M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Representatives Di ckson, Ellis, To: Corrections

Fredericks, Holloway, Mers, Perkins

© 00 ~NOUITRWNE

N N N DD N D D DD DNN P PP PP PP PP
© 00 N oo o b~ W N PP O ©o 00 N oo ok~ wN -+, o

HOUSE BI LL NO. 994

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, IN
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE M SSI SSI PPl STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, TO
DEVELOP AN HI V/ Al DS PREVENTI ON EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR COFFENDERS AND
OTHERS; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO OFFER HI V/ Al DS
TESTI NG OF PERSONS UPON ADM SSI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT AND
| MVEDI ATELY BEFORE THE RELEASE OF SUCH PERSON, AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The M ssissippi Departrment of Corrections

(MDOC), in consultation with the State Departnent of Health, shall
devel op and i npl ement an H V/ Al DS preventi on educati on program
targeted to of fenders incarcerated in Departnment of Corrections'
facilities, significant others, and famly of adult and juvenile
prison inmates. Through this program the M ssissippi Departnent
of Corrections shall:

(a) Provide, in all public waiting roons of detention
facilities and prisons, printed information on the transni ssion
and prevention of HHV/AIDS, hepatitis C, and other sexually
transmtted di seases and referral information to comunity-based
provi ders of H V/AIDS prevention, H V/ADS treatnment, and H V/ Al DS
counseling and testing services throughout M ssissippi;

(b) Display in all public waiting roons of detention
facilities and prisons and H V/ AIDS i nfornmational video, produced
by a national organization with expertise in H V/ A DS prevention;

(c) Provide witten information on the transm ssion and
prevention of H V/AIDS, hepatitis C, and ot her sexually
transmtted diseases to all inmates upon entrance to a detention
center or prison and offer voluntary H V/AIDS testing to all

i nmat es; and
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(d) Provide witten information on the transm ssion and
prevention of H V/AIDS, hepatitis C, and other sexually
transmtted diseases to all inmates just prior to their rel ease
fromcustody and referral to appropriate comunity-based
organi zations that provide H V/ AIDS services and H V/ Al DS
counsel ing and testing.

(2) Upon adm ssion of a commtted person to a MDOC facility
and i medi ately prior to release of that person, the commtted
person shall be offered by MDOC a test for H V/AIDS. Each
commtted person offered the HV/AIDS test shall sign a statenent
that he or she was offered the test and either agreed to its
adm nistration or declined the test. |If the commtted person is
unable to sign the statement because of illiteracy or physical
i npai rment, the commtted person shall be infornmed orally of the
of fer and shall make an oral acknow edgenent of whether he or she
wll take the test. This acknow edgnent shall be signed by an
enpl oyee of the MDOC facility in which the person is commtted.
Al statenents and acknow edgnents shall be part of the commtted
person's master record file. Prior to the release of any inmate
who has docunented history of intravenous drug use, and upon the
receipt of that inmate's witten informed consent, MDOC shal
provide for the testing of such inmate for infection with human
i mmunodeficiency virus (H'V) and any other identified causative
agent of acquired i munodeficiency syndrone (AIDS). The testing
provi ded under this section shall consist of an enzyne-I|inked
i mmunosor bent assay (ELISA) test or such other test as nay be
approved by the M ssissippi Departnent of Public Health. If the
test result is positive, the Western Bl ot Assay or nore reliable
confirmatory test shall be adm nistered. Each commtted person
shall, with his or her consent, be provided with H V/ Al DS
counseling. |If the test result is positive, the commtted person
shall receive nedical care for the infection paid by the

departnment. The departnent shall devel op a specialized discharge
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plan for commtted person who test positive for HV/ AIDS. The
departnent, in consultation with the Departnent of Public Health
and Prisoner Review Board, shall provide conmmunity reentry
services for commtted persons who test positive for H V/ Al DS.
(3) One (1) year after the inplenentation of this act, the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Corrections shall report to the
Legi slature on the effectiveness of the programcreated by this
act in increasing voluntary H V/ Al DS testing.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.

H B. No. 994 *HR12/ R1232*
07/ HR12/ R1232 ST: H WV ADS testing; offer to i nmates upon
PAGE 3 (ow DO admi ssion to Departnent of Corrections and

bef ore rel ease.



