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Represent ati ve Reynol ds To: Apportionnment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 997

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-833 AND 23-15-981, M SSI SS|I PP
CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE TI ME PERI CD DURI NG WHI CH RUNOFF
ELECTI ONS FOR JUDI Cl AL AND SPECI AL ELECTI ONS ARE CONDUCTED;, AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-833, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-833. Except as otherwi se provided by law, the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber of each year shall be
designated the regul ar special election day, and on that day an
el ection shall be held to fill any vacancy in county, county
district, and district attorney el ective offices.

Al'l special elections, or elections to fill vacancies, shal
in all respects be held, conducted and returned in the same nmanner
as general elections, except that where no candi date receives a
majority of the votes cast in such election, then a runoff

el ection shall be held three (3) weeks after such election and the

two (2) candi dates who receive the highest popular votes for such
of fice shall have their nanmes submtted as such candidates to the
said runoff and the candi date who | eads in such runoff election
shall be elected to the office. Wen there is atie in the first
el ection of those receiving next highest vote, these two (2) and
t he one receiving the highest vote, none having received a
majority, shall go into the runoff election and whoever |eads in
such runoff election shall be entitled to the office.

In those years when the regul ar special election day shal
occur on the sanme day as the general election, the names of

candi dates in any special election and the general election shal
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be placed on the sane ballot, but shall be clearly distinguished
as general election candidates or special election candidates.

At any tinme a special election is held on the sane day as a
party primary el ection, the names of the candidates in the special
el ection may be placed on the sane ballot, but shall be clearly
di stingui shed as special election candidates or primary el ection
candi dat es.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-981, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-981. If two (2) or nore candidates qualify for
judicial office, the nanmes of those candi dates shall be placed on
the general election ballot. |[If any candidate for such an office
receives a mpjority of the votes cast for such office in the
general election, he shall be declared elected. If no candidate
for such office receives a majority of the votes cast for such
office in the general election, the nanes of the two (2)
candi dat es receiving the highest nunber of votes for such office
shall be placed on the ballot for a second election to be held

three (3) weeks later in accordance with appropriate procedures

followed in other elections involving runoff candi dates.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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