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Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 976

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CCDI FI ED AS SECTI ON
37-11-56, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE EACH PUBLI C SCHOOL
TO ESTABLI SH A DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON REVI EW BOARD FOR THE PURPCSE OF
HEARI NG APPEALS BY TEACHERS WHO OBJECT TO A PRI NCI PAL' S DECI SI ON
TO READM T A STUDENT WHO HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CLASSROOM BY A
TEACHER, TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-55, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN
CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI 'S ACT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
37-11-56, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-11-56. (1) There is created, in every public school in
the State of Mssissippi, a Disciplinary Action Review Board. The
pur pose of the board is to hear the appeal of any teacher who
objects to the decision of a principal or other designated
disciplinarian to readmt a student who has been renoved fromthe
teacher's classroom under policies and procedures set forth in the
code of student conduct, as required under Section 37-11-55(d).

(2) The Disciplinary Action Review Board nust include the
foll owi ng nenbers

(a) Two (2) teachers to serve as nenbers and one (1)
teacher to serve as an alternate nmenber, as selected by the
school's faculty. However, a teacher objecting to a student's
readm ssion may not serve on the Student Disciplinary Review Board
when the appeal before the board is being brought by that teacher;
and

(b) One (1) faculty nmenber selected by the school's
pri nci pal .

(3) Al appeals nust be heard within three (3) school days

of the designated disciplinarian's decision to readnmt a student
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over the disciplining teacher's objections. Until the tine that
the Student D sciplinary Review Board neets to hear a teacher's
appeal, the student who is the subject of the appeal may be
reassigned tenporarily to another classroom placed in an

i n-school suspension or subject to any ot her avail abl e pl acenent
option determ ned by the designated disciplinarian to be
appropri ate.

(4) The Disciplinary Action Review Board' s pl acenent
determ nation regarding a student with a disability who receives
speci al education services is subject to the requirenents of the
I ndividuals with Disabilities Education Act and federal
regul ati ons, state statutes and agency requi renents necessary to
carry out federal law or regulations or state lawrelating to
speci al educati on.

SECTION 2. Section 37-11-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-11-55. The |l ocal school board shall adopt and make
available to all teachers, school personnel, students and parents
or guardi ans, at the begi nning of each school year, a code of
student conduct devel oped in consultation with teachers, school
personnel, students and parents or guardians. The code shall be
based on the rul es governi ng student conduct and discipline
adopt ed by the school board and shall be nmade avail able at the
school level in the student handbook or simlar publication. The
code shall include, but not be limted to:

(a) Specific grounds for disciplinary action under the
school district's discipline plan;

(b) Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
di sci pline, including suspensions and expul sion, which conply with
due process requirenents;

(c) An explanation of the responsibilities and rights
of students with regard to: attendance; respect for persons and

property; know edge and observation of rules of conduct; free
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speech and student publications; assenbly; privacy; and
participation in school prograns and activities;

(d) Policies and procedures recogni zing the teacher as
the authority in classroommatters, and supporting that teacher in
any decision in conpliance with the witten discipline code of
conduct. Such recognition shall include the right of the teacher
to renove fromthe classroom any student who, in the professiona
j udgment of the teacher, is disrupting the |earning environment,
to the office of the principal or assistant principal. The
princi pal or assistant principal shall determ ne the proper
pl acement for the student, who nay not be returned to the
classroomuntil a conference of sone kind has been held with the
parent, guardian or custodi an during which the disrupting behavior
i s discussed and agreenents are reached that no further disruption
will be tolerated. |[If the principal does not approve of the
determ nation of the teacher to renove the student fromthe

classroom the teacher nmay appeal any decision of the principal or

the principal's designated disciplinarian to return the student to

the classroomto the Disciplinary Action Review Board created

under Section 37-11-56;

(e) Policies and procedures for dealing with a student
who causes a disruption in the classroom on school property or
vehicles, or at school-related activities;

(f) Procedures for the devel opnent of behavi or
nodi fication plans by the school principal, reporting teacher and
student's parent for a student who causes a disruption in the
cl assroom on school property or vehicles, or at school-rel ated
activities for a second tine during the school year; and

(g) Policies and procedures specifically concerning
gang-rel ated activities in the school, on school property or
vehi cl es, or at school-related activities.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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