M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2007

By:

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Represent ati ve Robi nson (84th) gork Wildlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO 911

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-31.5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972
TO ALLOW LANDOMWNERS TO TAKE NUI SANCE ANI MALS, ON PROPERTY OMED OR
LEASED BY THEM W TH ANY WEAPON, WTH OR W THOUT THE Al D OF LI GHT
WTH A PERM T | SSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND
PARKS; TO ADD SKUNKS AND FOXES TO THE CLASS OF ANI MALS FOR VHI CH
T 1S NOT UNLAWFUL TO HUNT OR TRAP DURI NG OPEN SEASON FOR THE
TAKI NG OF FUR- BEARI NG ANI MALS; TO PROHI BI T THE HUNTI NG OR TAKI NG
OF NUI SANCE ANl MVALS WTH THE USE OF LI GHT ON OR FROM PUBLI C ROADS
OR LEVEES; TO AUTHORI ZE THE HUNTI NG OF NU SANCE ANl MALS W TH
ELECTRONI C CALLS AND BAI T, SUBJECT TO CERTAI N EXCEPTI ONS; TO
EXEMPT THE LANDOWNERS FROM THE LI CENSE REQUI REMENTS TO HUNT OR
TRAP NU SANCE ANI MVALS ON THEI R OWN PROPERTY; TO REQUI RE ACGENTS OF
LANDOWNERS HUNTI NG OR TRAPPI NG NUI SANCE ANI MALS TO PCSSESS A
HUNTI NG OR TRAPPI NG LI CENSE UNLESS OTHERW SE EXEMPT; TO REQUI RE
THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO ESTABLI SH THE
RULES AND REGULATI ONS ON TRAPPI NG NU SANCE ANl MALS; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE SALE OF THE MEAT AND H DE OF NU SANCE ANI MALS; TO PROHI BI T THE
TRAPPI NG AND RELEASE OF W LD HOGS I N DI FFERENT LOCATI ONS AND TO
PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; TO REQUI RE THE WEARI NG OF
HUNTER ORANGE VWHEN HUNTI NG NUI SANCE ANI MALS DURI NG ANY OPEN GUN
SEASON ON DEER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 49-7-31.5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
49-7-31.5. (1) (a) The hunting of * * * nuisance animals
shall be regul ated by the M ssissippi Departnment of Wldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks.
(b) Landowners, agricultural |easeholders or their

desi gnated agents nmay take * * * nuisance aninmals with any type of

weapon, with or without the aid of |light, year-round on | ands

owned or | eased by themwith a pernmt issued by the Departnent of

Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks. All other hunters nust abide by

commi ssi on regul ati ons concerni ng weapons at ni ght.

(2) The taking of any animal or aninmals other than beavers,

nutria, wld hogs, coyote, skunks or foxes by the use of a trap or
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traps is unlawful except during the tinme the season is open for
the taking of fur-bearing ani mals.

(3) Nuisance animals may be * * * chased or pursued with

dogs, except as provided in Section 49-7-32, year-round by

licensed hunters. Nuisance aninmals may not be hunted or taken

with the use of a light on or frompublic roads or |evees.

(4) Nuisance aninmals may be hunted with the aid of

electronic calls.

(5) Nuisance animals may be trapped with the aid of bait or

| ures, except during the open hunting season on turkey.

(6) No hunting or trapping license is required for

| andowners hunting or trapping on their own property. Designated

agents of the | andowner nust possess either a hunting license or

trapping license, unless otherw se exenpt.

(7) Traps set for nuisance aninmals are not required to be

t agged or nunbered. The comm ssion shall adopt and pronul gate

rul es and regul ati ons regardi ng the trappi ng of nui sance ani nal s.

(8) The neat and hides of nuisance ani mals may be bought and

sol d year-round.

(9) WId hogs may not be caught or trapped and rel eased into

the wild at other locations different fromthe | ocati on where the

w | d hog was caught or trapped, only fox and coyote may be caught

and relocated. A violation of this subsection is a d ass |

violation and i s puni shable as provided under Section 49-7-141.

(10) Wen hunting nui sance ani mals during any open gun

season for deer, a hunter nust wear at |east five hundred (500)

square inches of solid unbroken fluorescent orange.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2007.
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