision of the Insurance Departnent. The executive director
shall serve at the pleasure of the Conm ssioner of |Insurance. The
State Fire Acadeny shall be under the supervision and direction of
the Executive Director of the State Fire Acadeny. State Fire
Acadeny training prograns for fire personnel shall be conducted at
the acadeny with semnars to be conducted in other sections of the
state as and when the State Fire Acadeny Advi sory Board considers
it necessary and advi sabl e.

The Comm ssioner of Insurance may establish and charge
reasonabl e fees for the training prograns and other services
provi ded by the acadenmy. A record of all funds received pursuant
to this paragraph shall be nmaintained as is required for other
noni es pursuant to Section 45-11-5.

The Executive Director of the State Fire Acadeny is
aut hori zed and enpowered to purchase, operate and maintain nobile
fire fighting equi pnent as he may find necessary and proper for
the operation of the acadeny subject to approval of the
Commi ssi oner of Insurance. The equipnent may be utilized wherever
training sessions may be held at the discretion of the State Fire
Acadeny Advi sory Board.

(2) The Comm ssioner of Insurance shall be authorized to
undertake appropriate action to acconplish and fulfill the
pur poses of the State Fire Acadeny, including the hiring of
instructors and personnel, the | ease and purchase of appropriate
trai ning equi prent and to | ease, purchase or construct suitable

prem ses and quarters for conducting annual school and sem nars,
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as the State Fire Acadeny Advisory Board may deem necessary and
requi red for such purposes. Any contract entered into under and
by virtue of the provisions of this section shall first be
submtted to and approved by the Public Procurenent Review Board,
and construction pursuant to the contract shall be under the
supervi sion of the Governor's Ofice of General Services.

(3) Vouchers for operating expense for the State Fire
Acadeny shall be signed by the Executive Director of the State
Fire Acadeny and paynent thereof shall be made from such funds to
be derived froma special allocation fromthe State Fire Acadeny
Fund as provided in Section 45-11-5.

(4) The State Fire Acadeny is hereby officially designated
as the agency of this state to conduct training for fire personnel
on a statewi de basis in which nenbers of all duly constituted fire
departnents may participate. This subsection shall not be
construed to affect the authority of any fire departnent to
conduct training for its own personnel.

(5) Each state agency, private agency or federal agency
whi ch provides training for the fire service shall coordi nate such
efforts with the State Fire Acadeny to prevent duplication of cost
and to insure standardization of training.

(6) The State Fire Acadeny shall present an appropriate
certificate signifying the successful conpletion of its prescribed
cour ses.

(7) National fire fighter standards approved by the
M ssi ssippi Fire Personnel M nimum Standards and Certification
Board shall be used as the basis for classroominstruction at the
fire acadeny.

(8) The Comm ssioner of Insurance, Executive Director of the
State Fire Acadeny, and the M ssissippi Fire Personnel M ninmum
Standards and Certification Board shall coordinate all state

prograns related to fire departnent operations.
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(9) The Comm ssioner of Insurance is hereby authorized and
enpowered to establish standard guidelines for the use of, and
accountability for, municipal and county fire protection funds
di stributed pursuant to the provisions of Sections 83-1-37 and
83-1-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972. Such guidelines shall include
requi renents for the establishnment of record keeping and reports
to the Comm ssioner of Insurance by nmunicipalities and counties
relating to the receipt and expenditure of fire protection funds,
the training of fire departnment personnel and the subm ssion to
t he Comm ssi oner of Insurance of other data reasonably related to
|l ocal fire protection responsibilities which the Conm ssioner of
| nsurance deens necessary for the performance of the duties of the
State Fire Acadeny Advisory Board.

(10) In order that the Comm ssioner of |Insurance nmay nore
effectively execute the duties inposed upon himby subsection (9)
of this section, there is hereby created within the State Fire
Acadeny a Division of Fire Services Devel opnent. The division
shall be staffed by a Fire Services Devel opnent Coordi nat or
appoi nted by the executive director of the acadeny fromhis
current staff and by such other personnel as deened by the
Comm ssi oner of Insurance. The division shall work w th munici pal
and county fire coordinators to ensure effective inplenentation of
gui del i nes established pursuant to subsection (9) of this section
and shall serve in an advisory capacity for all aspects of fire
service inprovenent. The Fire Service Coordi nator shall annually
notify the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration of those
muni ci palities and counties which are not eligible to receive a
portion of fire protection fund distributions because of failure
to conply with requirenents inposed in Sections 83-1-37 and
83-1-39 as a prerequisite to recei pt of such funds.

(11) There is created in the State Treasury a separate
account to be known as the "State Fire Acadeny Construction Fund."

The State Treasurer shall transfer on July 1, 1997, the sumof Six
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Hundred Seventy-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($675, 000.00) and on July 1,
1998, the sumof Six Hundred Seventy-five Thousand Dol | ars
($675,000.00) fromthe State Fire Acadeny Fund 3502 into the
separate account created in this subsection. Monies in such
account shall be expended solely, upon |egislative appropriations,
to defray expenses related to the construction of capital

i nprovenents project known as "Fire Safety and Educati on Buil di ng"
and parking areas at the State Fire Acadeny by the Bureau of
Bui | di ng, G ounds and Real Property Managenent of the Ofice of
Ceneral Services and to pay any indebtedness incurred to
acconplish such construction. Funds not used after the conpletion
of this capital inprovenents project shall be transferred back
into State Fund 3502.

(12) The State Fire Acadeny is authorized to train

nonvi ol ent offenders to be volunteer firefighters if such

of fenders are under the jurisdiction of the Departnent of

Corrections and have been approved to receive such training by the

Commi ssi oner of Corrections as prescribed in Section 47-5-452,

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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