M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

Representatives Bail ey, Cal houn, Banks, To: Corrections

Brown, C arke, Col eman (65th), Hines, Reeves,
Robi nson (63rd), Thomas, Whittington
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 985
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-931, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972
TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS TO CONTRACT W TH THE
BOARDS OF SUPERVI SORS OF WASHI NGTQON, HI NDS AND ALCORN COUNTI ES TO
HOUSE STATE | NVATES IN A REA ONAL FACI LI TY; TO AMEND SECTI ON
47-5-933, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE AMOUNT FROM
$24.90 TO $29. 74 THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTI ONS PAYS TO
REG ONAL FACI LI TIES FOR THE HOUSI NG OF STATE OFFENDERS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-931, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-931. (1) The Departnent of Corrections, inits
di scretion, may contract with the board of supervisors of one or
nore counties and/or with a regional facility * * * operated by
one (1) or nore counties, to provide for housing, care and control
of not nore than three hundred (300) offenders who are in the
custody of the State of Mssissippi. Any facility owned or |eased
by a county or counties for this purpose shall be designed,
constructed, operated and maintained in accordance with American
Correctional Association standards, and shall conply with al
constitutional standards of the United States and the State of
M ssissippi, and with all court orders that may now or hereinafter
be applicable to the facility. |If the Department of Corrections
contracts with nore than one (1) county to house state offenders
in county correctional facilities, excluding a regional facility,
then the first of such facilities shall be constructed in Sharkey
County and the second of such facilities shall be constructed in
Jefferson County.

(2) The Departnent of Corrections shall contract with the

boards of supervisors of the followi ng counties to house state
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inmates in regional facilities: (a) Marion and Walthall Counti es;
(b) Carroll and Montgonery Counties; (c) Stone and Pearl River
Counties; (d) Wnston and Choctaw Counties; (e) Kenper and Neshoba
Counties; (f) Hol mes County and any conti guous county in which
there is |located an unapproved jail; and (g) Bolivar County and
any contiguous county in which there is | ocated an unapproved
jail. The Departnent of Corrections may contract with the boards
of supervisors of the follow ng counties to house state inmates in
regional facilities: (a) Yazoo County * * * (b) Chickasaw

County, (c) George and Greene Counties, (d) Washington County, (e)

Hi nds County and (f) Alcorn County. The Departnent of Corrections

shal | decide the order of priority of the counties listed in this
subsection with which it will contract for the housing of state
inmates. For the purposes of this subsection the term "unapproved
jail" nmeans any jail that the | ocal grand jury determ nes should
be condemmed or has found to be of substandard condition or in
need of substantial repair or reconstruction.

SECTION 2. Section 47-5-933, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-933. The Departnent of Corrections may contract for the
pur poses set out in Section 47-5-931 for a period of not nore than
twenty (20) years. The contract may provide that the Depart nent

of Corrections pay a fee of up to Twenty-nine Dollars and

Seventy-four Cents ($29.74) per day for each offender that is

housed in the facility. The Departnent of Corrections may include
in the contract, as an inflation factor, a three percent (3%
annual increase in the contract price. The state shall retain
responsibility for nedical care for state offenders to the extent
that is required by | aw.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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