M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representative Barnett To: Public Health and Hunan
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO 1120

1 AN ACT TO ALLOW PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS TO PARTI Cl PATE I N

2 DI SASTER AND EMERGENCY CARE W THOUT THE SUPERVI SI ON OF A

3 PHYSICI AN, TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-26-3 AND 73-26-5, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
4 OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. In the event of a national energency duly

7 declared by federal officials or in the event of a natural

8 disaster or state energency duly declared by the Governor, a

9 physician assistant licensed in this state or licensed or

10 authorized to practice in any other United States' jurisdiction or
11 who is credentialed as a physician assistant by a federal enployer
12 who is responding to a need for nedical care created by an

13 energency or a state or local disaster (not to be defined as an

14 energency situation which occurs in the place of one's enpl oynent)
15 may provide energency nedical treatnment w thout the i mediate

16 physician supervision or direction to patients within the affected
17 areas of the state, provided that treatnent is within the scope of
18 the assistant's education, training and approved job description.
19 The physician assistant in such circunmstances shall nmake

20 reasonable efforts to inform his supervising physician of the

21 location and type of enmergency mnedi cal services being provided and
22 shall act in conformance with the direction of |ocal nedical

23 supervisors. Any physician who supervises a physician assi stant
24 providing nedical care in response to such an enmergency or state
25 or local disaster shall not be required to neet the requirenents
26 set forth in Section 73-26-5. The authority granted under this

27 section shall extend only for the duration of the declared

28 national energency or state enmergency or natural disaster.
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SECTION 2. Section 73-26-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

73-26-3. (1) The State Board of Medical Licensure shal
license and regul ate the practice of physician assistants in
accordance wth the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Al physician assistants who are enpl oyed as physici an
assi stants by a Departnent of Veterans Affairs health care
facility, a branch of the United States mlitary or the Federal
Bureau of Prisons, and who are practicing as physician assistants
in a federal facility in Mssissippi on July 1, 2000, and those
physi ci an assistants who trained in a M ssissippi physician
assi stant program and have been continuously practicing as a
physi ci an assistant in M ssissippi since 1976, shall be eligible
for licensure if they submt an application for licensure to the
board by Decenber 31, 2000. Physician assistants |icensed under
this subsection will be eligible for Iicense renewal so | ong as
t hey neet standard renewal requirenents.

(3) Before Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant |icensure, except those |licensed under subsection (2) of
this section, nust be graduates of physician assistant educati onal
prograns accredited by the Comm ssion on Accreditation of Allied
Heal t h Educational Progranms or its predecessor or successor
agency, have passed the certification exam nation adm nistered by
the National Comm ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants
(NCCPA), have current NCCPA certification, and possess a m ni num
of a baccal aureate degree. Physician assistants neeting these
licensure requirenments will be eligible for Iicense renewal so
|l ong as they neet standard renewal requirenents.

(4) On or after Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant |icensure nmust neet all of the requirenents in
subsection (3) of this section and, in addition, nmust have
obtained a mninmnumof a master's degree in a health-related or

science field.
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(5) Applicants for licensure who neet all licensure
requi renents except for the nmaster's degree may be granted a
tenporary license by the board so | ong as they can show proof of
enrollment in a master's programthat will, when conpl eted, neet
the master's degree requirenent. The tenporary license will be
valid for no | onger than one (1) year, and may not be renewed.
Thi s subsection shall take effect and be in force fromand after

March 9, 2006. This subsection shall stand repealed on July 1,

2010.
(6) For new graduate physician assistants and all physician
assistants receiving initial licenses in the state, except those

i censed under subsection (2) of this section, and except as

provided in Section 1 of this act, supervision shall require the

on-site presence of a supervising physician for one hundred twenty
(120) days.

SECTION 3. Section 73-26-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-26-5. (1) Except as provided in Section 1 of this act,

the board shall promul gate and publish reasonable rul es and
regul ati ons necessary to enable it to discharge its functions and
to enforce the provisions of |law regul ating the practice of
physi ci an assistants. Those rules shall include, but are not
limted to: qualifications for licensure for physician

assi stants; scope of practice of physician assistants; supervision
of physician assistants; identification of physician assistants;
grounds for disciplinary actions and discipline of physician

assi stants; and setting and chargi ng reasonable fees for |icensure
and license renewal s for physician assistants. However, nothing
in this chapter or in rules adopted by the board shall authorize
physi ci an assistants to adm nister or nonitor general inhaled
anest hesi a, epidural anesthesia, spinal anesthesia or nonitored

anesthesia as utilized in surgical procedures.
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(2) If the board appoints a task force or conmttee to
address physician assistant regulation, at |east one (1) nmenber of
the task force shall be a nurse practitioner who is a nmenber of
the M ssissippi Board of Nursing or a nurse practitioner appointee
sel ected by the board froma list of three (3) recommendati ons
submtted by the M ssissippi Nurses Association, and at |east one
(1) nmenber shall be a physician assistant selected by the board
froma list of three (3) recommendati ons submitted by the
M ssi ssi ppi Acadeny of Physician Assi stants.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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