M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Al dridge, Carke, Myo, To: Education
Hol | oway
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1058
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-23-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
2 TO CLARIFY THE DEFI NI TI ON OF "RELATED DI SORDERS"; TO REQUI RE THE
3 STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO SELECT LI TERACY AND NUMERACY
4  SCREENI NG | NSTRUMENTS TO BE USED THROUGHOUT THE STATE BY SCHOOL
5 DISTRICTS, TO REQUI RE ALL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO USE THE SCREENI NG
6 | NSTRUVENTS CHOSEN BY THE DEPARTMENT; TO PROH BI T SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
7 FROM USI NG SUCH SCREENI NG | NSTRUVENT TO DETERM NE WHETHER OR NOT A
8 STUDENT IS TO BE PROMOTED;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT TO RECEI VE
9 AND EXPEND FUNDS FROM ANY SOURCE TO SCREEN STUDENTS FOR LI TERACY
10 AND NUMERACY DI FFI CULTIES; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT TO ANNUALLY
11 REPORT ON EFFECTI VENESS OF THE LI TERACY AND NUMERACY SCREENI NG
12 | NSTRUMENTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
14 SECTION 1. Section 37-23-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
15 amended as foll ows:
16 37-23-15. (1) The State Departnent of Education, in
17 accordance with Sections 37-23-1 through 37-23-75, and any
18 additional authority granted in this chapter, shall:
19 (a) Adopt pilot progranms under which certain students
20 enrolled or enrolling in public schools in this state shall be
21 tested for dyslexia and related disorders as nay be necessary.
22 The pilot prograns shall provide that upon the request of a
23 parent, student, school nurse, classroomteacher or other school
24 personnel who has reason to believe that a student has a need to
25 be tested for dyslexia, such student shall be reviewed for
26 appropriate services. However, a student shall not be tested for
27 dysl exi a whose parent or guardi an objects thereto on grounds that
28 such testing conflicts with his conscientiously held religious
29 beliefs.
30 (b) I'n accordance with the pilot prograns adopted by
31 the State Departnent of Education, such school boards shall
32 provide renmediation in an appropriate nmulti-sensory, systematic
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| anguage- based regul ar educati on program or programnms, as

determ ned by the school district, such as the Texas Scottish Rite
Hospital Dyslexia Training Program pertinent to the child's

physi cal and educational disorders or the sensory area in need of
remedi ation for those students who do not qualify for special
educati on services.

(c) The State Departnment of Education, by not |ater
than January 1, 1997, shall nmake recomendations to the school
boards designated for the pilot prograns for the delivery of
services to students who are identified as dysl exic.

(d) For the purposes of this section:

(i) "Dyslexia" neans a | anguage processing
di sorder which may be manifested by difficulty processing
expressive or receptive, oral or witten | anguage despite adequate
intelligence, educational exposure and cultural opportunity.
Specific manifestations may occur in one or nore areas, including
difficulty with the al phabet, readi ng conprehension, witing and
spel i ng.

(i) "Related disorders” shall include disorders
simlar to or related to dyslexia such as devel opnental auditory
i nperception, dysphasia, specific devel opnental dysl exi a,
dyspraxi a, devel opnental dysgraphia and devel opnental spelling
di sability.

(e) Local school districts designated for the pil ot
prograns may utilize any source of funds other than m ni mum
program funds to provide any services under this section.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
requi re any school district to inplenment this section unless the
| ocal school board, by resolution spread on its m nutes,
voluntarily agrees to conply wth this section and any regul ati ons
promul gated under this section. Any |ocal school board may
W thdraw from participation in the program authorized under this

section by providing witten notice of its determnation to
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w thdraw to the State Departnent of Education no later than June 1
of the preceding fiscal year

(2) State funding for the pilot prograns for testing
students for dyslexia shall be subject to the availability of
funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall prepare a report
for the 1999 Requl ar Session of the Legislature to be submtted to
the Chairnmen of the Education Conmttees of the Senate and House
of Representatives not |ater than Novenber 1, 1998, with
recommendations as to the effectiveness of the pilot progranms for
students with dyslexia and whether or not the pilot prograns
shoul d be expanded or discontinued.

SECTION 2. This section shall be codified as Section
37-23-16, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-23-16. (1) (a) The State Departnent of Education shal
select early literacy and nuneracy screening assessnent instrunment
or instruments to be used throughout the state in the screening of
students in kindergarten through G ade 3.

(b) Al school districts shall use the literacy and
numer acy screening instrument or instrunents selected by the
departnent; however, no literacy or nunmeracy screening instrunment
or instrunments shall be used by school districts for the purpose
of determ ning whether or not a student will be pronoted to the
next grade level. For the purposes of this section, "literacy"
means ability to read and wite and "nuneracy" neans fluency in
under st andi ng nunbers and mat hemati cal operations.

(2) In addition to those funds that are appropriated by the
Legi slature, the State Departnent of Education may receive and
expend funds nade available to the departnent from any source,

i ncludi ng any federal or other governnental agency, private
busi ness, industry, foundation or other organization, to screen

students for literacy and nuneracy difficulties.

H B. No. 1058 * HR40/ R1588CS. 1*
07/ HRA0/ R1588CS. 1
PAGE 3 (GnED)



98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall establish a
reporting systemfor school districts in order to nonitor the
ef fectiveness of the literacy or nuneracy screeni ng assessnent
instrunments. The departnment shall require school districts to
annual ly submt data requested by the departnent which nmay be
utilized to determ ne whether or not the assessnent instrunents
are accurately identifying students in need.

(4) The departnent shall prepare an annual report on the
ef fectiveness of the literacy and nuneracy screening assessnent
instrunments and the overall effectiveness of the testing, which
report nust be submtted to the Chairnen of the Education
Comm ttees of the Senate and House of Representatives not |ater
t han Novenber 1 of each year

(5) The requirenents of this section shall be effective
begi nning with the 2008- 2009 school year and conpliance with the
mandates of this section shall be subject to appropriation by the
Legi sl ature.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 1058 *HR40/ R1588CS. 1*
07/ HR40/ R1588CS. 1 ST: Early literacy and nuneracy screening
PAGE 4 (Gn BD) instrunents; require MDE to adm nister to al

school districts.



