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Representative Sinpson To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO 916

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-33-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE BOND REQUI REMENTS FOR NOTARY PUBLI CS; TO CREATE SECTI ON
25-33-33, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE SECRETARY
OF STATE MAY PRESCRI BE FORMS AND ESTABLI SH FEES; TO REQUI RE THE
SECRETARY OF STATE TO | SSUE RULES REGARDI NG M SFEASANCE OR
MALFEASANCE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-33-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-33-1. The Governor may appoint notaries public who nay
serve in any or all counties of this state. A notary public shal
hold office for a termof four (4) years. Notaries public who are
appoi nted and conm ssioned after July 1, 1988, shall give bond,

with sufficient sureties, |icensed by the Departnent of |nsurance,

in the penalty sumof Five Thousand Dol | ars ($5,000.00). All such

bonds shall be conditioned and approved by the Secretary of State.

Not ari es public shall not otherw se be considered as state
officers. Each notary public shall take the oath of office
prescri bed by Section 268 of the Constitution. A notary public
shall qualify by filing the oath and bond in the Ofice of the
Secretary of State.

The bond requirenments, unexpired appoi ntnments and conmi ssi ons
of notaries public issued prior to July 1, 1988, shall be
sufficient, regardless of any jurisdictional limtations, to
aut hori ze notaries public appointed and comm ssioned prior to July
1, 1988, to serve any or all counties of this state. Any notary
publ i ¢ conm ssion containing |anguage limting the jurisdiction of
a notary public nay be returned to the Secretary of State. The

Secretary of State shall then issue a new certificate indicating
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that such notary public may serve in any and all counties of this
state.

The Secretary of State shall issue notary public comm ssions

on behalf of the Governor to all qualified applicants. A notary

public shall be at |east eighteen (18) years of age, a citizen or

| egal resident of the United States and have resided in this state

for a period of not less than thirty (30) days imediately

precedi ng the date of the application and shall neet such other

requi renents as the Secretary of State may establish by rule.

SECTION 2. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
25-33-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

25-33-33. The Secretary of State may prescribe forns and
establish fees for services not otherw se provided by | aw

Pursuant to the Adm nistrative Procedures Law, the Secretary
of State shall issue rules to inplenent this chapter including
regul ations providing for the suspension or revocation of a notary
comm ssion for m sfeasance or mal feasance in office.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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