M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dickson, Flening To: Public Health and Hunan
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1088
(As Passed t he House)

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COW TTEE ON THE TEMPORARY

2 ASSI STANCE TO NEEDY FAM LI ES (TANF) PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE

3 COW TTEE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS ON THE STATE TANF PROGRAM S

4 PROGRESS OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS AND MAKE A REPORT TO THE 2008

5 REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE LEGQ SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. (1) There is created a Study Commttee on the
8 Tenporary Assistance to Needy Fam lies (TANF) Program which shall
9 nmake study and recommendations on all aspects of the state TANF
10 program s progress over the past ten (10) years. The commttee
11 shall, at a mninmm study and report to the 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
12 of the Legislature on the foll ow ng:

13 (a) The outcone of state TANF and ot her welfare

14 prograns for the last ten (10) years.

15 (b) The economic climate, in terns of |ooking for

16 savings in state wel fare prograns.

17 (c) The econony's potential to increase the nunber of
18 welfare recipients/participants, as well as increasing

19 expenditures in such areas as child care, which are necessary to
20 keep recipients in the workforce.
21 (d) Mssissippi's struggle to resolve the issue of
22 long-termclients.
23 (e) The state's role in aiding those in need of help
24 wth substance abuse, nmental health, donestic violence and
25 learning disabilities.
26 (f) The state's ability to continue the innovative
27 prograns that have been established in recent years, including:
28 (i) Educational after school prograns;
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(i1i) Early childhood devel opnent prograns; and
(1i1) Teen pregnancy prograns.

(g Viability of progranms to | ast based upon the
state's econony and weal t h.

(h) The state's flexibility in using the TANF bl ock
grant by neeting the federal work mandates and conplying with the
five (5) year time limt on benefits.

(1) The state's flexibility in using the TANF bl ock
grant to assist recipients in vocational, technical and
post - secondary educati onal opportunities.

(j) Famlies' ability to nove toward sel f-sufficiency.

(k) The outl ook for welfare parents who have found work
at the entry level jobs.

(I') Parents' inability to support their famlies.

(m Means of increasing work participation anong
reci pients of TANF benefits.

(n) Mking welfare work on a fixed budget.

The commttee shall make a report of its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature by Decenber 1, 2007, including
any recommended | egi sl ati on.

(2) The commttee shall be conposed of the following fifteen
(15) nenbers:

(a) The Chairnen of the Senate and House Appropriation
Conmi t t ees;

(b) The Chairnmen of the Senate Public Health and
VWl fare Commttee and the House Public Health and Human Services
Commi tt ee;

(c) One (1) senator to be appointed by the Lieutenant
Gover nor;

(d) One (1) representative to be appointed by the
Speaker of the House;

(e) One (1) nenber of the State Board for Community and

Juni or Col | eges;
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(f) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Heal th, or his designee;

(g) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Servi ces, or his designee;

(h) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Rehabilitative Services, or his designee;

(1) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Enpl oynent Security, or his designee;

(j) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Mental
Heal th, or his designee;

(k) Two (2) recipients of TANF benefits, one (1) to be
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House, and one (1) to be appointed
by the Lieutenant Governor;

(1) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Chapter
of the National Association of Social Wrkers;

(m The Attorney CGeneral, or is designee;

(n) One (1) representative froma statewi de youth

devel opnent or gani zati on appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

and

(0) One (1) representative froma statewi de youth

devel opnent organi zati on appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor.

(3) Appointnments to the commttee shall be made within
thirty (30) days after the effective date of this act. The
commttee shall hold its first meeting before August 1, 2007. The
Chai rmen of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conm ttee and the
House Public Health and Human Services Comm ttee shall serve as
cochai rmen of the commttee.

(4 A nmjority of the nenbers of the comnmttee shal
constitute a quorum In the adoption of rules, resolutions and
reports, an affirmative vote of a ngjority of the nenbers shall be
required. Al nenbers shall be notified in witing of al
neetings, the notices to be mailed at |east five (5) days before

the date on which a neeting is to be held.
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(5) Menbers of the commttee shall receive the customary per
di em conpensati on, expense reinbursenent and m | eage for attending
commttee neetings as provided in Sections 25-3-41 and 25- 3-69.

(6) The commttee is authorized to accept funds from any
source, public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its
duties under this section.

(7) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, conmm ssion or agency of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, shall, at the request
of the cochairnen of the commttee, provide such facilities,
assistance and data as will enable the commttee to properly carry
out its duties.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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