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Representatives Horne, O arke To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1038

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 65-1-51, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl  TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON SHALL ADOPT
AND ENFORCE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS | T DEEMs APPROPRI ATE FOR
THE SAFE OPERATI ON, ACCESS AND USE OF H GHWAY REST AREAS AND
FACI LI TI ES BY MOTORI STS AND THE TRAVELI NG PUBLI C, | NCLUDI NG RULES
AND REGULATI ONS DESI GNATI NG APPROVED PARKI NG SPACES AND
RESTRI CTI NG THE LENGTH OF TI ME THAT VEH CLES MAY MAKE USE OF SUCH
PARKI NG SPACES AND FACI LI TIES; TO REQUI RE THE TRANSPORTATI ON
DEPARTMENT TO | NSTALL APPROPRI ATE SI GNS AT SUCH REST AREAS AND
FACI LI TIES TO CLEARLY NOTI FY MOTORI STS AND THE TRAVELI NG PUBLI C OF
SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 65-1-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

65-1-51. The M ssissippi Transportation Comi ssion may
acquire by gift, purchase or otherwi se, and may have the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation inprove and maintain
strips of |and necessary for the restoration, preservation and
enhancenent of scenic beauty adjacent to the state hi ghway
rights-of-way. The conm ssion nay acquire and have the
transportation departnent devel op publicly owned and controll ed
rest and recreation areas and sanitary and other facilities within
or adjacent to the highway right-of-way reasonably necessary to

accomodate the traveling public. The comm ssion shall adopt and

enforce such rules and regulations as it deens appropriate for the

saf e operation, access and use of such rest areas and facilities

by notorists and the traveling public, including rules and

regul ati ons desi gnating approved parki ng spaces and restricting

the length of time that vehicles may nmake use of such parKking

spaces and facilities; however, such rules and regul ati ons shal

not permt parking spaces or facilities to be used by the sane
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person or vehicle for nore than three (3) continuous hours or for

overni ght canping. The transportation departnent shall instal

and mai ntain appropriate signs at such rest areas and facilities

to clearly notify notorists and the traveling public of such rules

and regul ati ons.

The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion, in its discretion,
may acquire by gift, purchase or otherw se, including the exercise
of em nent domain, public or privately owned wetl ands and ot her
| ands suitable for creation as wetlands for the purpose of
mtigating wetland | osses and repl aci ng those wetl ands purchased
and damaged or elim nated by devel opnent and use, on a basis not
to exceed that required by the Federal H ghway Adm nistration as a
condition for receiving federal aid funds, provided that sone
gover nnment al agency or approved organi zation agrees, W thout
conpensation, to accept title to the | ands acquired and maintain
such lands as wetlands in perpetuity. However, the conmm ssion
shal | replace those coastal wetlands purchased and danaged or
el i m nated by devel opnent and use on the basis required by the
"Coastal Wetlands Protection Law' and regul ati ons pronul gat ed
t hereunder by the M ssissippi Conm ssion on Marine Resources.

The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion, in its discretion,
may acquire by gift, purchase or otherw se, wetlands credits from
an approved organi zation with a plan establishing a wetl and
mtigation bank. The conm ssion shall, if possible, acquire
credits on wetlands within the State of M ssissippi before
acquiring credits on wetlands | ocated outside the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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