M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By: Representatives Dickson, Cockerham To: Public Health and Hunan
Ellis, Fredericks, Holloway, Mers, Perkins Services

HOUSE BI LL NO. 996

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-103, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
2 TO I NCREASE THE AGE OF CHI LDREN IN THE DEFI NI TI ON OF THAT TERM FOR
3 THE PURPOSES OF THE LI CENSI NG LAW FOR FAM LY FOSTER HQOVES,

4 CH LD CARI NG AGENCI ES AND CHI LD- PLACI NG AGENCI ES; AND FOR RELATED
5  PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 43-15-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as foll ows:

9 43-15-103. As used in this article:

10 (a) "Agency" neans a residential child-caring agency or
11 a child-placing agency.

12 (b) "Child" or "children" nean(s) any unmarried person
13 or persons under the age of twenty-one (21) years.

14 (c) "Child placing" nmeans receiving, accepting or

15 providing custody or care for any child under twenty-one (21)

16 vyears of age, tenporarily or permanently, for the purpose of:

17 (i) Finding a person to adopt the child;

18 (ii) Placing the child tenmporarily or pernmanently
19 in a honme for adoption; or

20 (iii) Placing a child in a foster home or

21 residential child-caring agency.

22 (d) "Child-placing agency"” nmeans any entity or person
23 which places children in foster boarding hones or foster homes for
24 tenporary care or for adoption or any other entity or person or

25 group of persons who are engaged in providing adoption studies or
26 foster care studies or placenent services as defined by the rules
27 of the departnment.
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(e) "Departnent" neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
Human Servi ces.

(f) "Director" neans the Director of the D vision of
Fam |y and Children's Services.

(g "Division" neans the Division of Fam |y and
Children's Services within the M ssissippi Departnent of Human
Servi ces.

(h) "Famly boarding home" or "foster hone" neans a
home (occupi ed residence) operated by any entity or person which
provi des residential child care to at |east one (1) child but not
nore than six (6) children who are not related to the primry
caregi vers.

(i) "Goup care hone" neans any place or facility
operated by any entity or person which provides residential child
care for at |east seven (7) children but not nore than twelve (12)
children who are not related to the primary caregivers.

(j) "Licensee" neans any person, agency or entity
i censed under this article.

(k) "Maternity hone" neans any place or facility
operated by any entity or person which receives, treats or cares
for nore than one (1) child or adult who is pregnant out of
wedl ock, either before, during or within two (2) weeks after
childbirth; provided, that the |icensed chil d-pl acing agenci es and
licensed maternity honmes may use a fam |y boardi ng honme approved
and supervised by the agency or hone, as a part of their work, for
as many as three (3) children or adults who are pregnant out of
wedl ock, and provided further, that the provisions of this
definition shall not include children or wonen who receive
maternity care in the hone of a person to whomthey are kin within
the sixth degree of kindred conputed according to civil |aw, nor
does it apply to any maternity care provided by general or special

hospitals |licensed according to law and in which maternity
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treatnment and care are part of the nedical services perfornmed and
the care of children is brief and incidental.

(1) "Ofice" nmeans the Ofice of Licensing within the
Division of Famly and Children's Services of the M ssissippi
Departnent of Human Servi ces.

(m "Person associated with a |icensee" neans an owner,
director, nenber of the governing body, enployee, provider of care
and vol unteer of a human services |icensee.

(n) "Related" nmeans children, step-children,
grandchil dren, step-grandchildren, siblings of the whole or
hal f - bl ood, step-siblings, nieces or nephews of the primary care
provi der.

(o) "Residential child care" neans the provision of
supervi sion, and/or protection, and neeting the basic needs of a
child for twenty-four (24) hours per day, which may incl ude
services to children in a residential setting where care, | odging,
mai nt enance and counseling or therapy for alcohol or controlled
subst ance abuse or for any other enotional disorder or nental
illness is provided for children, whether for conpensation or not.

(p) "Residential child-caring agency" neans any pl ace
or facility operated by any entity or person, public or private,
providing residential child care, regardl ess of whether operated
for profit or whether a fee is charged. Such residenti al
child-caring agencies include, but are not limted to, maternity
homes, runaway shelters, group hones that are adm nistered by an
agency, and energency shelters that are not in private residence.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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