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Represent ati ve Franks To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 979

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-7-64, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROHI BI T PERSONS UNDER AGE SI XTEEN FROM OPERATI NG OR RI DI NG UPON
ANY MOTORCYCLE, MOTOR SCOOTER OR ALL- TERRAI'N VEH CLE UPON ANY
PUBLI C OR PRI VATE PROPERTY IN THI S STATE UNLESS SUCH PERSON | S
VEARI NG A CRASH HELMET; TO PRCHI BI T PERSONS AGES SI XTEEN TO
El GHTEEN FROM OPERATI NG OR RI DI NG UPON ANY MOTORCYCLE OR MOTOR
SCOOTER UPON ANY PUBLI C ROAD OR HI GHWAY OF THI S STATE UNLESS SUCH
PERSON | S VWEARI NG A CRASH HELMET; TO CORRECT THE REFERENCE TO THE
ENTI TY APPROVI NG MOTORCYCLE CRASH HELMET STANDARDS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 63-7-64, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

63-7-64. (1) No person under sixteen (16) years of age nay

operate or ride upon any notorcycle, notor scooter or all-terrain

vehi cl e upon any public or private property in this state unless

such person is wearing on his or her head a crash hel net that

conplies with m ni mum gui delines established by the National

H ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration pursuant to the Nationa

Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 for hel nets desi gned

for use by notorcyclists.

(2) No person who is at |east sixteen (16) years of age but

who i s under eighteen (18) years of age may operate or ride upon

any notorcycle or notor scooter upon the public roads or highways
of this state unless such person is wearing on his or her head a

crash helnmet that conplies with m ni num gui del i nes establi shed by

the National H ghway Traffic Safety Administration pursuant to the

National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 for hel nets

desi gned for use by notorcyclists.
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(3) Violation of this section shall be deened a violation of
the traffic regulations and rules of the road and puni shabl e as
provi ded by Section 63-9-11.

(4) For the purposes of this section, the term"all-terrain

vehi cl " nmeans any notorized vehicle manufactured and desi gned

exclusively for off-road use that is fifty (50) inches or less in

wi dt h, has an unl aden dry wei ght of six hundred (600) pounds or

| ess, travels on three (3), four (4) or nore | ow pressure tires,

has a seat designed to be straddl ed by the operator and uses

handl ebars for steering control.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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